The regular meeting of the Walton Village Board was held on Monday, July 10, 2006, at 6:00 p.m. in the Village Clerk’s Office, 21 North Street, Walton.

Present:  Edward H. Snow, Sr., Mayor

Attorney – Francis W. Wood 

Trustees:   Rich Morley


    Lillian J. Browne

    Michael Freeman


    Teresa O’Leary  

Clerk- Virginia L. O’Dell

Reporters:  Patty Lallot – Walton Reporter


    T.J.E. Productions – Channel 23
Mayor Edward H. Snow, Sr. called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. and led the Board in the Pledge of Allegiance.

JUNE 27, 
Mayor Snow explained that the recent flood of June 27, 2006 has devastated the Village

2006 FLOOD
of Walton.  Mayor Snow thanked all the agencies and volunteers – too numerous to

mention individually – for all the cooperation and effort to restore the Village to its 

former state.  Mayor Snow reported that the Village will have major work to return its

businesses, residences and public utilities to their former condition.

PUBLIC

A public hearing on Local Law #6-2006 which is a revision of Chapter 49, Articles X

HEARING
Vehicle and Traffic of the Village of Walton Code was the first item on the agenda.    

LOCAL LAW
Due to the recent flooding in the Village, the Mayor asked to postpone this hearing.  

#6-2006

After discussion and review, Lillian Browne made a motion to allow the Clerk to
advertise for a public hearing on Local Law #6-2006 to be held on Monday, August 7,
2006 at 6:00 p.m. in the Village Clerk’s office.  Rich Morley seconded.  Carried
unanimously.

CONSENT AGENDA:

MINUTES:  The minutes of the June 5, 2006 Village Board meeting was submitted to the  Board.    


       The minutes of the June 26, 2006, June 27, 2006, June 30, 2006 special Village Board
       meeting were submitted to the Board.

ABSTRACTS:
The audit committee reviewed the abstracts and recommended approval as follows:

The General Fund Abstract in the sum of $123,793.70 was presented to the Board. 

The Water Fund Abstract in the sum of $47,906.53 was presented to the Board. 

The Wastewater Fund Abstract in the sum of $62,724.23 was presented to the Board.
The Prescription Insurance Fund Abstract in the sum of $238.09 was presented to the

   Board. 



The Small Cities Fund Abstract in the sum of $23,000.00 was presented to the Board. 



The Wastewater Upgrade Fund Abstract in the sum of $3,850.01 was presented to the
                                Board.
After review, Michael Freeman made a motion to approve the consent agenda items as

submitted.  Teresa O’Leary seconded.  Carried unanimously.

DEPARTMENT HEADS:

Public Works  
Joseph Cetta, DPW Superintendent submitted his oral monthly report for June 2006.  



Joe Cetta praised his crew for a job well done during the recent flood and water service


interruption.  Rich Morley commended the Public Works Crew for going above and


beyond to help the citizens of our community.

WELL

Joe Cetta reported that the flood severely damaged the water line up Lower Third Brook.

FOR

Mr. Cetta reported that the cost to repair the main to service one customer who is 

ALVAREZ
actually outside the Village and the last service on the line would be prohibitive to put
back.  Mr. Alvarez has been without Village water since June 27, 2006.  Mr. Cetta asked
Mr. Alvarez to get three estimates for well drilling.  Mr. Cetta reported that the best
estimate was from Lafever Well Drilling for $8000.00.  Attorney Wood has drafted an
agreement between the Village of Walton and Mr. and Mrs. Jacob Alvarez to pay for the
drilling of the well which would become totally their responsibility.  After discussion
and review, Lillian Browne made a motion to allow the Mayor to sign an agreement
with Jacob and Linda Alvarez to pay for the cost up to $8000.00 for a well which will
become the responsibility of the Alvarezs.  Rich Morley seconded.  Carried
unanimously.  Attorney Wood advised that the Village is retaining water rights.  This
agreement cancels the current water bill that was issued July 3, 2006. 

WATER

Joe Cetta reported that the Village lost over 1,000,000 gallons of water in two hours
STATUS
time.  Mr. Cetta reported that three mains had leaks and two river crossings were
breached.  Mr. Cetta reported that we were able to get water back in service much
quicker than he thought could be done.  Mr. Cetta reported that assistance from the
different agencies such as Rural Water and NYSDOH as well as other private companies
was a great help.  Mr. Cetta reported that the boil water advisory has been lifted after
testing has been done to ensure that the water is safe to drink. 
FRED COOK
Joe Cetta reported that an emergency contract has been entered into with Fred Cook
SEWER

for sewer line work.  Mr. Cetta reported that it may be 6 to 8 months before we know the



extent of damage.  Mr. Cetta said we need to make a plan on the scope of the work.

