The regular meeting of the Walton Village Board was held on Monday, September 8, 2008, at 6:00 p.m. in the Village Clerk’s Office, 21 North Street, Walton.

Present:  Edward H. Snow, Sr., Mayor

Trustees:   Rich Morley


    Teresa O’Leary 

    Lillian Browne


    Kenneth Landry   
Attorney:  David Merzig, Esq. 
Clerk- Virginia L. O’Dell
Reporters:  Glenn Graves – Walton Reporter

     T.J.E. Productions – Channel 23

Mayor Edward H. Snow, Sr. called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. 

PUBLIC 
A public hearing to revise Chapter 53, Section 53-76 Appeals Procedure for the Village HEARING
of Walton code was the first item on the agenda.  The Clerk read the notice of public
LOCAL LAW
hearing.  A list of persons attending this hearing is attached and becomes a part of these
#4-2008

minutes.  Teresa O’Leary made a motion to open the public hearing.  Kenneth Landry

RE: ZONING
seconded.  Carried unanimously 

BOARD OF APPEALS




Attorney David Merzig explained the local law to the Board and the public that the

purpose of the local law was to make it easier to access the appeals procedure.


Rich Morley made a motion to close the public hearing.  Kenneth Landry seconded.



Carried unanimously.



Rich Morley made a motion to adopt Local Law #4-2008 as submitted.
Lillian Browne


seconded.  Carried unanimously.

CHAPTER 49
A public hearing to revise Chapter 49 Vehicle and Traffic, Section 49-11 Two Hour VEHICLE AND  Parking Zones for certain locations in the Village of the Village of Walton Code was the TRAFFIC
next item on the agenda.   The Clerk read the notice of public hearing.
A list of persons LOCAL LAW
attending this hearing is  attached and becomes a part of these minutes.  Rich Morley
#5-2008

made a motion to open the public hearing.  Teresa O’Leary seconded.  Carried
unanimously.



Ken Landry said a couple of people who have talked to him are not in favor of two-hour


parking across from the Townsend Elementary School.  Mayor Snow said the people that 



have spoken in favor of the parking restriction.  Police Chief Halaquist said he cannot
have an officer there during school  traffic times.  
Keath Davis asked about in front of the Walton Theatre.  The Clerk reported that this area 

is already designated two-hour parking but just not posted with signage.



Teresa O’Leary made a motion to close the public hearing.  Rich Morley seconded.



Carried unanimously.



Rich Morley made a motion to adopt Local Law #5-2008 as submitted.
Lillian Browne 


seconded.  Carried unanimously.

ABSTRACTS:
The audit committee reviewed the abstracts and recommended approval as follows:

The General Fund Abstract in the sum of $142,555.48 was presented to the Board. 

The Water Fund Abstract in the sum of $29,191.32 was presented to the Board. 

The Wastewater Fund Abstract in the sum of $125,411.45 was presented to the Board.
The Village of Walton Prescription Insurance Fund Abstract in the sum of $1,235.22 was

  presented to the Board.

The Village of Walton Housing Rehabilitation Fund Abstract in the sum of $19,869.76 

  was presented to the Board.

After review and discussion, Rich Morley made a motion to approve the abstracts as
submitted.  Lillian Browne seconded.  Carried unanimously.
DEPARTMENT HEADS:
PUBLIC  
Joseph Cetta, DPW Superintendent submitted his monthly report for August 2008.

WORKS

SEWER 
Bids for a sewer jetter were opened on August 29, 2008 at 2:00 p.m.  DPW 

JETTER

Superintendent Joe Cetta is reviewing the bids and should have his recommendation  

BIDS

available for the September 16, 2008 special meeting.  The Board tabled this item.
LETTERS
Letters from Michaela DeAngelo of William Street regarding yellow water were DEANGELO
submitted to the Board.  Mayor Snow read Ms. DeAngelo’s letter aloud.  DPW
YELLOW
Superintendent Joe Cetta reported that he is working with Attorney Merzig on the 
WATER

easement with Delaware Valley Hospital which will address this problem.  
DEPARTMENT
Lillian Browne asked Joe Cetta about the status of violations from the August 8, 2008 

OF LABOR
inspection by the NYS Department of Labor.  Joe Cetta reported that the serious violation

NOTICE OF
regarding the refrigerator has been resolved by taking the refrigerator off line.  Mr. Cetta

VIOLATION
reported that he will give the Clerk a written response on the Notice of Violation.

