The regular meeting of the Walton Village Board was held on Monday, February 6, 2006, at 6:00 p.m. in the Walton Theatre on Gardiner Place, Walton.

Present:  Edward H. Snow, Sr., Mayor

Attorney – Francis W. Wood 

Trustees:   David L. Breese 


    Richard Moore 

    Rich Morley


    Lillian J. Browne  

Clerk- Virginia L. O’Dell

Reporters:  Patty Lallot – Walton Reporter


    T.J.E. Productions – Channel 23

     Zachary Parrish - WDLA

Mayor Edward H. Snow, Sr. called the meeting to order at 6:02 p.m. and led the Board in the Pledge of Allegiance.

PUBLIC

A public hearing for the proposed Local Laws #1-2006 and #2-2006 to supercede
HEARING
Chapter 17 Dogs and Cats was the first item on the agenda.  The Clerk read the notice LOCAL LAW
of public hearing.  A list of persons attending the public hearing is attached and
#1-2006 and
becomes a part of these minutes.  Lillian Browne made a motion to open the public
LOCAL LAW
hearing.  Richard Moore seconded.  Carried unanimously.  

#2-2006




Joan Hall asked for a summary of the law.  Attorney Francis Wood said the law is more 


specific about what is covered but the Village is no longer regulating cats.


Jim Bell asked if cats will be covered under another law.  Attorney Wood said we will


not regulate cats at all.

Richard Moore made a motion to close the public hearing.  Lillian Browne seconded. 

Carried unanimously.   



After further discussion, Richard Moore made a motion to adopt the Local Law #1
-2006 and Local Law #2-2006 as submitted.  Rich Morley seconded.  Carried
unanimously.

PUBLIC 
A public hearing for the proposed Local Law #3-2006 Games of Chance was the next 

HEARING
item on the agenda.  The Clerk read the notice of public hearing.  Richard Moore made  

LOCAL LAW
a motion to open the public hearing.  David Breese seconded.  Carried unanimously.

#3-2006



Joan Hall asked for a summary of the law.  Attorney Francis Wood said the proposed


law permits games of chance as permitted for not-for-profit organizations under the laws

of the State of New York and as regulated by the NYS Racing and Wagering Board.



Terence O’Leary said State law permits this kind of wagering.  Mr. O’Leary explained


how the gaming system works.



Attorney Wood stated that this local law would be subject to permissive referendum but 


that the Village Board has decided to place it on the ballot for the March 21, 2006

Village election.



Lillian Browne made a motion to close the public hearing.  Rich Morley seconded.



Carried unanimously.



After further discussion, Lillian Browne made a motion to adopt Local Law #3-2006 



as submitted, subject to permissive referendum at the March 21, 2006 Village election.


Richard Moore seconded.  Carried unanimously.
PUBLIC

A public hearing for the proposed Local Law #4-2006 Chapter 53 Zoning was the next

HEARING
item on the agenda.  The Clerk read the notice of public hearing.  Richard Moore made 

LOCAL LAW
a motion to open the public hearing.  Rich Morley seconded.  Carried unanimously.

#4-2006



Tom Evans of the Delaware County Planning Department was present to answer 


questions regarding this proposed local law.

Tom Evans submitted a full SEQR application for the Board to review and to complete if the local law is adopted.  


Mary Meeker asked what effect this change would have on property taxes.  Mayor Snow 



said it would have no effect.




Tom Evans explained that since the last public hearing, changes have been made to the 


zoning code document based on public input.  Duplication of code, over regulation, more

liberal view on the business community are some of the issues that are being addressed by

the revision.  Mr. Evans said a more liberal code is the objective.

David Polge said he objects to the area of Stockton Avenue and South Street being

changed to mixed use which would allow commercial and residential.  Mr. Polge asked 

what is the purpose of making this commercial.

Tom Evans said the development of the mixed use district would allow a buffer between

commercial and residential properties allowing some small commercial uses.  This would 

allow the commercial use to expand without spot zoning which is not permitted.  Input 

from the public asked for this use to extend into this area.