JOHN “JACK”
Joe Cetta reported that the focus of the recreation department is to get the pool up and 

KELLY

running.  Mr. Cetta hopes to accomplish this by the weekend.  

POOL

SUMMER
Mr. Cetta reported that the summer baseball program will be starting this weekend.

BASEBALL  

VILLAGE            David Ohman of Delaware Engineering submitted a written outline of issues to be

ENGINEER
discussed by the Board. 

WWTP

Dave Ohman reported that the wastewater treatment plant was in compliance in    Operations
May 2006 for all SPDES permit limits.   Mr. Ohman anticipates that the plant will
be in compliance for June for all SPDES permit limits except flow.  Mr. Ohman updated the Board on equipment maintenance and repairs which were necessary for proper operation as a result of the June 27, 2006 flood.   Mr. Ohman reported that a spare motor for sewage grinder.  Mr. Ohman reported that NYCDEC and NYCDEP inspections were conducted early in June and were satisfactory.  
WWTP
David Ohman reported that the Village continues to wait for a retainage check for one    

UPGRADE
remaining contract from NYSEFC for DSS Environmental for their retainage in the amount of $203,787.50 being held by NYCDEP.    

FEMA
Dave Ohman reported that additional labor hours beyond the 12 hour coverage should 
REIMBURSEMENT be covered under FEMA reimbursement at the Wastewater Treatment Plant.  Mr. 

WWTP
Ohman reported on other items that need to addressed due to flood damage.

SOUTHWORTH
Mr. Ohman reported that a five-year extended service coverage contract (gold coverage 
MILTON CAT
plan) with Milton CAT for the generator at the WWTP at a cost of $9,180.00 one-time 


payment is needed.  After discussion and review, Michael Freeman made a motion to enter into a 5-year extended service coverage contract on the WWTP generator with Milton CAT at a cost of $9,180.00.  Rich Morley seconded.  Carried unanimously.
CURRY WELL
Mr. Ohman reported that a June 8, 2006 letter from GES on Curry Well samples found    
REMEDIATION
no hydrocarbon issues but some other items were present and will be follow-up up on.
I/I Reduction 
Mr. Ohman reported that it is very likely that the June 2006 flood has affected the    
PROJECT 
sanitary system.  Mr. Ohman reported that some field work to inspect manholes and
retain some contractor to come in and do line cleaning and televising to identify new
problem areas.  Mr. Ohman reports average daily flow was about 1.2 million gallons per 
day with little flow from Kraft which normally provides about 400,000 gallons per day. 
Our permit limit is 1.55 million gallons per day so it is likely that we will be over our
limit once Kraft resumes production.

ICE JAMS/
Dave Ohman reported that permit application and follow-up structural assessment form, STREAMWORK completed to USACOE and NYSDEC for removal of gravel from West Brook from
Curry Well down to the River.  Work includes removal of approximately 900 cubic
yards of debris and gravel over a distance of approximately 850 lineal feet from the
Curry Well house to the river.  NYSDEC will put out Environmental Notice to solicit
comments.        

DELAWARE
Mr. Ohman reported that the work on Attachments C,H,I and J were provided to the

STREET
Village on June 22.  Mayor Snow reported that we have tabled this project at the present     
IMPROVEMENTS time.   
STORMWATER
Mr. Ohman reported that Contech Stormwater Solutions would provide new filter

RETROFIT
cartridges and would assist with change out at a cost of $8010.  Mr. Ohman reported 



this work is scheduled for September 2006 after the pool closes and all costs will be paid 


for using CWC funds.  Joe Cetta will coordinate with the County DPW to schedule the



vacuum truck in here at that time.

JUNE 2006
Mr. Ohman reported that he has been assisting the Village with finding and fixing water 

FLOOD

main breaks and leaks.  Mr. Ohman reported that he made on-site engineering and 



inspection services for the Ogden Street sewer manhole and Third Brook crossing sewer 



replacement and water main repair and prepared an emergency services contract with



Chicago Construction.  Mr. Ohman reported that water and sewer service for this area 



was restored at 6:00 p.m. on July 8, 2006.  Mr. Ohman reported that he is continuing to
work with the Mayor and Village DPW since the flood to assess damage and prioritize
work.  Mr. Ohman plans to accompany FEMA during site inspections to provide input
on the scope of required repairs.  Mr. Ohman reported on the priorities (copy enclosed)
of work.  Mr. Ohman explained about the clearing out of the streams.  Mr. Ohman
explained what he feels needs to be done to remove blockages.  Mr. Ohman suggested
that the Village send a letter of thanks to NYCDEP Commissioner Emily Lloyd for all
her help.

