The regular meeting of the Walton Village Board was held on Monday, July 2, 2007, at 6:00 p.m. in the Village Clerk’s Office, 21 North Street, Walton.

Present:  Edward H. Snow, Sr., Mayor

Trustees:   Rich Morley


    Michael Freeman was absent   

    Teresa O’Leary


    Edward Balfour
Attorney:  Francis W. Wood  was absent
Clerk- Virginia L. O’Dell
Reporters:  Glenn Graves – Walton Reporter

     T.J.E. Productions – Channel 23

     Zach Parrish - WDLA   
Mayor Edward H. Snow, Sr. called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. and led the Board in the Pledge of Allegiance.

PUBLIC

A public hearing on Local Law #3-2007 regarding containers was the first item on the

HEARING
agenda.  The Clerk read the notice of public hearing.  A list of persons attending the

LOCAL LAW
public hearing is attached and becomes a part of these minutes.  Teresa O’Leary made a   

#3-2007

motion to open the public hearing.  Edward Balfour seconded.  Carried unanimously.



Robert Pesout said he has a truck body in his rear yard for storage.  Mr. Pesout asked if

he is using this for permanent storage, does this code pertain.  Edward Balfour said you
cannot use these storage units for long term storage.  Keath Davis said the proposed code

needs clarification.  Mr. Davis said construction takes a long time, sometimes more than

90 days.  Edward Balfour said they could renew their approval for 30 days.  Keath Davis 

said he cannot see any problem with them being used for storage.  Edward Balfour said 

they are only for temporary storage, not permanent.  Lorin Skiff said the Village is
looking at the aesthetic value.  Keath Davis agreed that the residential zones would have a

different situation.  Mayor Snow said he has received complaints from residents about

these storage units.  Mayor Snow said that sometimes what is best for the majority has to

rule.  More discussion followed.



Teresa O’Leary made a motion to close the public hearing.  Edward Balfour seconded.
Carried unanimously.

After further discussion, the Village Board determined to take no action on the Local Law 

#3-2007 and to send it back to the Planning Board and ask them to reword this code.

CONSENT AGENDA:

MINUTES:  The minutes of June 4, 2007, June 7, 2007 and June 14, 2007 Village Board of Trustees were

 submitted to the Board.    

ABSTRACTS:
The audit committee reviewed the abstracts and recommended approval as follows:

The General Fund Abstract in the sum of $193,539.84 was presented to the Board. 

The Water Fund Abstract in the sum of $76,088.62 was presented to the Board. 

The Wastewater Fund Abstract in the sum of $224,265.38 was presented to the Board.
The Prescription Plan Fund Abstract #1in the sum of $70.87 was presented to the Board.

The Prescription Plan Fund Abstract  #2 in the sum of $70.87 was presented to the Board.

After review, Rich Morley made a motion to approve the consent agenda items as

submitted. Edward Balfour seconded.  Carried unanimously.

DEPARTMENT HEADS:
POLICE CHIEF
Police Chief Melvin Woodin submitted a written monthly report for June 2007.

RESIGNATION
Chief Woodin submitted his letter of resignation due to retirement.  Mayor Snow  
LETTER
accepted Police Chief Melvin Woodin’s resignation with regret and thanked him for his 


many years of devoted service to the Community.  Teresa O’Leary made a motion to 


confirm the resignation of Chief Melvin Woodin.  Edward Balfour seconded.  Carried 



unanimously.

APPOINT
Mayor Snow appointed David Halaquist as the new police chief effective August 1, 2007.

NEW POLICE
Teresa O’Leary made a motion to confirm the appointment of David Halaquist as police

CHIEF

at a salary of $51,800 effective August 1, 2007.  Edward Balfour seconded.  Carried
unanimously.

WAIVER
Teresa O’Leary made a motion to waive the residency requirement under the Village 

RESIDENCY
code for David Halaquist.  Edward Balfour seconded.  Carried unanimously.

POLICE 
Mayor Snow appointed Paul Olsen as Police Sergeant effective July 2, 2007, due to the SERGEANT
promotion of David Halaquist and based on the recommendation of Police Chief Melvin
Woodin.  Edward Balfour made a motion to confirm the appointment of Paul Olsen to
Police Sergeant effective July 2, 2007.  Teresa O’Leary seconded.  Carried unanimously.