SIGNAGE 
Joe Cetta reported that he has installed the “No Dumping” signs on Stockton Avenue in

STOCKTON
conjunction with the Soil and Water Conservation bank stabilization project.

AVENUE

BENTON
Joe Cetta reported that the Benton Avenue Bridge railing has arrived and the pedestrian
AVENUE
bridge should be open this week.

BRIDGE

SPECIAL
DPW Superintendent Joe Cetta reported that bids on the waterline crossings project are

BOARD

scheduled to be opened on September 11, 2008.  Mr. Cetta said that Village Engineer

MEETING
would need to review these bids and requested that the Board hold a special meeting to



award these bids to get the work started.  After discussion and review, the Board

determined to set a meeting for September 16, 2008 at 6:00 p.m. 

PUBLIC SAFETY Police Chief David Halaquist submitted his written monthly report for August 2008.

FIREARMS
Chief Halaquist requested permission to send his officers to firearms training at the
TRAINING
Delaware County Sheriff’s Office and the DEP range at a later date.  After review and



discussion, Teresa O’Leary made a motion to allow Chief Halaquist to send his officers



to the firearms training sessions.  Lillian Browne seconded.  Carried unanimously.

PURCHASE 
Chief Halaquist requested permission to send to officers to the bike training school at

BIKE

SUCO and to purchase one bike and other necessary equipment to equip two officers.

EQUIPMENT
After discussion and review, Teresa O’Leary made a motion to allow Chief Halaquist to

AND BIKE
send to officers to the bike training school at SUCO and to purchase one bike and other

TRAINING
necessary equipment to equip two officers.  Lillian Browne seconded.  Carried 

SCHOOL
unanimously.

CODE ENFORCEMENT:

Monthly

Code Enforcement Official Roger Hoyt submitted a written monthly report for August   Report

2008.



Building and/or sign permits issued during the month of August 2008 are as follows:




Renee Halligan – 180 Prospect Ave. – renovations




William Powers – 11 Townsend St. – Apartment




Wilma Hannan – 14 Gardiner Place – roof, electrical




Yael Herzog – 138 Delaware St. – sign




William McAdams – 84 Delaware St. – sign




James A. Clinton – 121 Delaware St. – sign

CIVIL SERVICE
Mayor Snow appointed Roger Hoyt as permanent code enforcement official upon APPOINTMENT
successful completion of the code enforcement civil service exam.  Rich Morley made a 

PERMANENT
motion to approve the permanent appointment of Roger Hoyt as code enforcement official



due to the successful completion of the code enforcement civil service exam.  Teresa

O’Leary seconded.  Lillian Browne said she is opposed and feels that the Village does not

need a fulltime code enforcement official.  Kenneth Landry also opposed agreeing with

Ms. Browne.  Rich Morley, Teresa O’Leary and Edward Snow, Sr. voted yes.  Lillian

Browne and Kenneth Landry voted no.  Motion was carried.  




59 EAST STREET Roger Hoyt asked the Board for permission to begin the process for clean up and

securing the building at 59 East Street.  Rich Morley said he thought this property would 

be included in the County tax sale for 2009.  Attorney David Merzig explained that there

is an intermediate step.  Attorney Merzig stated that the Village Code Enforcement

Official and Village Health Officer could offer affidavits about the safety and health

issues to the Village Justice Court and a warrant to resolve the safety and health issues

could be issued.  Attorney Merzig suggested that the Village then put the clean up out to

bid and pay the bill for this service which could then be added to the tax bill for that

property.  Kenneth Landry suggested getting quotes before moving forward.  More

discussion followed after which, Lillian Browne made a motion to allow Code

Enforcement Official Roger Hoyt and Attorney David Merzig to proceed with the process

through the Village Justice Court for 59 East Street due to health and safety issues.  Rich

 Morley seconded.  Rich Morley, Teresa O’Leary and Lillian Browne voted yes.  Kenneth

Landry voted no.  Motion was carried.     

WALTON
Ron Condon on behalf of the Walton Historical Society was present and requested

HISTORICAL
permission to install a hitching post in front of their building at 9 Townsend Street.