David Polge said he is in favor of going for a specific use variance.

Tom Evans said under the current code if a business is dormant for a period of time, the 

use could be null and void.  If the use was permitted, someone else could go in and

reinstate the use.  



David Polge said a new business might not be attractive, and you need to protect the

residential areas to attract people to the Village.  Mr. Polge said the lack of residential
housing makes it hard to recruit and hire people to work at the hospital.  Mr. Polge said 

he is all for business but we need nice neighborhoods as well.  Mr. Polge feels that once

you change the zone to commercial use, you will have no control.

Tom Evans said 169 parcels have been developed for proposed mixed use zones.

Tom Batson asked about size of businesses allowed.  What would be allowed in

residential areas.  Tom Evans said certain requirements would be met, not everything and

anything would be allowed.  Mr. Evans said the use would still have to go through a

review process.  Mr. Evans said there would be checks and balances in place.

Teresa O’Leary asked how many parcels involved in the mixed use zone are currently
used for something other than residential.  Tom Evans said maybe 50-75%.
Terence O’Leary asked if he is talking land area or number of parcels.  Mr. O’Leary

asked what the planners have in mind for this area.  Tom Evans said no specific plans.

Maureen O’Connell said under the proposed code, you could wake up with a daycare

center next door.

Maureen O’Connell said if a bed and breakfast wanted to open in that area, what

procedure would they have to go through.  Tom Evans said they would come before the

Village office and file a plan.  They would need to comply with all regulatory agencies.

Maureen O’Connell asked if it would need a variance.  Tom Evans said maybe or not,

pending on what is required.  Maureen O’Connell asked if no variance is required, would 

a public hearing be held.  Tom Evans said possibly not, if no variance is needed.

John Cerillo asked why do we need these changes?  Tom Evans said the revisions are in

keeping with the comprehensive plan.  In order to comply with the plan, the planning

board was to visit the zoning code and update the code. 

Maureen O’Connell asked why the public hearing is being held now while many residents

are out of the area.  Tom Evans said that is why we sent the letters.  David Breese said

there is no perfect time to schedule a public hearing – in the summer months, people are

away on vacation or don’t want to come to a meeting when it is nice weather.

Terence O’Leary asked why the changes are originating from the State and projects from

grant money, why not input from the Village residents.  Tom Evans said all work has been 

done within the Village, with their input.

Jeffrey Harris asked if the proposed zoning changes have been compared against the
comprehensive plan.  Tom Evans said yes.  Mr. Harris asked the Village Board if they
feel it is ready to adopt.  Mr. Harris said at the February 6, 2006 meeting of the Village
Board, the Board did not feel it was ready to adopt.  What has changed your opinions?  
 

Tom Evans said he feels the proposed code is ready for adoption and feels it is a good

step for the Village.  Mayor Snow said one of the main revisions was signage.  Mayor 
Snow feels the code could have been made shorter but 17 pages of definitions are needed.

Mayor Snow said he could not find any area of this document that are being disputed.  

Mayor Snow said the signage was the only issue he was aware of.  Mayor Snow said this 

is the first he has heard about Stockton Avenue being an issue.  Mayor Snow said the

business community had voiced criticism regarding the restrictions, but they were

addressed.  Mayor Snow said the Village Board could pass the proposed code and still let
it be worked on by the planning board. 

Jeffrey Harris said in his opinion, the document was not ready for adoption.

Joan Hall said why were we not notified in the past of this type of hearing.  Ms. Hall said 

the businesses in that area now are unobtrusive.  Ms. Hall feels that zoning appeals let

people know what is happening.  Ms. Hall feels people in the neighborhood should be

notified and have input when something is coming in.  Ms. Hall asked what could happen

with the proposed code that could not be done with the present code through a variance.

Tom Evans read through the proposed 15 permitted uses and the conditional uses.