BOOSTER
Melvin Woodin, as member of the Walton Booster Club, requested permission to conduct CLUB

fireworks on the Delaware Valley Agricultural Society land (Fairgrounds) on July 7, 

CAR SHOW
2007.  After discussion and review, Edward Balfour made a motion to allow the Walton 



Booster Club to conduct fireworks on the Fairgrounds on July 7, 2007.  Rich Morley 



seconded.  Carried unanimously.


INTERVIEW
Chief Woodin reported that interviews of a candidate for a new police officer will be

NEW

conducted shortly.

POLICE OFFICER

 PUBLIC  
Joseph Cetta, DPW Superintendent submitted his monthly report for June 2007.

WORKS

NEW
Joseph Cetta requested permission to purchase a new loader on state bid on a lease to 

LOADER
purchase option from S.C. Hansen at a cost of $117,876.69 plus interest over 7 years. 
BIDS
Edward Balfour made a motion to purchase the new loader as submitted.  Rich Morley 
 seconded.  Carried unanimously.

LOWER

The Clerk advised the Board that no bids were received for moving the gazebo at Lower

BASSETT
Bassett Park.  This matter was tabled.  
PARK GAZEBO

NEW ROLLER
Joe Cetta requested permission to advertise for bids for a new roller which was included 

in the 2007-08 budget.  After discussion and review, Edward Balfour made a motion to 

allow the Clerk to advertise for bids for a new roller as per specifications.  Teresa

O’Leary seconded.  Carried unanimously.

OLD ROLLER
Joe Cetta requested permission to advertise to sell the old roller since we will be

purchasing a new roller.  After discussion and review, Edward Balfour made a motion to 

allow the Clerk to advertise for bids for the old roller.  Teresa O’Leary seconded.  Carried  


unanimously.
WATER

Joe Cetta reported that Matt Myer and Ernest Smith have both passed the water 



COURSES
licensing courses they have taken.  Mr. Cetta requested permission to have Matt Myer to 


take Grade 2B water course at a cost of $175.00 and Ernest Smith to take the Class D

course at a cost of $135.00 to complete the second half of their training.  After review 



and discussion, Rich Morley made a motion to allow Matt Myer and Ernest Smith to take 



the water courses necessary to complete their water license training at a cost of $175.00 



and $135.00 respectively.  Teresa O’Leary seconded.  Carried unanimously.  Joe Cetta
further requested permission that he take a correspondence water course for continuing 

education as water operator at a cost of $225.00 to retain his certifications.  After review 

and discussion, Rich Morley made a motion to allow Joe Cetta to take a correspondence
water course at a cost of $225.00.  Teresa O’Leary seconded.  Carried unanimously.  

VILLAGE   
David Ohman of Delaware Engineering submitted a written outline of issues to be

ENGINEER
discussed by the Board. 

WWTP

Dave Ohman reported that the wastewater treatment plant was in compliance in May OPERATIONS
2007 for all SPDES permit limits, except flow, which exceeded flow the SPDES permit 



Flow limits of 1.55 MGD. Mr. Ohman reported that the average flow for the month was



1.15 MGD and that lower flow is due to dry weather.  Mr. Ohman reported that the plant
is functioning well and updated the Board on required repairs. No equipment purchases
were made this month. Mr. Ohman reported that no inspections were performed in June.

CURRY WELL
Mr. Ohman reported that GES conducted sampling on May 8, 2007 and provided a report 
REMEDIATION dated June 15, 2007.  Mr. Ohman reported that no issues of concern were found.
SERVICE
Mr. Ohman reported that service contract work scheduled for the WWTP this month CONTRACT
included:  odor control system media replacement; CBUDSF filter area heating system.

WORK

EWP      
Dave Ohman reported that the EWP is in the process of bidding three Village sponsored 
PROGRAM
projects:  West Brook – Upper Townsend St. (below pool parking lot)
                Third Brook – Above Ogden St. (by Del-Ton)

  Third Brook – Behind J & J Bluestone

Bid opening scheduled for July 6, 2007. They are currently working on getting NYSDEC permits for the work.

JUNE 2006
Mr. Ohman reported that he continues to work with the Village on all aspects of flood 

FLOOD

work.  Mr. Ohman reported that the Project Worksheet writing phase is wrapping up.  