SOCIETY
Attorney Merzig explained that the reason to prohibit hitching posts was that they are

HITCHING
usually in the Village’s right of way causing problems with snowplowing.  Section 43-5 of

POST

gives the Village Board the authority to pass a resolution to allow a hitching post.  After 



discussion and review, Rich Morley made a motion to approve the hitching post
installation for the Walton Historical Society at 9 Townsend Street with the condition that
it be placed not to interfere with the Village’s winter snowplowing.  Kenneth Landry

seconded.  Carried unanimously.    

VILLAGE HALL
 Roger Hoyt reported that an inspection of the fire alarm system in the Village Hall was 
FIRE ALARM
conducted last Friday, September 5, 2008.  Mr. Hoyt reported that Simplex made the

SYSTEM
recommendation to upgrade the fire alarm system.

VILLAGE   
David Ohman of Delaware Engineering submitted a written monthly report for August 
ENGINEER
2008.   

KRAFT

On August 27, Paul Carlstrom and Matt Greene of Kraft Foods met at the Village Hall MEETING
with Mayor Snow, Clerk O’Dell and Deputy Clerk Clark as well as Dave Ohman of

RE:

Delaware Engineering to review how the Village prepares Kraft bills and Kraft questions BILLING
related thereto.
TRUSTEES REPORTS:  
PARKS AND
Teresa O’Leary reported that the Parks and Recreation programs were very successful this RECREATION
season.  Ms. O’Leary said the pool was well attended and the arts and crafts program was 
PROGRAMS
a big hit.

COURT

Ms. O’Leary reported that this committee has only met once.  Lillian Browne said she has 

CONSOLIDATION asked for statistics from the Justice Court which has not been received.  

MAYOR’S REPORT:
COMMITTEE
Attorney Merzig presented a memo to Village Board members with an opinion from

MEETINGS
Robert Freeman, Executive Director of the Committee on Open Government, which states



that committee meetings need to be advertised.  After discussion and review, the DPW

committee set its regularly monthly meeting to be the Wednesday prior to the Board

meeting at 7:00 a.m. at the DPW complex.

DELAWARE
A letter from John Eberhard of Delaware Opportunities requesting direction from the 
OPPORTUNITIES Village Board with regard to making an application for another round of funding for the
HOUSING
Housing Rehabilitation program.  The Clerk explained that Delaware Opportunities has 

REHABILITATION Village homeowners on the waiting list for this program.  After discussion and review, 

GRANT

Lillian Browne made a motion to direct Delaware Opportunities to make an application 



for a new housing rehabilitation program grant on behalf of the Village.  Teresa O’Leary 



seconded.  Carried unanimously.

PUBLIC

Mayor Snow laid down the ground rules for public input and then opened the floor to 

INPUT

the public.  Mayor Snow asked people to stand, identify themselves and state their
address.

KEATH

Keath Davis asked about Street right-of-ways and Attorney Merzig’s statement that if DAVIS

used as a street becomes a public way with respect to what has been called St. John Street


Extension.  Attorney Merzig reported that you cannot use public monies on private

property.  Attorney Merzig explained that this property is a private driveway.  More

discussion followed.

QUARTERLY
The quarterly investment report for the period ending August 31, 2008 was submitted to 

INVESTMENT
the Board.  After discussion and review, Rich Morley made a motion to accept the

REPORT
quarterly investment report as submitted.  Lillian Browne seconded.  Carried unanimously.
LETTER FROM
A letter from Katie Barringer regarding curbing in front of her residence at 53 Bruce 
KATIE

was submitted to the Board.  DPW Superintendent Joe Cetta reported that he does not feel 
BARRINGER
that replacing this curbing is a Village responsibility.  After discussion and review, the 
RE:  CURBING
Board took no action on this matter.  The Clerk will send a letter to Ms. Barringer.
DELINQUENT
The Clerk reported that the three parcels that were discussed at the last meeting were sent
TAXES

letters.  Two out of three have begun a payment schedule.  The third landowner has not 

responded at all.  After review and discussion, Rich Morley made a motion to allow

Village Attorney David Merzig to commence foreclosure proceedings on parcel #273.08

-3-12.  Teresa O’Leary seconded.  Carried unanimously.
COALITION
A letter from the Coalition of Watershed Towns regarding dues schedule for the Village 

WATERSHED
of Walton was submitted to the Board.  According to the fee schedule the Village would
TOWNS

pay $850.00 in dues to be a member of the Coalition.  Town Supervisor John Meredith
ANNUAL DUES explained that this would be the 2009 dues.  Mr. Meredith explained that the increase is


necessary to meet expenses for 2009.

