The regular meeting of the Walton Village Board was held on Monday, July 7, 2008, at 6:00 p.m. in the Village Clerk’s Office, 21 North Street, Walton.

Present:  Edward H. Snow, Sr., Mayor

Trustees:   Rich Morley


    Teresa O’Leary 

    Lillian Browne


    Kenneth Landry   
Attorney:  David Merzig, Esq. was not required to attend    
Clerk- Virginia L. O’Dell
Reporters:  Glenn Graves – Walton Reporter

     T.J.E. Productions – Channel 23

Mayor Edward H. Snow, Sr. called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. 

PUBLIC

A public hearing to discuss the Delaware Opportunities annual implementation plan for HEARING
the Rental Assistance program and minor modifications to its administrative program.


A list of persons attending this public hearing is attached and becomes a part of these
minutes.  The Clerk read the notice of public hearing.  Teresa O’Leary made a motion to 

open the public hearing on the Delaware Opportunities annual implementation plan and modifications to its administrative program.  Rich Morley seconded.  Carried unanimously.

No public comment was offered.


Teresa O’Leary made a motion to close the public hearing.  Rich Morley seconded.
Carried unanimously.


Lillian Browne made a motion to adopt the attached resolution for the annual

implementation plan for the rental assistance program as submitted.  Teresa O’Leary 

seconded.  Carried unanimously.

PUBLIC 
A proposed local law to amend the municipal code regarding water charges in the  

HEARING
Village was submitted to the Board.  A list of persons attending this public hearing is
LOCAL LAW
attached and becomes a part of these minutes.  The Clerk read the notice of public
#2-2008

hearing.  Lillian Browne made a motion to open the public hearing on the proposed
local law to amend the municipal code regarding water charges in the Village.  Teresa
O’Leary seconded.  Carried unanimously.



Clerk O’Dell explained how the changes would affect the water bill and why we need to

revise the rates.


Bruce Dolph questioned whether people would have a higher bill.  Mayor Snow 


explained that we are shifting the revenues from sewer to water to assist with work that



we need to do to the water infrastructure.



Rich Morley made a motion to close the public hearing on proposed Local Law #2-2008.


Teresa O’Leary seconded.  Carried unanimously.



Rich Morley made a motion to adopt Local Law #2-2008 to amend the municipal code

regarding water charges in the Village as submitted.  Lillian Browne seconded.  Carried
unanimously.

PUBLIC 
A proposed local law to amend the municipal code regarding sewer capital charges in  
HEARING
the Village was submitted to the Board.  The Clerk read the notice of public hearing.  
LOCAL LAW
A list of persons attending this public hearing is attached and becomes a part of these 
#3-2008

minutes.  Kenneth Landry made a motion to open the public hearing on proposed Local 


Law #3-2008 to amend the municipal code regarding sewer capital charges in the

                           Village.  Rich Morley seconded.  Carried unanimously.


No public input was offered
Rich Morley made a motion to close the public hearing on proposed Local Law #3-2008.


Lillian Browne seconded.  Carried unanimously.

Rich Morley made a motion to adopt Local Law #3-2008 to amend the municipal code regarding sewer capital charges in the Village as submitted.  Teresa O’Leary seconded.


Carried unanimously.

RESOLUTION
Teresa O’Leary made a motion to adopt the attached resolution to revise the sewer rent

FOR SEWER
charges for the Village of Walton pursuant to section 41-57 of the Village Code as
RENT CHARGES submitted.  Rich Morley seconded.  Carried unanimously.

CONSENT AGENDA:

MINUTES:  The minutes of the June 2, June 12, and June 18, 2008 Village Board of Trustees meetings

       were submitted to the Board.  Lillian Browne requested that the minutes of June 2, 2008 and

       June 18, 2008 be amended.  The Clerk explained that you cannot go back and amend minutes

       with statements made tonight.  Those comments can be entered into the minutes of this

PRAYER      meeting, the Clerk stated.  Ms. Browne stated that the prayer resolution was incomplete when

RESOLUTION forwarded to the Board by the Village Attorney, David Merzig, and was passed incorrectly. 

