The regular meeting of the Walton Village Board was held on Monday, June 2, 2008, at 6:00 p.m. in the Village Clerk’s Office, 21 North Street, Walton.

Present:  Edward H. Snow, Sr., Mayor

Trustees:   Rich Morley


    Teresa O’Leary 

    Lillian Browne


    Kenneth Landry   
Attorney:  David Merzig, Esq. was not required to attend    
Clerk- Virginia L. O’Dell
Reporters:  Glenn Graves – Walton Reporter

     T.J.E. Productions – Channel 23

Mayor Edward H. Snow, Sr. called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. and led the Board in the Pledge of Allegiance.

PUBLIC 
A proposed local law for a Cold War Veterans Exemption was the first item on the 

HEARING
agenda.  A list of persons attending this public hearing is attached and becomes a part of
LOCAL LAW
these minutes.  The Clerk read the notice of public hearing.  Teresa O’Leary made a
#1-2008 
motion to open the public hearing on the proposed local law to establish a Cold War

Veterans Exemption.  Kenneth Landry seconded.  Carried unanimously.



No comments were offered by the public.


Lillian Browne made a motion to close the public hearing on proposed Local Law #1



which would establish a Cold War Veterans Exemption.  Teresa O’Leary seconded. 

Carried unanimously.



Teresa O’Leary asked about the criteria for the exemption and if veterans could receive 


this along with another veterans exemption.  The Clerk replied they could not.



Lillian Browne made a motion to adopt Local Law #1-2008 Cold War Veterans

Exemption as submitted.  Teresa O’Leary seconded.  Carried unanimously.

PUBLIC 
A public hearing on local law #2-2008 regarding revision of Chapter 53 regarding storage
HEARING
containers was the next item on the agenda.  The Clerk read the notice of public hearing.  
LOCAL LAW
A list of persons attending this public hearing is attached and becomes a part of these 
#2-2008

minutes.   Teresa O’Leary made a motion to open the public hearing on proposed Local 


Law #2-2008 regarding revision of Chapter 53 regarding storage containers.  Rich Morley

seconded.  Carried unanimously.


Robert Pesout asked about the grandfather clause in the existing code.  Mayor Snow said 


if the proposed law is passed right now, containers already in place would be

grandfathered.  Rich Morley said with proper screening.  Robert Pesout said he feels the 

Board is heading in the wrong direction with the regulations.

Keath Davis asked about permitted uses under Section 53-13 B in the B-G zone.  Mr.

Davis said if he wants to create storage as a business does not want to have to remove

containers after 180 days.  Mayor Snow said they could be permanent under section 53

-13 C.  
Lillian Browne asked who determines how they are screened or painted.  Mayor Snow

said the Code Enforcement Official would determine that.



Kenneth Landry said the planning board struggled with this a lot.  Mayor Snow said this 


code is to make the Village look presentable.



Rich Morley said when he started looking, he was surprised at how many people have

                             containers that he had never noticed.



Kenneth Landry said maybe this code is overkill.  Teresa O’Leary said maybe if

neighbors talked to each other, but not everyone does that. 


Kenneth Landry said the planning board tried not to make it hard.  Mr. Landry said it

would do more harm to businesses than help.  Mr. Landry feels there is no help to the 

situation and feels it is not necessary.
Eileen Esposito asked if Mr. Landry supported the proposed code when he was on the

planning board.



Mr. Landry said the planning board had to come up with something.  


Teresa O’Leary said people come up to her and complain about certain areas such as

 Keath Davis’s property behind the Sunoco Station.



Paula O’Brien said if people are not strongly opposed to an issue, they tend not to come 


to a meeting.  Just because people are not here speaking in favor of the law, does not

mean there are not people who support it.



Teresa O’Leary asked why Mr. Davis is collecting truck bodies.