CONTRACT
An amendment to the contract with Delaware Engineering No. 2006-2 to provide 

AMENDMENT
services on a time and expenses basis was discussed by the Board.  Mr. Ohman reported
that all work should be funded by FEMA and SEMO based on the July 7 meeting with
FEMA and SEMO.  Mr. Ohman will develop contract amendments for engineering
services on project specific basis once scopes of work have been more clearly defined. 

FEMA AND
Mr. Ohman suggested that the Board hire someone to do paperwork for FEMA and

SEMO

SEMO under the 3% administration fee.  Michael Freeman made a motion to hire

PAPERWORK
someone to do the paperwork for FEMA and SEMO at the Mayor’s discretion.  Lillian
Browne seconded.  Carried unanimously.

AREA

Teresa O’Leary asked about clean up of the area between the street and sidewalk in front 

BETWEEN
of residences.  Joe Cetta said the Village cannot get around to everyone to do clean up.  STREET AND
Mr. Cetta said if the landowner can perform the clean up to document the expense and 
SIDEWALKS
keep the receipts.

CODE 

Gary MacRabie, Sr., Code Enforcement Official, was present and submitted his oral
ENFORCEMENT monthly report for June 2006.

VILLAGE  
Teresa O’Leary asked who inspects the restaurants that are reopening.  Gary MacRabie RESTAURANTS reported the NYSDOH is conducting inspections.  Maureen Wacha asked about an 


inspection sticker.  

FLAGGED
Teresa O’Leary asked about the flags on Village buildings.  Gary MacRabie explained 

BUILDINGS
what the red and yellow flags meant.  Mr. MacRabie reported that inspectors from NYC



came in and inspected about 800-1000 properties town wide.  Michael Freeman asked 



about the time frame on these structures.  Gary MacRabie said they would need permits 



for demolition and for reconstruction.  Attorney Wood said we cannot let this drag on

past a certain limit.  Mr. Wood advised that we have had cooperation from all but two

owners, so far.  Gary MacRabie said the DEC and FEMA are here to insure that the
work will meet the code.

POLICE CHIEF
Police Chief Melvin Woodin submitted a written monthly report for June 2006.

CRIMINAL
Rich Morley asked the Chief about looting.  Chief Woodin reported that very little

ACTIVITY
looting occurred during the period during and after the flood.

APPOINT
Chief Woodin recommended appointment of Jeffrey Clark as the sixth fulltime police SIXTH

officer.  Mayor Snow reported that he and the Public Safety Committee interviewed Mr.
POLICE

Clark and were very impressed with him. Mayor Snow appointed Jeffrey Clark as a full 

OFFICER
time police officer pending the successful completion of the agility test and physical.  



After discussion and review, Lillian Browne made a motion to confirm Mayor Snow’s 



appointment of Jeffrey Clark as a full time police officer pending the successful 



completion of the agility test and physical.  Teresa O’Leary seconded.  Carried

unanimously.

POLICE

Chief Woodin reported that the police department has been relocated to the Sheriff’s 
DEPARTMENT  office on the Fairgrounds due to the flooding of the police station on Delaware Street.

RELOCATION   Chief Woodin reported on his activity during the flood.  Mayor Snow thanked all the 



police agencies that assisted the Village of Walton during and after the flood.

VILLAGE   
Village Clerk Virginia O’Dell reported as Records Management Official, that many of
RECORDS
the Village’s records were irretrievably damaged during the June 27, 2006 flood as 21 ½ 

inches of water entered the clerk’s office.  Ms. O’Dell reported that the volume and
series of records were unidentifiable.  Ms. O’Dell reported that the damaged records
from the police department as well as significant records from the Clerk’s office were
sent away to be freeze dried upon recommendation from SARA representative, Suzanne
Etherington who is writing an emergency grant for $20,000 to assist the Village in this
matter. 

LAYOFF
Under Executive Rule, Mayor Snow laid off all Recreation staff due to the fact that no STAFF

recreation programs were able to function.  Mayor Snow rehired these persons as clean
up crew to assist with flood clean up.

EXTENSION
Village Clerk Virginia O’Dell requested permission to file for a 60 day extension of the 

TO FILE
Annual Update Document filing deadline of July 31, 2006 due to the flood.  After review 



and discussion, Teresa O’Leary made a motion to allow the Clerk to file for a 60 day 



extension to file the Annual Update Document.  Michael Freeman seconded.  Carried



unanimously.