       Ms. Browne questioned the legality of the prayer and stated she had contacted an individual at

       NY Conference of Mayors who suggested that the resolution be rescinded.  Ms. Browne said

       that the prayer was not supposed to promote any religion, and that the mention of Jesus Christ 

       in this invocation violates Paragraph 9 on Page 5 of the resolution and conflicts with that
       intent.  Mayor Snow said he would refer this matter to Attorney Merzig.  

BEAUTIFICATION Ms. Browne requested that the June 2, 2008 minutes be amended to state that Ms.

COMMITTEE  Browne said she will approach the Chamber of Commerce and ask them to assist with fund

       raising activities to support the Beautification Committee.

LETTER FROM Ms. Browne requested that the minutes of the June 2, 2008 meeting be amended to read DEBORAH  . . . Mayor Snow reported that we will look into planting trees if or when we can afford it.

BROWN

FOOTBALL
Ms. Browne requested that the minutes of the June 18, 2008 meeting be amended to read

SIGNS
     . . . Lillian Browne asked if Rich Morley had looked into other funding sources.

       Mayor Snow said we will have a tape recorder at all meetings to record what everyone says.  
       Lillian Browne made a motion to approve the minutes as amended.  Kenneth Landry

       seconded.  Lillian Browne, Kenneth Landry and Edward Snow voted yes.  Rich Morley and 

       Teresa O’Leary voted no.  Motion was carried. 

ABSTRACTS:
The audit committee reviewed the abstracts and recommended approval as follows:

The General Fund Abstract in the sum of $258557.24 was presented to the Board. 

The Water Fund Abstract in the sum of $93016.42 was presented to the Board. 

The Wastewater Fund Abstract in the sum of $260197.59 was presented to the Board.


The Village of Walton Housing Rehabilitation Fund Abstract in the sum of $35941.85 


  was presented to the Board.



The Village of Walton Small Cities CBDG Fund Abstract in the sum of $513.17 was

   presented to the Board.

The Village of Walton Prescription Insurance Fund Abstract in the sum of $562.80 was

  presented to the Board.

After a lengthy review and several questions asked by Lillian Browne, Rich Morley made
a motion to approve the abstracts as submitted.  Lillian Browne seconded.  Carried
unanimously.
DEPARTMENT HEADS:
CODE ENFORCEMENT:

Monthly

Code Enforcement Official Roger Hoyt submitted a written monthly report for June  Report

2008. 



Building and/or sign permits issued during the month of June 2008 are as follows:




Robert C. Miller – 20 Benton Ave. – pool



Russell J. Reen – 8 Ogden St. – deck and barn




Jean Liddle – 25 Griswold St. – pool




Alliance Church – 89 Liberty St. – deck




Alan Rothstein – 57 St. John St. – renovations




George Lane – 82 Mead St. – renovations to house




George Lane – 82 Mead St. – renovations to garage




William Merwin – 181 Prospect Ave. – sun room




Phillip Lindsay – 2 Guild Ave. - pool

PUBLIC  
Joseph Cetta, DPW Superintendent submitted his monthly report for June 2008.

WORKS

DVH

A letter from Delaware Valley Hospital requesting that the Village take over maintenance 
WATER LINE
and responsibility of the new water main installed by DVH in the fall of 2007 which will 


allow the Village to create a loop to Williams Street.  The Clerk forwarded a copy of this



letter to Attorney Merzig.  Joe Cetta reported that the Hospital’s attorney would need to



incorporate an easement into their deed.  After further review and discussion, Rich

Morley made a motion that upon review and approval of the legal aspects by Attorney
Merzig to allow the Village to start the procedure to assume maintenance and
responsibility of the new water main installed by Delaware Valley Hospital in fall 2007. 
Teresa O’Leary seconded.  Carried unanimously.

EMERGENCY
Joe Cetta reported that the Village has a dangerous tree at Austin-Lincoln Park that needs 

TREE

to be removed immediately.  Mr. Cetta reported that he has attempted to contact four 

REMOVAL
contractors and was able to get quotes from two.  Mr. Cetta reported that although the 

AUSTIN-
quote he is recommending is $300.00 higher, that the availability of the contractor is the

LINCOLN
key issue.  Mayor Snow declared this an emergency situation.  After discussion and

PARK

review, Rich Morley made a motion to hire TAD Construction at a cost of $1500.00 to 



remove the tree at Austin-Lincoln Park due to the emergency situation.  Teresa O’Leary



seconded.  Carried unanimously.   