Keath Davis said his are steel containers.  Mr. Davis said he rents some and some are for 



his own use.  Mr. Davis said if the housing project had moved forward, he would have

had to remove the containers.  Teresa O’Leary asked Mr. Davis if he would be willing to

paint his containers and arrange them neatly.  Mr.Davis asked where the issue started.

Mayor Snow said the issue came up with the Miller Avenue School property.  Mr. Davis

said he could see no problem with the container at Miller Avenue.

Lillian Browne is not in favor of the screening or matching colors since it will be a

judgment call.   More discussion followed.


Teresa O’Leary made a motion to close the public hearing on proposed Local Law #2-


2008 regarding revision of Chapter 53 regarding storage containers.  Lillian Browne


seconded.  Carried unanimously.



After discussion and review, the Board tabled this matter for a future meeting.
DELAWARE
Rick Weidenbach and Scotty Gladstone were present and made a presentation to the 
COUNTY SOIL
Board regarding Keath Davis’s property on Delaware Street to reclaim the flood plain as
AND WATER
a flood mitigation project.  Mr. Weidenbach reported that this is an opportunity to take 
CONSERVATION a good step forward to reduce flooding.  Mr. Weidenbach said the Village could apply
RE:  FLOOD
for funding for purchase and reclamation of the flood plain.  Mr. Weidenbach asked if the
MITIGATION
Village wanted Soil and Water District to work with them to apply to the Catskill

Watershed Corporation for funding for purchase of the property.  Mr. Weidenbach said if
we are successful in getting that grant, then he can look at other funding sources for the 

balance of funds for purchase and reclamation.  Appraisal of the property was discussed.

Lillian Browne asked who would pay for the appraisal.  Rick Weidenbach was asked

whether the offer from the prior interested party would give us a ballpark figure to work

with.  Mr. Weidenbach said that could be used as an indicator of the Fair Market Value. 

Mayor Snow said the Village would own the land.  Kenneth Landry asked who would pay

for the property maintenance.  Mr. Weidenbach said the flood plain could be managed

with minimal work.  Mr. Weidenbach said the property could be eligible for hazard

mitigation funds.  Bruce Dolph said he felt it was a good opportunity for the potential

to stop flooding.  Mayor Snow agreed with Mr. Dolph.   



After further review and discussion, Teresa O’Leary made a motion that the Village make


an application to the Catskill Watershed Corporation for grant funds of $100,000 for

purchase of the Keath Davis property.  Kenneth Landry seconded.  Carried unanimously. 

CONSENT AGENDA:

MINUTES:  The minutes of the May 5, 2008 Village Board of Trustees meeting were submitted to the
                       Board.
ABSTRACTS:
The audit committee reviewed the abstracts for May 31, 2008 and recommended approval
  as follows:

The General Fund Abstract in the sum of $1,017,340.65 was presented to the Board. 

The Water Fund Abstract in the sum of $128,713.55 was presented to the Board. 

The Wastewater Fund Abstract in the sum of $143,920.51 was presented to the Board.


The Village of Walton Housing Rehabilitation Fund Abstract in the sum of $9,875.00 


  was presented to the Board.



The Village of Walton Small Cities CBDG Fund Abstract in the sum of $50.00 was

   presented to the Board.

The Village of Walton Prescription Insurance Fund Abstract in the sum of $762.94 was

  presented to the Board.

The Village of Walton Debt Service Fund Abstract in the sum of $281,390.98 was

  presented to the Board.

After review, Kenneth Landry made a motion to approve the consent agenda items as

submitted.  Rich Morley seconded.  Carried unanimously.
DEPARTMENT HEADS:
PUBLIC  
Joseph Cetta, DPW Superintendent submitted his monthly report for May 2008.

WORKS

WELL

Joe Cetta reported that Austin Lincoln Well #4 needs cleaning and rehabilitation.  Mr. 
REHABILITATION Cetta submitted a proposal from Layne Christensen Company in the sum of

$14,650.00 to complete this work.  After discussion and review, Rich Morley made a 
motion to allow Layne Christensen to clean and rehabilitate Austin Lincoln Well #4 at a
cost not to exceed $14,650.00.  Teresa O’Leary seconded.  Carried unanimously.