Mr. Ohman reported that the critical projects underway now include:

1. Sanitary Sewer Infiltration and Inflow Reduction – study work – Mr. Ohman reported that internal inspection tapes/CD’s and the written report were received last week. Mr. Ohman will prepare a summary report with recommendations for repairs for submittal to FEMA. 

2. Park Street Embankment – involves stream work – Mr. Ohman anticipates that contract documents will be ready for public bidding this week and they are working on a streamwork permit application.  Mr. Ohman recommended that the Village Board authorize the Village Clerk to publish a legal notice for bidding of the work.  After discussion and review, Edward Balfour made a motion to allow the Clerk to publish a legal notice on the Park Street Embankment project (FEMA PW #VOW64) for bidding of the work as recommended by Dave Ohman of Delaware Engineering.  Teresa O’Leary seconded.  Carried unanimously.
3. East Street Bridge on East Brook – Bank repair and Waterline Bore – Mr. Ohman reported that this project is vital to the Village’s water supply as it will replace the second line down from the water tanks which is currently shut off on the bridge. The project will involve bank repair work requiring a permit with a June 15 to Sept. 31 work limit. The site surveying is now complete. A new easement will be needed for the waterline on Park St; will provide map plan to Village Attorney following receipt from the surveyor soon for securing the easement. Mr. Ohman is working on design and anticipates having contract documents ready for bidding next week and recommends that the Village Board authorize the Village Clerk to publish the legal notice for bidding of the work.  After discussion and review, Rich Morley made a motion to allow the Clerk to publish a legal notice to bid the work on East Street Bridge on East Brook – Bank repair and Waterline Bore project.  Edward Balfour seconded. Carried unanimously. 
4. Austin-Lincoln Park Bridge – Mr. Ohman reported that contract documents are completed and the project is now out to bid for opening on July 20, 2007.  Joint streamwork permit application going into NYSDEC this week.
5. West Brook Waterline Crossings – Mr. Ohman reported that four water mains are exposed at various locations and he will be working on contract documents soon.  
6. Benton Avenue Pedestrian Bridge – includes installation of a new 6’ wide laminated wood pedestrian bridge. This project will involve bank repair work requiring a permit with a June 15 to Sept. 31 work limit. The site survey work is nearing completion and the design work will resume soon and Mr. Ohman anticipates that it will be ready to go to bid this month. Mr. Ohman recommends that the Village Board authorize the Village Clerk to publish the legal notice for bidding of the work.  After discussion and review, Edward Balfour made a motion to allow the Village Clerk to publish the legal notice to bid the work on the Benton Avenue Pedestrian Bridge project.  Teresa O’Leary seconded.  Carried unanimously.
Other flood work to be addressed is:

1. Third Brook Watershed Study – Last meeting was held on March 12, 2007 at

Delaware County Soil and Water to discuss the work which is being coordinated 

by Delaware County Watershed Affairs.  They are refining the scope of work

and another meeting will be held soon to discuss issues and funding options.

2. Pool Repairs – Mr. Ohman reported that these repairs will be done after the pool 

is closed for the season.

3. Police Station – Mr. Ohman reported that he is working on a revised floor plan for a new Police Department and will review this with Chief Woodin and the Public Safety Committee. Mr. Ohman will assist in selecting the new site and developing a cost estimate for the project for a non-modular facility.
NOVEMBER
Mr. Ohman reported that he is working on a proposal to amend the current contract for

2006 FLOOD
the wall repair behind Klinger's on Third Brook from the November 16, 2006 flood since

some funds remain after completion of the work by Robinson Brothers Excavating.  The 

proposed work which would include adding approximately four feet to the top of the
remaining rock wall and extending downstream approximately 75 lineal feet, work to be

conducted out of the streambed.  Mr. Ohman has received conditional approval from
NYCDEP for the work. He will check with the Soil and Water to see if they will work
with us to establish and monitor stream cross sections for five years.  If so we will

respond to NYCDEP that we will be proceeding with the work in accordance with their 
conditions.