VILLAGE   
David Ohman of Delaware Engineering submitted a written monthly report for June 
ENGINEER
2008.   

REPAIR

Dave Ohman requested permission to purchase spare parts for the Penn Valley sludge 

PARTS

pumps at a cost of  $989.00 plus shipping and handling to be split 80% Village/ 20%

SLUDGE
NYC.  After discussion and review, Lillian Browne made a motion to approve the

PUMPS

purchase of the spare parts for the Penn Valley sludge pumps as submitted.  Rich Morley 



seconded.  Carried unanimously.

PUBLIC SAFETY Police Chief David Halaquist submitted his written monthly report for June 2008.

SCHOOL
Chief Halaquist reported that Sergeant Paul Olsen has completed the Police Supervisors

COMPLETION
school in Oneonta.



TRUSTEES REPORTS:  
PUBLIC

Lillian Browne requested that the Mayor send a thank you to the NYS Police for the SAFETY
equipment for the Walton Police Department.

BEAUTIFICATION  Lillian Browne reported that she and Kenneth Landry had asked for help from the 
COMMITTEE
community for the beautification committee.  Ms. Browne reported that no former 



Members were interested in continuing with this program.  Ms. Browne reported that a



Walton Revitalization Committee to take over the beautification efforts is being explored.  



Paula O’Brien asked if the Beautification Committee had a meeting.  Ms. Browne said no.



Ms. O’Brien said some people from the committee said they had not been contacted.  Ms.



Browne said something was put in the newspaper and others had been contacted by

telephone. 
  
PARKS AND
Rich Morley reported that he has been in contact with Fred Barkalow of the Office of 
RECREATION
Employment and Training who has offered two persons to paint guiderails and work on 
COMMITTEE
the nature trail stations for Austin-Lincoln Park.  Mr. Morley said they would each work

for 28 hours a week for five weeks and would cost the Village $500.00.  Brian Sprague would supervise and schedule the work.  Lillian Browne asked where the funding would come from.  Rich Morley said from the funds saved by not opening the swimming pool for as many hours this year.  Ms. Browne said we would need a contract for services for $500.00.  Ms. Browne asked what the Village’s attorney would say about this contract.
Rich Morley said they are scheduled to start next week.  Teresa O’Leary asked if they would still come if we did not pay the $500.00.  Rich Morley will check back with Fred 

Barkalow and report back to the Board.

THEATRE
Teresa O’Leary reported that the Theatre Restoration Committee met and tabled the issue  
RESTORATION
of obtaining their own checking account for their fund raising activities. 

COMMITTEE
  

MAYOR’S REPORT:
AQUA

Mayor Snow reported that Aqua America, Inc. will be at the August 4, 2008 Village  

AMERICA, INC.
Board meeting to present a proposal on the water system.   
PLAQUE
Mayor Snow presented Carl Gregory with a plaque and thanked him for his many years of PRESENTATION service as Acting Village Justice.  Judge Gregory resigned in January 2008.
THANK YOU
Mayor Snow thanked Arvella Goodrich for weeding the flower bed in front of the Village

                             Hall.
THANK YOU
Mayor Snow thanked Vern Wildenstein and the DVH Volunteers for planting the flower 


Barrels on Delaware Street and presented a plaque to Cindy Gardepe on behalf of the

Village.
BOOSTER 
Mayor Snow reported that the annual Booster Club Car Show and Fireworks was held on CLUB CAR
July 5, 2008.  

SHOW

TOWN OF
Mayor Snow reported that the Clerk’s office, Auditors and himself have reviewed the

WALTON
reports submitted to the Village by Deputy Town Supervisor Bruce Dolph at the June 2, REPORTS
2008 meeting and found that although they work well for the Town of Walton, the Village 

has set up its budget according to guidelines from the State Comptrollers Office and has

                             many more accounts to deal with than the Town.   
VETERANS
Mayor Snow reported that the Walton Veterans Club would like to donate American flags 

CLUB

and holders to place on the lighted electric poles on Delaware Street.  Mayor Snow will 

FLAGS

contact NYSE&G for permission to place the holders on their poles. 