SENYWWC
Joe Cetta requested permission to allow Matt Myer, Ernest Smith and himself to attend 
SEMINAR
the SENYWWC seminar in Sidney on June 6, 2008.  The cost per person is $7.00 dues 

and $12.00 for the seminar.  Teresa O’Leary said Roger Hoyt needs to attend this seminar as well.  After discussion and review, Kenneth Landry made a motion to allow Joe Cetta, Matt Myer, Ernest Smith and Roger Hoyt to attend the SENYWWC seminar and to pay the fees.  Teresa O’Leary seconded.  Carried unanimously.
APPOINT
Mayor Snow appointed Jackie Yambor as a lifeguard based upon recommendation from 
LIFEGUARD
Joe Cetta, DPW Superintendent.  After discussion and review, Lillian Browne made a 



motion to confirm the appointment of Jackie Yambor as a lifeguard at an hourly rate of



$7.75 per hour.  Teresa O’Leary seconded.  Carried unanimously.

BRIDGE ST.
Joe Cetta reported that he is waiting for one permission to complete the paperwork on 
BRIDGE
removal of the gravel under the Bridge Street bridge. 

GRAVEL
HYDRANTS
Joe Cetta reported that he has replaced two hydrants and have identified others that need 

REPAIRS
repair or replacement, including one in front of the Townsend Elementary School.

WEST BROOK
Joe Cetta said funding sources to make the West Brook wall repair at the Mead Street

WALL REPAIR
bridge have been identified.

PARK STREET
Joe Cetta reported that he looked today at the Park Street wall and found it  is

WALL

deteriorating.  Mr. Cetta reported that he has spoken with Dave Ohman and asked him to



look at it also.  

VILLAGE   
David Ohman of Delaware Engineering submitted a written outline of issues to be

ENGINEER
discussed by the Board.   

WWTP

Dave Ohman’s report stated that the wastewater treatment plant was in compliance in  OPERATIONS
April 2008 for all SPDES permit limits.  Mr. Ohman reported that some additional flow 


has reappeared with the return of wet weather but is not affecting plant performance.

Mr. Ohman reported that the plant is functioning well and updated the Board on required 

maintenance and repairs. Mr. Ohman reported that the NYCDEP quarterly inspection on May 13, 2008 gave an overall satisfactory rating for the plant, however, the new inspector gave a marginal rating for the CBUDSF filter area housekeeping.      
CURRY WELL
Mr. Ohman reported that he has not received any new information this month.     

REMEDIATION  

WATER

Mr. Ohman reported that he is working with the Village DPW to refine work list and SYSTEM
prioritize the work and develop estimated project costs.  Mr. Ohman said the Village will

IMPROVEMENTS need to develop a financing plan once the scope of work, costs and project schedule

have been determined.  The Village Clerk has contacted bond counsel to review financing
rates and is working on other funding options such as USDA Rural Development. 

SERVICE
The service agreements for all contracts listed in the 2008-09 budget were approved by 
AGREEMENTS
the Village Board on February 26, 2008 and sent to NYCDEP.  Mr. Ohman requested
2008-09 permission to renew the service agreements as outlined in the 2008-09 budget.  After
discussion and review, Lillian Browne made a motion to renew the service agreements as outlined in the 2008-09 budget and as recommended by Delaware Engineering.  Rich Morley seconded.  Carried unanimously.