CONTRACTORS Mr. Ohman reported that he is still working to develop a list of contractors to post with
COVERAGE
equipment at certain bridges in advance of and during a major storm in order to be ready 

BRIDGES
to perform flood preventative work. Mr. Ohman is working with NYSDOT about jurisdiction of the Village bridges. There are a number of questions that have arisen and he is working to get answers to them such as traffic impact, access, easements, bidding, piling of debris, etc.  Mr. Ohman is discussing how to best get this set up with Delaware County DPW, NYSDOT and contractors.
BIDS

Bids were opened on June 28, 2007 for Praestol K2001 and turned over to Dave Ohman 
SEWER

for review.  Based upon recommendation from Dave Ohman, Rich Morley made a motion CHEMICALS
to award the bids to Clean Water for Praestol K2001 in the sum of $4.74 per gallon. 

Edward Balfour seconded. Carried unanimously.
CODE ENFORCEMENT:

RESIGNATION
A letter of resignation from Gary R. MacRabie,Sr. effective June 28, 2007 was submitted 
GARY

to the Board.  Mayor Snow accepted the resignation from Gary R. MacRabie, Sr. with 
MacRabie, SR.
regret and thanked him for his many years of devoted service to the Community.  Mayor 


Snow presented Mr. MacRabie with a plaque.  Edward Balfour made a motion to confirm



the resignation of Gary MacRabie, Sr. effective June 28, 2007.  Rich Morley seconded.



Carried unanimously.

CODE 

A subscription to the CODES of NY State was discussed by the Board.  After discussion ENFORCEMENT and review, Rich Morley made a motion to purchase the renewal subscription for 
SUBSCRIPTION CODES in the sum of $240.00.  Teresa O’Leary seconded.  Carried unanimously.
CODE 

Lorin Skiff, Code Enforcement Official, was present and updated the Board on several 
ENFORCEMENT issues.  Mr. Skiff reported that 106-108 Delaware Street has been condemned by the 
OFFICIAL
Court and demolition can occur.  Mr. Skiff reported that work at 104 Delaware Street has


been shut down and we are awaiting proper insurance certificates.  

TRUSTEES REPORTS:
   

BEAUTIFICATION   Teresa O’Leary reported that the Beautification Committee has planted the flowers    
COMMITTEE
and they are growing.  Ms. O’Leary thanked Joe Augustine and the Village DPW for


polishing and hanging the brackets on the bridge.  Ms. O’Leary reported that Northeast Fabricators price was $1000.00 for the brackets, which was a large savings and thanked them for their help.

PARKS AND
Ms. O’Leary reported that someone is interested in donating playground equipment 

RECREATION
for Lower Bassett Park and will be meeting to discuss this with Recreation Leader

LOWER BASSETT
Brian Sprague.

MAYOR’S REPORT:
62 ½ ST. JOHN
        A letter from a prospective buyer regarding turning 62 ½ St. John Street into a multi-
STREET
       residential property was submitted to the Board.  Since this is not permitted in a  
VARIANCE
       single residential zone, Rich Morley made a motion to deny the request to turn 62 ½ 


       St. John Street into a multi-residential property.  Teresa O’Leary seconded.  Carried 



       unanimously.

LOCAL LAW #4
       Mayor Snow reported that some people are parking in front of the Village hall all day 
2007
        
       long, making it difficult for customers to be able to park there.  Two hour parking
                                    limitation was discussed, after which the Board directed that Attorney Wood draft a 



       local law for this restriction.   

THANK YOU
A thank you from the Walton Historical Society for the Village annual support of

WALTON
$1000.00 in return for service to the Community pursuant to our contract was read by

HISTORICAL
Mayor Snow.

SOCIETY

T.J.E.

A thank you from T.J.E. Productions for the Village’s sponsorship of the Annual Civil 
PRODUCTION
War Reenactment was read by Mayor Snow.

CIVIL WAR

NYC

Mayor Snow reported that he attended a ceremony in NYC honoring the City’s sanitation
CEREMONY
workers.  Mayor Bloomberg gave a presentation and Mayor Snow also spoke thanking 

2006 FLOOD
them for their assistance during the cleanup of the June 2006 flooding.

PUBLIC

Mayor Snow laid down the ground rules for public input and then opened the floor to 

INPUT

the public.  Mayor Snow asked people to identify themselves and state their address.