Jeffrey Harris said the proposal is not nearly ready.  Maureen O’Connell said this is the

first time they were ever notified of the proposed changes.

Helen Pratti asked if the changes would affect her building.  Tom Evans said the present 

use can continue as you are even if you sell to a new owner, but changes may need to be

approved.

Richard Schmidt asked what would be the process to change the proposed zoning.  Tom
Evans said if you are on the boundary of zones, the line could be adjusted.  Mr. Schmidt 

asked what is the time frame to approve this.  Mr. Evans said if the Village Board feels
the code is ready, they could adopt it tonight.

Mayor Snow said he feels the Village Board should table this and encourage the public to
attend the meetings of the planning board and let their feelings be known.



Bruce Dolph said he is more concerned with the commercial and industrial zones.  Mr. 


Dolph feels these zones should be left as they are.  Mr. Dolph said under the variance
process they would be taken case by case as was recently done.  Mr. Dolph said the

zoning change would take that process away.
Maxine Locherer asked about purchasing a copy of the proposed code.  Mayor Snow

advised that the proposed code is available on the Village’s website.

Lillian Browne made a motion to close the public hearing.  Rich Morley seconded.



Carried unanimously.



After further discussion, Lillian Browne made a motion to table Local Law #4-2006 and 



asked for more public input from community members.  Rich Morley seconded.  Carried
unanimously.

CONSENT AGENDA:

MINUTES:  The minutes of the January 9, 2006 Village Board meeting was submitted to the  Board.    


       The minutes of the January 20, 2006 Village Board meeting was submitted to the Board.

ABSTRACTS:
The audit committee reviewed the abstracts and recommended approval as follows:

The General Fund Abstract in the sum of $96,028.38 was presented to the Board. 

The Water Fund Abstract in the sum of $22,466.33 was presented to the Board. 

The Wastewater Fund Abstract in the sum of $124,884.92 was presented to the Board.
The Prescription Insurance Fund Abstract in the sum of $1,026.01 was presented to the

   Board. 

BUDGET
A list of budget modifications (copy attached) was submitted to the Board.

MODIFICATIONS



After review, David Breese made a motion to approve the consent agenda items as

submitted.  Richard Moore seconded.  Carried unanimously.

DEPARTMENT HEADS:

POLICE CHIEF
Police Chief Melvin Woodin submitted a written monthly report for January 2006 and his annual report for 2005.

FUNDING FOR
Chief Woodin reported that the Walton Police Department will be allotted $3500.00  
STOP DWI
from the Delaware County Stop DWI funds for 2006 and $1960.00 for selective traffic  enforcement program.

Public Works  
Joseph Cetta, DPW Superintendent submitted his written monthly report for January 2006.  Mr. Cetta said the Village has in the past focused on sidewalk replacement and this has been successful.  Mr. Cetta reported that the focus now needs to be on the Village’s water and stormwater systems and reported that the DWSRF list needs to be reviewed and prioritized.

SIDEWALK
Joe Cetta reported that he has spoken with Andrew Jackson, WCS Maintenance,

MACHINE
regarding a joint effort regarding a sidewalk machine which would raise sidewalk.  Mr.

Cetta reported that upon review with his Committee, he will discuss this issue with Mr.

Jackson and get more detailed information.  

VILLAGE            David Ohman of Delaware Engineering submitted a written outline of issues to be

ENGINEER
discussed by the Board in his absence. 

WWTP

Dave Ohman reported that the wastewater treatment plant was in compliance in    Operations
December 2005 for all SPDES permit limits.   Mr. Ohman anticipates that the plant will
be in compliance for January for all SPDES permit limits.  Effluent temperature was 
not greater that 21 degrees C.   Mr. Ohman updated the Board on equipment
maintenance and repairs.   Mr. Ohman reported that no inspections were conducted this  month.  
WWTP

Mr. Ohman reported that he is still working on the 2006-07 budget which needs to be

BUDGET
approved by the end of February and submitted to NYCDEP.  Mr. Ohman is working on 


a contract with Delaware Engineering for submittal to the Board. 