VILLAGE  
Mayor Snow under executive rule, gave permission to Walton Construction and

HALL

Renovation to complete the necessary work to the building to make the Clerk’s office 

REPAIR

and Theatre safe and to clean up the flood damage.  Mayor Snow also authorized the



Clerk to purchase the furniture and file cabinets to get the office back up and running.

TRUSTEES REPORTS:   

WALTON
Teresa O’Leary reported that most of the new flower barrels floated away in the flood.   

BEAUTIFICATION Village Clerk Virginia O’Dell reported that 15 of the barrels have been located and 

COMMITTEE
 returned to the Village DPW complex.  Approximately 45 barrels remain missing.
WSI

Lillian Browne reported that several lifeguards have completed their certification for

CERTIFICATION Water Safety Instruction and are now eligible for the $9.00 per hour salary level. 
Lillian Browne made a motion to increase the pay rate from $7.50 to $9.00 per hour for
the following persons as of June 30, 2006:  Amanda Moffett; Brett Bright; Dustin
Bowker; Michael Barrow and Rachel Jones.  Rich Morley seconded.  Carried
unanimously.

RECREATION 
Lillian Browne reported that the Recreation programs have started as follows:  tennis at
PROGRAMS
high school; baseball and softball at Austin-Lincoln; basketball will start on Wednesday



at Austin-Lincoln; Arts and Crafts will be announced later.
RECORDS
Lillian Browne thanked County Clerk Sharon O’Dell for assisting the Village by 

MANAGEMENTsending  her Records Management personnel Deb Lambrecht to help with assessment of
the damaged records and to assist in drying out and providing materials.

TOWN OF
Lillian Browne thanked the Town of Walton for sending manpower and other resources

WALTON
to assist the Village with clean up at Austin Lincoln Park.

MAYOR’S REPORT:

SUMMER
Mayor Snow appointed Andy Rutherford as Assistant Tennis Instructor.  After review
RECREATION
and discussion, Lillian Browne made a motion to confirm the appointment of Andy EMPLOYEES
Rutherford as Assistant Tennis Instructor at an hourly rate of $7.00.  Rich Morley 



seconded.  Carried unanimously.

PUBLIC

Mayor Snow laid down the ground rules for public input and then opened the floor to 
INPUT

the public.  Mayor Snow asked people to identify themselves and state their address.

WALTON
Maureen Wacha on behalf of the Walton Chamber of Commerce asked about the status

CHAMBER OF
of the Walton Theatre for their annual fundraiser event in October.  Mayor Snow said

COMMERCE
the Village Board should know the extent of the damage and repair by the next Village
Board meeting.

THEATRE
Village Clerk Virginia O’Dell reported that RSS Director Jayne Francisco had asked LEASE

about the Theatre lease while the building is inoperable.  After discussion and review, 



Michael Freeman made a motion to abate the theatre rent from July 1, 2006 until the 



Theatre is able to operate again.  Teresa O’Leary seconded.  Carried unanimously.

BUILDING
Attorney Francis Wood suggested that the Village abate all building permit fees for a 
PERMIT
period of 90 days. After discussion and review, Teresa O’Leary made a motion to abate 

FEES

all building permit fees for a period of 90 days.  Michael Freeman seconded.  Carried 



unanimously.

ITALIAN
John Esposito reported that the Italian Festival is still scheduled to be held from noon-FESTIVAL
9:00 p.m. at St. John the Baptist Roman Catholic Church on July 15, 2006.

FIRSTTIME
Application #W3-65  was submitted to the Board for approval.  After discussion and  

HOMEBUYERS
review, Rich Morley made a motion to approve application #W3-65 in the sum of 


$25,000.00 as submitted.  Michael Freeman seconded.  Carried unanimously.

EXECUTIVE
Lillian Browne made a motion to go into executive session to discuss contract 
SESSION
negotiations at 7:40 p.m.  Rich Morley seconded.  Carried unanimously.



No action was taken during executive session.



Lillian Browne made a motion to come out of executive session at 8:03 p.m.  Rich
Morley seconded.  Carried unanimously.

CONTRACT
Mayor Snow asked Village Clerk Virginia O’Dell to call the Teamsters Union to

NEGOTIATIONS postpone contract negotiations due to the recent flood.

MOTION TO
Lillian Browne made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 8:05 p.m.  Rich Morley                                                              

ADJOURN          seconded.  Carried unanimously.

NEXT
          Next regular meeting of the Village Board will be held on Monday, August 7, 2006 at  

MEETING      6:00 p.m. in the Village Clerk’s Office, 21 North Street.

Virginia L. O’Dell, Clerk 