Keath Davis of 80 Delaware Street, asked Dave Ohman about contacting the contractors for the flood prevention to be stationed at the Bridges.  Joe Cetta replied that we are proposing a meeting with the contractors to discuss all our options.  Mr. Davis asked where the money for funding this would come from.  Mayor Snow said this has not been budgeted as yet.  Mr. Davis asked if new owners of the old police station will have to raise the building 5 feet to bring the building up to the new code.  Mayor Snow replied if they spend a certain amount of money, yes.  Mr. Davis asked if the Village had thought of purchasing the Delaware County Building for the new Police Station.  Mr. Davis asked if the Austin-Lincoln Pedestrian Bridge is funded by FEMA.  Mayor Snow answered yes.

Keath Davis asked if the Library would be willing to participate in the cost of the curbing.

Maureen Wacha, on behalf of the Walton Chamber of Commerce, reported that 65 residents are participating in the Community wide lawn sales.  Keath Davis said the Walton Chamber of Commerce is getting a storage shed for the holiday decorations and asked if the Village had a place to put it.  Joe Cetta suggested putting it next to the Walton Booster Club Football building at Austin-Lincoln Park.  


Eileen Esposito reminded the Board that the Italian Festival will take place on July 14, 2007.
21 ST. JOHN
A letter from the Delaware County Treasurer regarding tax map #251.19-1-18, 21 St.

STREET
John Street regarding the abovementioned property which has been surrendered to the

COUNTY
Delaware County Treasurer was submitted to the Board.  The County asked that the
LEAD 

Village pass a resolution stating that the County will be the lead agency in this matter.
AGENCY
After discussion and review, Edward Balfour made a motion to adopt a resolution naming


Delaware County as the lead agency in the matter of 21 St. John St., tax map #251.19-1

-18.  Teresa O’Leary seconded.  Carried unanimously.

SIDEWALK
A letter regarding review of sidewalk in front of 9 Bruce Street was submitted to the

REQUESTS
Board.  Joe Cetta replied that he will speak with the homeowner.  Mr. Cetta reported that 


he does not have the manpower or funds to fix all these sidewalks.  Mr. Cetta suggested 


that the homeowners take responsibility for repairing their own sidewalks.  A letter from



Larry Light regarding the condition of the blacktop along the curb of 39-43 Griswold

Street was submitted to the Board.  Joe Cetta replied that this area was blacktopped today.

A letter from the William B. Ogden Free Library requesting permanent curbing on North 

Street in front of the Library was submitted to the Board.  Joe Cetta replied that the

Village cannot afford to do curbing at this time.  

RESOLUTIONS:
COALITION
A sample resolution adopted by the Town of Walton for Financial Support of the

OF 

Coalition of Watershed Towns was submitted to the Board.  The Clerk explained that the
WATERSHED
Town was urging other municipalities to support the Coalition in funding the litigation

TOWNS

against the EPA.  After discussion and review, Edward Balfour made a motion to adopt a 



resolution (copy attached) for financial support of the Coalition of Watershed Towns in 



the sum of $2000.00 to be used for litigation against the EPA to overturn the issuance of a

10-year FAD by the EPA.   Teresa O’Leary seconded.  Carried unanimously.
NYS PROPERTY A letter from James Tedisco, Assembly Minority Leader, regarding the New York State 
TAXPAYER
Property Taxpayer Protection Act was submitted to the Board.  After discussion and 
PROTECTION
review of the sample resolution, the Board determined to take no action at this time, but 
ACT

to research this matter further.
DELAWARE RIVER A letter from James M. Hendry, III, Esq., Second Ward Councilman for the City of 
BASIN COMMISSION Port Jervis, NY requesting support to oppose the Delaware River Basin

Commission and the Flexible Flow Management Plan.  After discussion and review, the 
Board determined to take no action at this time, but to research this matter further.

EXECUTIVE
Edward Balfour made a motion to go into executive session to discuss contract 
SESSION
 negotiations at 8:00 p.m.  Teresa O’Leary seconded.  Carried unanimously.



No action was taken during executive session.


Teresa O’Leary made a motion to come out of executive session at  8:20 p.m.  Rich


Morley seconded.  Carried unanimously.

MOTION TO
Teresa O’Leary made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 8:22 p.m.  Rich Morley                                                                               

ADJOURN          seconded.  Carried unanimously.

NEXT
              Next regular meeting of the Village Board will be held on Monday, August 6, 2007 at  

MEETING          6:00 p.m. in the Village Clerk’s Office, 21 North Street.

Virginia L. O’Dell, Clerk 