ANNUAL
Mr. Ohman reported that he is working to generate the annual report to NYSDEC 

WWTP

regarding Industrial/Commercial Users which needs to be sent in by end of February.

REPORT

WWTP 
David Ohman reported that the Village continues to wait for a retainage check for one    

UPGRADE
remaining contract from NYSEFC for DSS Environmental for their retainage in the amount of $203,787.50 being held by NYCDEP.    

CURRY WELL
Mr. Ohman reported that GES conducted geoprobes/soil borings around MW-31

REMEDIATION
(behind) CVS on February 1, 2006 to try to characterize the hydrocarbons in that area

 for subsequent localized remediation.  
I/I Reduction 
Mr. Ohman reported that he is working on project scope and cost to submit to the US PROJECT
Army Corps of Engineers for the $533,000 project to reduce the flow of “clean” water
into the sanitary sewer pipelines.  Mayor Snow told the Board that the Village needs 
to cut back on the seepage into the sewer system to cut back on flow to the wastewater

treatment plant and the I/I Reduction project should alleviate this problem.  Mayor Snow 
said if the Village turns down this project and is later mandated to do this work, we 

would have to come up with the money for the total expense rather than $133,000.  

David Breese said the seepage is coming from all over the place.  The Army Corp. of 

Engineers will fund a major portion of this project.  After discussion and review, 

Richard Moore made a motion to allow Mayor Snow to sign the application and

necessary documents to proceed with the I/I Reduction project.  David Breese seconded.

Carried unanimously.

ICE JAMS/
Dave Ohman reported that he is planning to submit a permit application to USACOE  STREAMWORK
and NYSDEC for removal of gravel deposits from West Brook from Curry Well down to  



the River.  Mr. Ohman will continue to try to set up a meeting with Andy Dangler of US
Army Corp of Engineers to schedule a site visit to determine feasibility of removing
gravel from West Brook from Curry Well to the river.    

LEACHATE
Dave Ohman reported that he and Mayor Snow will meet with Sue McIntyre and Wayne

REVIEW
Reynolds of Delaware County DPW to review landfill operations relative to leachate this



month.

CODE 

Gary MacRabie, Sr., Code Enforcement Official, was present and submitted his written

ENFORCEMENT monthly report for January 2006.

BUILDING 
Code Enforcement Official, Gary MacRabie, Sr. during the month of January 2006,

PERMITS
issued the following building and sign permits:                                                                             




Douglas J. Roberts – 16 Townsend St. – pellet stove
SEMINAR
Gary MacRabie, Sr. requested permission to attend a Code Enforcement seminar on 



trusses on March 8, 2006 in Oneonta.  After discussion and review, Richard Moore 



made a motion to allow Code Enforcement Official Gary MacRabie, Sr. to attend a 



seminar on trusses on March 8, 2006 in Oneonta.  Lillian Browne seconded.  Carried



unanimously.

TRUSTEES REPORTS:   

BEAUTIFICATION David Breese reported that the committee met to discuss what to do next fall for the 
COMMITTEE
Christmas season.  Mr. Breese reported that the Committee is working on a projected 



budget request to be submitted.  The next meeting is scheduled for March 2, 2006 at 



5:30 p.m.  Mr. Breese requested permission to expend up to $300 to purchase a heavy

duty plastic container such as was in front of the Clerk’s office last summer.  After 

review and discussion, Richard Moore made a motion to expend a sum of not to exceed

$300.00 for a heavy duty plastic flower container.  Rich Morley seconded.  Carried

unanimously.  

PUBLIC

Lillian Browne reported that the Public Works Committee discussed the piece of 
WORKS
sidewalk equipment that Joe Cetta spoke about.  Ms. Browne said the Committee would

COMMITTEE
like to see more information on this equipment.  Richard Moore said he would like to



explore the possibility of renting this equipment rather than purchasing.