LETTER FROM
A letter from the Catskill Watershed Corporation regarding purchase of the Keath Davis
CWC RE: KEATH property for floodplain reclamation stated that purchase was an ineligible funding.  
DAVIS PROPERTY Mayor Snow reported that at the special meeting of the Village Board held on August 


20, 2008, the Board approved submitting a grant application for soil removal to the CWC.

CWC GRANT
A letter from the Catskill Watershed Corporation approving a grant in the sum of $31,000
ACCEPTANCE
for the West Brook/Mead Street project was submitted to the Board.  After discussion and


review, Rich Morley made a motion to accept this grant and to allow Mayor Snow to sign
the grant agreement on behalf of the Village of Walton.  Lillian Browne seconded.
Carried unanimously.

VANBUREN
Attorney David Merzig was present and explained the procedure for declaring an 
PROPERTY
abandoned property to the Board.  After discussion and review, the Board took no action.
ABANDONED

REVENUE
A resolution to secure a revenue anticipation note for the West Brook Waterline Crossing 
ANTICIPATION Project was submitted to the Board.  This project would be a FEMA reimbursable

NOTE

project.  The amount of the RAN would be $300,000 at an interest rate of 2.6% from the
WATERLINE
National Bank of Delaware County for a one year period.  After discussion and review, 

CROSSING
Rich Morley made a motion to adopt the attached resolution to allow the Mayor and the
PROJECT
Clerk to sign the necessary documents on behalf of the Village of Walton.   Kenneth

Landry seconded.  Carried unanimously.

LETTER FROM
A letter from Charles F. Gregory opposing the sale of property at the corner of Stockton 
CHARLES
Avenue to NYSDEC for fishing rights was submitted to the Board.  The Clerk was asked 
GREGORY RE:
to send Mr. Gregory a letter stating that the Village of Walton has decided not to sell this
DEC

property or to issue easements for fishing rights at this time.  The Clerk was asked to send
EASEMENTS
Mr. Gregory a letter regarding this matter.
BANNER
A letter from the Walton Lions Club requesting that the Village of Walton apply for a 

PERMIT
banner permit on their behalf from NYS Department of Transportation for their annual 

LIONS

election day roast beef dinner was submitted to the Board.  After discussion and review,

CLUB

Rich Morley made a motion to allow the Clerk to apply for the banner permit on 
behalf of
the Walton Lions Club.  Teresa O’Leary seconded.  Carried unanimously.

AQUA

A follow up letter from Aqua America was submitted to the Board.  After discussion and 
AMERICA
review, Kenneth Landry made a motion to send Aqua America the information they

requested in their letter of August 21, 2008.  Lillian Browne seconded.  Carried

unanimously.
PERMISSION
A schedule of items identified by use of the MU-1 Retention Schedule in accordance with
FOR

the Village’s local law on records management was submitted to the Board (list attached).  

DESTRUCTION
After discussion and review, Rich Morley made a motion to allow the Clerk to execute
OF DOCUMENTS the destruction of these documents as provided for in the MU-1 and Village local law.


Kenneth Landry seconded.  Carried unanimously.
WCS

A letter from Walton Central School District regarding the annual homecoming parade 

HOMECOMING
activities was submitted to the Board.  After discussion and review, Lillian Browne made  

PARADE
a motion to allow the Walton Central School District to hold its annual homecoming
parade on September 27, 2008.  Teresa O’Leary seconded.  Carried unanimously.

GRUVER
A letter from Gruver, Zweifel and Scott regarding electronic filing for the HUD program ZWEIFEL
at a cost of $300-$500 was submitted to the Board.  The Clerk explained that this fee 

AND SCOTT
would be a part of Delaware Opportunities program and would be funded from the FILING
FEE
programs that they administer.  After discussion and review,


made a



motion to


seconded.  Carried unanimously.
MOTION TO
Lillian Browne made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 8:40 p.m.  Teresa O’Leary                                                                                                              

ADJOURN          seconded.  Carried unanimously.

NEXT
              Next regular meeting of the Village Board will be held on Monday, October 6, 2008 at     

MEETING          6:00 p.m. in the Village Clerk’s Office, 21 North Street.

Virginia L. O’Dell, Clerk