EQUIPMENT
The repair of a non-potable water pump was recommended by Dave Ohman of Delaware

REPAIR

Engineering at a cost of approximately $6,109.00 quoted by Siewert Equipment and

100% NYC cost was submitted to the Board.  After discussion and review, Teresa

O’Leary made a motion to repair the non-potable water pump as recommended by Dave
Ohman of Delaware Engineering at a NYC cost of approximately $6,109.00.  Rich
Morley seconded.  Carried unanimously.   
JUNE 2006
Mr. Ohman reported that he continues to work with the Village on all aspects of flood 

FLOOD

work.  Mr. Ohman reported that the critical projects underway now include:

1. Sanitary Sewer Infiltration and Inflow Reduction – study work – Mr. Ohman reported that he is preparing a summary report with recommendations for repairs for submittal to FEMA with an estimated project cost of $300,000.  This work, if approved, would likely be a 2009 project.

2.
Park Street Embankment – (FEMA PW #4779) and East Brook Waterline Embankment Repair – (FEMA PW #4517) - Contract VW2-G-07 – project closeout paperwork and request for close out has been sent to SEMO and we are awaiting reimbursement.  
3.        East Brook Waterline Bore (PW #4517)  – Mr. Ohman reported that project
closeout paperwork and request for close out has been sent to SEMO and we are awaiting reimbursement.  
4.        Austin-Lincoln Park Bridge – Mr. Ohman reported that the final site restoration 
was completed last week.  Mr. Ohman reported that he is processing the project closeout paperwork.  Mr. Ohman recommended that the Board authorize the Mayor to execute the project closeout paperwork, Certificate of Substantial Completion , etc. and to authorize the Clerk to provide final payment to TC Briggs for Payment Application #4 in the sum of $19,360.98. After review and discussion, Rich Morley made a motion to authorize the Mayor to execute the project closeout documents and to authorize the Clerk to provide final payment to TC Briggs for Payment Application #4 in the sum of $19,360.98.  Lillian Browne seconded.  Carried unanimously.  

5.       West Brook Waterline Crossings – Mr. Ohman reported that four water mains are
             exposed at various locations and FEMA has written a PW to include directional
             drilling under the stream and installing high density polyethylene pipe under the
             stream and reconnecting to existing cast or ductile iron at an estimated cost of
             $200,000.  Mr. Ohman recommended that the Village authorize the Village Clerk

             to advertise for bids for the project in the Walton Reporter following NYSDOH
             approval and receipt of the bid notice from Delaware Engineering.  After review 
             and discussion, Lillian Browne made a motion to allow the Village Clerk to

             advertise for bids for the project in the Walton Reporter as recommended by

             Delaware Engineering.  Rich Morley seconded.  Carried unanimously.

6.       Benton Avenue Pedestrian Bridge – includes installation of a new 6’ wide
             laminated wood pedestrian bridge. Mr. Ohman reported that the Delaware County
             DPW began bridge replacement on June 2, 2008.  Based on May 30 site visit 

             with Delaware County DPW staff, the County can provide assistance to construct 

             the concrete and steel superstructure and possibly the wood decking for the

             pedestrian bridge in conjunction with their bridge work.  Mr. Ohman       

             recommends that the Village resolve to authorize the County DPW to construct 


             the concrete and steel superstructure, and if deemed appropriate by Village DPW

             Superintendent Cetta, the wood decking, for the pedestrian bridge in conjunction 

             with their bridge work, with payments to be provided based on future County

             invoices.  After discussion and review, Teresa O’Leary made a motion to

             authorize the County DPW to construct the concrete and steel superstructure, and

             wood decking, if appropriate, for the pedestrian bridge in conjunction with their 
             bridge work, with payments to be provided based on future County invoices. 

                                         Rich Morley seconded.  Carried unanimously.

Other flood work to be addressed is:

1. Third Brook Watershed Study – Delaware County Soil and Water has taken the lead to look at spending the $50,000 LTAP grant monies.  The first effort will be to determine the conceptual stream geometry plan to see, then look at stormwater contributions and then look at ways to address critical slopes.  Mr. Ohman thanked these two organizations for keeping this project moving forward.
2. Pool Repairs – Mr. Ohman reported that we need to look at the amount of water lost and repair options including lining of the pool instead of replacing the bottom or identifying possible piping leaks.  Mr. Ohman reported that we need to fix leaking main pool and address deck issues by the wading pool.