PUBLIC

Mayor Snow laid down the ground rules for public input and then opened the floor to 

INPUT

the public.  Mayor Snow asked people to stand, identify themselves and state their
address.

CIVIL WAR
Eileen Esposito advised the Board that T.J.E. Productions will not be presenting the Civil 
REENACTMENT War Reenactment in the future.  A brief discussion followed.
CELL TOWER
Sheila Reagan asked about the status of the cell tower.  Mayor Snow reported it has been 



working for months.  Teresa O’Leary told Ms. Reagan to ask Supervisor Meredith about 



the cell tower.  Ms. Reagan said she had no reception for her Verizon cell service.  Mr.



Meredith explained that Verizon is not a service provider from the cell tower.  



No other public input was offered.

LAWN SALE
The local law on lawn sale permits was discussed.  Kenneth Landry is opposed to the law PERMITS
and suggested that people post their opinions on the blog.  Teresa O’Leary is in favor of
the local law and stated that the blog has nothing to do with all Board members.  Ms.

O’Leary stated that it was Lillian Browne’s blog.  No action was taken by the Board.
SITE FOR
Lillian Browne said she has been asked about the status of the new police station and NEW

wanted members of the community to know that we are working on this issue.  Curtis
POLICE

VanBuren submitted a letter to the Board regarding the possibility of a proposed site for
STATION
the new police station at 130 North Street and submitted a petition.  Marilyn Douglass,
Robert Douglass, Sheila Reagan, Bruce Dolph and Richard Turner spoke against siting
the police station at 130 North Street.  Mayor Snow reported on the history of the search
for a site for the new police station and said that because of the opposition, he has stopped
the appraisal.  Rich Morley stated that we discussed this at the June 12, 2008 meeting and
no address for the appraisal was revealed.  Mayor Snow reported that revealing addresses
for potential sites could affect the real estate prices.  Kathleen Barringer asked if the
Zoning Board of Appeals would be involved in a residential zone.  The Clerk advised that
this is a permitted conditional use in a residential zone and would be the decision of the
Village of Walton Board of Trustees.

REVIEW
The Justice Court Books and questionnaire to certify the books was submitted to the JUSTICE
Board for review.  Mayor Snow reported that the audit committee had reviewed the  
COURT BOOKS
Justice Court books and found them to be in order.  After discussion and review, Rich 
Morley made a motion to accept the audit committee’s review and to certify the justice
court books.  Lillian Browne seconded.  Rich Morley, Teresa O’Leary and Lillian

Browne voted yes.  Kenneth Landry abstained.  Motion was carried. 

PUBLIC

The Board discussed the fishing rights proposal.  Attorney Dave Merzig has no problems

FISHING
with the contracts, however he suggested that the Village check with its insurance carrier RIGHTS
regarding the liability issues involved with this project.  The Board asked the Clerk to  CONTRACTS
contact the Village’s insurance agent.  The Board took no action on this matter. 

LOCAL LAW
The Clerk requested permission to publish a legal notice on a proposed local law to revise

RE:  ZONING
Chapter 53 conflicting sections of code regarding the zoning board of appeals.  After 

BOARD OF
discussion and review, the Board tabled this until next month and asked the Clerk for APPEALS
copies of the proposed law.

NORTH 
The Clerk requested permission to publish a legal notice on the proposed local law to STREET
establish two-hour parking zones on the west side of North Street from Opera Avenue to TWO-HOUR
Platt Street and to add while school is in session from Mead Street to Platt Street.  After LOCAL LAW
discussion and review, Lillian Browne made a motion to direct the Village Attorney to 


draft a local law.  Teresa O’Leary seconded.  Carried unanimously.
 

LETTER
A letter from a taxpayer regarding the repavement of Maple Street from Guild Street to 

RE:  MAPLE
the end of the street was submitted to the Board.  Joe Cetta will check to see where this  
STREET
area is ranked on the Village’s priority list.  This matter was tabled.
 