3. Police Station – Mr. Ohman reported that the revised floor plan has received preliminary approval of  the Commission of Corrections and the State Court system such that we can now proceed with developing a project cost estimate once the Village agrees on a final location.  Several sites are currently under review.      
NOVEMBER
Mr. Ohman reported that phase II of the wall work was successfully completed.  Mr.   

2006 FLOOD
Ohman reported that the Village is ready to submit reimbursement request #2 to CWC 



Following receipt of cancelled checks from Robinson Bros. and Delaware Engineering.

PUBLIC SAFETY Police Chief David Halaquist submitted his written monthly report for May 2008.

CHAIRS AND
Chief Halaquist reported that the Village has received desks and chairs from the State 
DESKS 

Police who picked up and delivered them.

PARKING
Chief Halaquist reported that some parking signs have been replaced around the Village 

SIGNS

by the DPW making enforcement easier.

THANK YOU
Chief Halaquist requested that the Village Board send a thank you letter to the Delaware DELAWARE
County Fair Board and the Delaware County Sheriff for the use of the facility on the COUNTY
Fairgrounds.  Chief Halaquist said this was to be temporary quarters and here we are FAIR BOARD
almost two years later, still on the Fairgrounds.  Chief Halaquist said the Fair Board has 

AND 

been generous hosts and their cooperation has been greatly appreciated as has Sheriff

SHERIFF MILLS Mills’ cooperation.

CODE ENFORCEMENT:

Monthly

Code Enforcement Official Roger Hoyt submitted a written monthly report for May 2008. 

Report





Building and/or sign permits issued during the month of May 2008 are as follows:




Chris Storrer  – 76 Griswold St. – Sun Room




John Brienza – 71 St. John St. – enclosed porch




Reformed Presbyterian Church – 115 Townsend St. – 2 ½ car garage




Delaware Co. ARC – 38 Mt. Pleasant – single family house




Lester Darling – 98 St. John St. – demolition  

TRUSTEES REPORTS:  
BEAUTIFICATION  Lillian Browne read a letter from Joe Augustine that criticized the new committee’s COMMITTEE
  lack of activity with regard to flower planting.  Ms. Browne objected to this criticism 


and stated that she has been working on this issue.  Ms. Browne has asked the business
owners to plant and water flowers in the barrels in front of their location.  Teresa O’Leary stated that the barrels are self-watering.  Ms. Browne said she has contacted the Chamber of Commerce to come up with fund raising activities to support the Beautification Committee.  Teresa O’Leary asked Ms. Browne about the bridge flags which were the Beautification Committee’s responsibility that we not displayed on Memorial Day.  Ms. Browne said they have not had a meeting of the committee since there is a lack of funds.  Ms. Browne asked that people contact her if they want to volunteer.  
PARKS AND
Teresa O’Leary reported that 270 children have signed up for the summer programs to

RECREATION
date.  
THEATRE
Rich Morley reported that the Theatre Restoration Committee is waiting to here on grant

RESTORATION
applications they have filed.  Mr. Morley further reported that the Theatre Restoration COMMITTEE
Committee is applying for a 501C to allow them to get their own checking account to use


for their fund raising activities.  Mr. Morley reported that grant applications would still be



reported through the Village, but that the fund raising activity would be separate from the



Village.  This was brought about by a letter from the auditors stating that use of the

Village’s Federal Tax Identification Number made it necessary that the Village have

control of these funds.  

NEXT MEETING Lillian Browne asked that registering for lawn sales and the siting of the new police AGENDA
station be on next month’s agenda.

MAILING 
Rich Morley said he wanted to discuss a letter address to Kenneth Landry from Greg

FROM GREG
Waldron and mailed to the Village Board members at their residences.  Mr. Morley said 

WALDRON
that he understood that after last month’s meeting there would be no more discussion of 



the level of work performed by the Village Clerk.  Mr. Morley said he finds this

distasteful.  Ms. Browne said she did not think it was personal, only questioning the form.

Teresa O’Leary has a problem with this being mailed to her residence.  Mr. Waldron does

not provide us with his home address, why should he use ours, Ms. O’Leary said.  Mayor
Snow said when you are after a person’s job that affects their livelihood, that this is a
vicious attack.  Mayor Snow said if Mr. Waldron has concerns, he should appear in
person.
MAYOR’S REPORT:
WALTON
Mayor Snow reported that he and Joe Cetta met with Len Govern and Walter Geidel of 
FIRE 

the Walton Fire Commissioners regarding a contract to provide snow removal services in
COMMISSIONERS exchange for fire hydrant inspections.  Mayor Snow reported that we have not heard 



back from them as of this date.  Joe Cetta reported that it is in the fire commissioners’

attorney hands to draw up the agreement.
AQUA

Mayor Snow reported that Aqua America, Inc. was supposed to come to this meeting to 

AMERICA, INC.
give a presentation on purchasing the Village’s water system.  Mayor Snow asked Mr.



Landry why they declined to be here.  Kenneth Landry said they are not interested due to



the politics within the Board.  Mayor Snow said he would be interested in hearing their

proposal.  Mr. Landry will contact them again to see if they will present a proposal.   
CATSKILL
Mayor Snow reported that a letter was sent to the Catskill Watershed Corporation asking 

WATERSHED
for their assistance with a low interest loan to help us with the shortfall in our budget from CORPORATION
the non-reimbursable flood expenses.  Mayor Snow reported that he received a letter back 
LOAN REQUEST from Alan Rosa stating that there was nothing they could do to help us. 

PUBLIC

Mayor Snow laid down the ground rules for public input and then opened the floor to 

INPUT

the public.  Mayor Snow asked people to stand, identify themselves and state their
address.

RALPH

Ralph Hoffman spoke about a problem with West Brook.  Mr. Hoffman reported that the

HOFFMAN
pipeline that goes across West Brook is being undermined.  DPW Superintendent Joe 



Cetta said he is waiting for DOH approval to sign up and go forward with the water

crossing project.

WILLIAM
William Rathmell told the Board he is concerned with the West Brook curve

RATHMELL
reconstruction.  Mr. Rathmell said within six months, the gravel has come up the side of


The bank.

BRUCE 

Bruce Dolph said he was having trouble reading the Village’s budget.  Mr. Dolph handed

DOLPH

out copies of the Town of Walton budget and work sheet.

EILEEN

Eileen Esposito thanked Mayor Snow, Rich Morley and Teresa O’Leary for marching in 

ESPOSITO
the Civil War Reenactment parade.  Ms. Esposito said it was a great turnout.

DELAWARE
Application # WRCD-18 in the sum of $3812.00 for the Housing rehabilitation program OPPORTUNITIES was submitted to the Board.  After discussion and review, Rich Morley made a motion HOUSING
to approve Application # WRCD-18 in the sum of $3812.00 as submitted.  Lillian   
REHAB

Browne seconded.  Carried unanimously.
AWARD
Based on recommendation from Dave Ohman of Delaware Engineering, regarding the 
HIGHWAY,
awarding of bids for chemicals on the attached itemized schedule, and after review and 


WATER AND
discussion, Rich Morley made a motion to approve the bids for highway, water and sewer   

SEWER

materials as recommended by Delaware Engineering as submitted on the attached 
MATERIALS
itemized schedule.  Kenneth Landry seconded.  Carried unanimously.