REPAVEMENT


COOPERATIVE
A letter from Cooperative Extension requesting permission to hold a Farmers Market at EXTENSION
Austin-Lincoln Park on July 18, 2008 and August 1, 2008 was submitted to the Board.

FARMERS
After discussion and review, Lillian Browne made a motion to allow Cooperative 
MARKET
Extension to hold a Farmers Market at Austin-Lincoln Park on July 18, 2008 and August 


1, 2008 and to require that they submit an insurance certificate with the Village as an 



additional insured.  Kenneth Landry seconded.  Carried unanimously.

CWC 

A letter from Catskill Watershed Corporation advising that the Stormwater Project 
STORMWATER Review Committee will be reactivated was submitted to the Board for informational 
PROJECT REVIEW purposes.
COMMITTEE

DELAWARE
A letter from the Delaware County Department of Public Works regarding the Benton 
COUNTY DPW
Avenue Bridge project outlining the agreement between the Village and the County with
BENTON AVE.
regard to this project was submitted to the Board for informational purposes.
BRIDGE

DELAWARE
A letter from David Polge regarding moving a directional Hospital Sign from Stockton VALLEY
Avenue to Delaware Street facing Townsend Street was submitted to the Board.  Joe

HOSPITAL
Cetta reported that the sign will be moved next week.
RE:  MOVING SIGN
WALTON
An agreement between the Village of Walton and the Walton Fire District regarding snow

FIRE

plowing services was submitted to the Board.  After discussion and review, Kenneth 
DISTRICT
Landry made a motion to allow Mayor Snow to sign the agreement between the Village of 

SNOW

Walton and the Walton Fire District regarding snow removal services.  Lillian Browne  

REMOVAL
seconded.  Carried unanimously.

UPGRADE
A memo from Deputy Village Clerk John Clark regarding upgrading the Village Clerk’s COMPUTER
computer system was submitted to the Board.  After discussion and review, Rich Morley
SYSTEM
made a motion to approve the upgrade at a sum not to exceed $655.00.  Teresa O’Leary



seconded.  Lillian Browne questioned whether storage of information on discs could be 


an alternate solution.  Mayor Snow said he would speak with Deputy Clerk Clark and

report back to the Board.  Rich Morley and Teresa O’Leary voted yes.  Kenneth Landry

abstained.  Lillian Browne and Edward Snow voted no.  Motion was defeated.

LETTER FROM
A letter from Eileen Esposito regarding pedestrian traffic at the crosswalk at the corner of 
EILEEN

Liberty and Delaware Street was submitted to the Board.  Chief Halaquist reported that 
ESPOSITO
the pedestrian right-of-way sign has been placed in the street.  Ms. Esposito also advised
RE:  CROSSWALKS that pedestrians are not crossing properly at the traffic signal.  John Esposito said

 T.J.E. Productions would be willing to tape a public service announcement with Chief

Halaquist on the proper use of crosswalks.  After discussion and review, Teresa O’Leary

made a motion to allow Chief Halaquist to tape a public service announcement at no

charge to instruct the public on the proper use of crosswalks.  Rich Morley seconded.
Carried unanimously.

EXECUTIVE
Lillian Browne made a motion to go into executive session to discuss real estate matter  
SESSION
at 8:25 p.m.  Kenneth Landry seconded.  Carried unanimously.



No action was taken during executive session.



Lillian Brown made a motion to come out of executive session at 8:37 p.m.  Rich Morley   


seconded.  Carried unanimously.

REAL ESTATE
The Board directed Mayor Snow to send letters to the owners of Buteau Motor 

OFFERS
Corporation and Bassett Health Care Facility that the Village is not interested in

                             purchasing their property at this time. 

MOTION TO
Lillian Browne made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 8:38 p.m.  Rich Morley                                                                                                          

ADJOURN          seconded.  Carried unanimously.

NEXT
              Next regular meeting of the Village Board will be held on Monday, August 4, 2008 at     

MEETING          6:00 p.m. in the Village Clerk’s Office, 21 North Street.

Virginia L. O’Dell, Clerk