COALITION
The annual membership fee of $500.00 was submitted to the Board.  After discussion and OF 

review, Rich Morley made a motion to approve the payment of the annual membership 
WATERSHED
fee of $500.00.  Lillian Browne seconded.  Rich Morley, Teresa O’Leary, Lillian Browne  

TOWNS

and Edward Snow voted yes.  Kenneth Landry voted no.  Motion was carried.
QUARTERLY
The Clerk submitted the quarterly investment report for May 31, 2008 to the Board.  INVESTMENT
After discussion and review, Lillian Browne made a motion to accept the quarterly REPORT
investment report as submitted.  Teresa O’Leary seconded. Carried unanimously.

REVIEW
The Justice Court Books and questionnaire to certify the books was submitted to the JUSTICE
Board for review.  After discussion, Mayor Snow suggested that the audit committee 
COURT BOOKS
review the Justice Court books rather than hiring Gruver, Zweifel and Scott to audit the


records at a cost of $600-$800.00.  After discussion and review, Teresa O’Leary made a



motion to have the audit committee review and certify the justice court books.  Lillian

Browne seconded.  Carried unanimously. 

PUBLIC

David Cornwell and Scott Wells from the NYSDEC were present regarding the public  

FISHING
fishing rights proposal and gave an in depth presentation.  Mr. Wells said the easements 

RIGHTS
would be 33 feet wide and would be forever.  Rich Morley asked that the contract forms

provided be forwarded to Village Attorney David Merzig for review.  The Board took no

action on this matter. 

WATER AND
The Clerk requested permission to publish a legal notice on the proposed local laws to 

SEWER RATES
revise the water and sewer rates.  After discussion and review, Rich Morley made a
LOCAL LAWS
motion to allow the Clerk to advertise for a public hearing to be held on Monday, July 7, 


2008 at 6:00 p.m. for a local law to revise the water rates and for a local law to revise the 



sewer rates.  Lillian Browne seconded.  Carried unanimously.

GARDINER 
The Clerk requested permission to publish a legal notice on the proposed local law to AND NORTH
establish two-hour parking zones on Gardiner Place in front of the post office and on 
STREET
the west side of North Street from Delaware to Platt Street.  After discussion and review,

LOCAL LAW
the Board tabled this item until next month. 

INSURANCE
Owen McKane of the DeForest Group was present and submitted his quote for the 
QUOTES
Village’s insurance in the sum of $54,183.11 with Selective.  Mr. McKane reported that

he insures the Villages of Delhi and Hancock.  Mr. McKane said he has another company

called the Argonaut Group in the sum of $53,183.00.


James Thomson from Mang Insurance Company was present and submitted his quote for 

the Village’s insurance of  $65,226.01.  Mr. Thomson gave a brief history of his

company’s involvement with the Village.  Mr. Thomson said NYMIR only insures

municipalities and the Village is part owner of the company.  Mr. Thomson said there are
peaks and valleys in the insurance market place.

The Clerk reminded the Board that the insurance expires on June 21, 2008.  After

discussion and review, the Board determined that they would hold a special meeting to 

decide on the insurance coverage once they had the opportunity to compare the quotes.

RESOLUTION
Mayor Snow reported that at the Board’s direction, Attorney David Merzig researched the

FOR PRAYER
legality of saying an opening prayer at the beginning of the Village Board meeting.  The 

AT MEETING
attached resolution was submitted to the Board.  


Rev. Kirk Darville said he is willing to participate in this resolution.  Rev. Brad Johnston



said FEMA used the Churches as a network to reach people after the June 2006 flood. 

Lillian Browne stated she was opposed to the adoption of this resolution.  Kenneth

Landry read a prepared statement opposing the adoption of this resolution.  Rich Morley
said since our Founding Fathers, Congress has been opening with prayer.  Joe Cance  



asked about the definition of separation of Church and State.  Lillian Browne said you

cannot do this in school.  Bruce Dolph said he is concerned that you are setting up
policies for future Board members.  Mr. Dolph said this is a private choice.  Gilbert
Williams said if you were running for State Senate would you walk out.  Terence O’Leary
said in public education this is a continuing matter for the legal community.  Mr. O’Leary 
spoke about the power of the people.  Lillian Browne said the Board should table this
matter and let the constituents make their feelings known to the Board members.  Owen
O’Leary said this matter was discussed at last month’s meeting and was televised.   If 

persons were opposed, wouldn’t they have made their feelings known.  Eileen Esposito
said the Board represents everyone in every decision you make.  

After review and discussion, Rich Morley made a motion to adopt the attached resolution. 
Teresa O’Leary seconded.  Rich Morley, Teresa O’Leary and Edward Snow, Sr. voted
yes.  Lillian Browne and Kenneth Landry voted no.  Motion was carried. 

ANNUAL
A letter from the Cooperative Extension regarding the annual 4-H duck race to be held on 
4-H DUCK
July 19, 2008 was submitted to the Board.  After discussion and review, Teresa O’Leary 
RACE

made a motion to allow the Cooperative Extension to hold its annual 4-H duck race on 



July 19, 2008 as requested.  Lillian Browne seconded.  Carried unanimously.

LETTER
A letter from Jill Decker regarding the status of the tree in front of her residence at 
FROM JILL
William Street was submitted to the Board.  After discussion and review, DPW 
DECKER
Superintendent Joe Cetta reported that this tree is on his list for removal according to  

RE: TREE
priority.
LETTER
A letter from the residents of 22 Gardiner Place regarding speed on Opera Avenue was 
FROM 22
submitted to the Board.  After discussion and review, the Board determined that the  

GARDINER
children should not be playing in the parking lot on Opera Avenue.  Rich Morley asked  
PLACE RE:
that the Clerk send them the residents a letter stating that it is not appropriate for them to
SPEEDING
allow the children to play in the parking lot.  
LETTER
A letter from Deborah Brown regarding the planting of replacement trees where adult FROM

trees have been removed was submitted to the Board.  After discussion and review, 
DEBORAH
Mayor Snow reported that we will look into planting trees as we can afford it.
BROWN

RE:  TREE REPLACEMENT

LETTER
A letter from a taxpayer regarding the repavement of Maple Street from Guild Street to 

RE:  MAPLE
the end of the street was submitted to the Board.  After discussion and review, the Board
STREET
tabled this item until next month when representatives from that area will be present to 
REPAVEMENT
address the Board.
LETTER
A letter from the residents of Mead Street requesting permission to have a block party on

FROM MEAD
July 12, 2008 from 12:00 noon to 10:30 p.m  After review and discussion, Teresa 
STREET RE:
O’Leary made a motion to allow the block party on July 12, 2008 with the same

BLOCK PARTY  conditions as last year from 12:00 noon to 10:30 p.m.  Lillian Browne seconded.  Carried
unanimously.

EXECUTIVE
Lillian Browne made a motion to go into executive session to discuss real estate and an 
SESSION
office personnel matter at 10:10 p.m.  Kenneth Landry seconded.  Carried unanimously.



No action was taken during executive session.



Rich Morley made a motion to come out of executive session at 10:26 p.m.  Kenneth 


Landry seconded.  Carried unanimously.

JOHN CLARK
A request from John Clark to hold over one week’s vacation past December 31, 2008 and 

VACATION
to allow him to use his accumulated four weeks vacation the last week of February 

AND UNPAID
through the first week of April was submitted to the Board.  Lillian Browne made a 

LEAVE

motion to approve the leave request from John Clark as submitted.  Kenneth Landry 



seconded.  Carried unanimously.

MOTION TO
Rich Morley made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 10:28 p.m.  Lillian Browne                                                                                                        

ADJOURN          seconded.  Carried unanimously.

NEXT
              Next regular meeting of the Village Board will be held on Monday, July 7, 2008 at 6:00    

MEETING          p.m. in the Village Clerk’s Office, 21 North Street.

Virginia L. O’Dell, Clerk