PUBLIC

Lillian Browne reported that the Village is exploring another project with Walton 

SAFETY
Central School.  Ms. Browne reported that Todd Ogden of the Congregational Church 



has contacted Jon Buhner, Superintendent of Schools, to see if an agreement can be

reached to utilize the Church’s parking lot as a drop off area for students of the

Townsend Elementary School in exchange for plowing and clearing sidewalks. 

DELAWARE
Rich Morley reported that NYSE&G will be contacting Mayor Snow this week to 

STREET
further discuss moving electric wires to behind Delaware Street to allow for parking.
PARKING

THEATRE
Rich Morley reported that he is waiting to hear back from Northeast Fabricators on 

FIRE ESCAPES
an estimate to repair the fire escapes on the Walton Theatre to allow use of the balcony.

MAYOR’S REPORT:

THEATRE 
Mayor Snow thanked Frank Berkey for his work to complete the emergency repairs to 
HEAT

the theatre heating system so quickly and economically.

THEATRE
A proposal to renew the lease of the Walton Theatre with Rehabilitation Support

LEASE

Services (RSS) was submitted to the Board with a 2% annual increase in rent.  After

RENEWAL
discussion and review, the Board asked Attorney Francis Wood to prepare the new lease



agreement with RSS to incorporate an increase of 2% annually over the life of the

contract. 

BUDGET 
The Mayor asked the Board members to give the Clerk a list of dates they could meet to
MEETINGS
prepare the 2006-07 Village budget.

CWC GRANT
Tom Evans of the Delaware County Planning Department was present and submitted a 

APPLICATION
resolution (Copy Attached) to allow the County to apply for a grant on behalf of the 


Village to the Catskill Watershed Corporation to conduct a floodplain analysis study of



the Water Street area to assist in planning for future development.  After review and 



discussion, Richard Moore made a motion to adopt the attached resolution titled:

Agreement to support a grant application to the Catskill Watershed Corporation for

local technical assistance program for a floodplain analysis study.  Rich Morley

seconded.  Carried unanimously.

CAMP

Mayor Snow said there is nothing new to report on the Camp Avenue parking issue. AVENUE

PARKING

PUBLIC

Mayor Snow laid down the ground rules for public input and then opened the floor to 
INPUT

the public.  Mayor Snow asked people to identify themselves and state their address.

CHRISTMAS
Maureen Wacha of the Walton Chamber of Commerce addressed the Board with a 
DECORATION
concern of where to store the Christmas decorations that are erected on Delaware Street

STORAGE
each year.  Ms. Wacha stated that Keath Davis has told the Chamber that he can no 



longer store the decorations.  Ms. Wacha said that the decorations are currently sitting



outdoors.  Mayor Snow said Keath Davis is meeting with Town Supervisor John



Meredith to see if the Town has a place to store the decorations.  Mayor Snow asked 



Public Works Superintendent Joe Cetta if he had a place to store the decorations.  Mr.



Cetta replied that he did not.  Lillian Browne told Ms. Wacha we will try to come up 



with a solution to this problem.

FIRSTTIME
Application #W3-60 in the sum of $13,800 for the Firsttime Homebuyers Program was 

HOMEBUYERS
submitted to the Board.  After discussion and review, David Breese made a motion to

PROGRAM
approve application #W3-60 in the sum of $13,800.  Rich Morley seconded.  



Carried unanimously.

VILLAGE  
The Clerk requested permission to publish a legal notice for Registration Day on March 
ELECTION
11, 2006 from noon to 5:00 p.m. at the Village Clerk’s Office, 21 North Street for the LEGAL

March 21, 2006 Village election.  After discussion and review, Rich Morley made a
NOTICE
motion to allow the Clerk to publish a legal notice for Registration Day on March 11, 


2006 from the hours of noon to 5:00 p.m.  Lillian Browne seconded.  Carried
unanimously.

APPOINT
Mayor Snow appointed the following persons as election inspectors:  Millicent Combs, ELECTION
Chairperson, Mary Radeker, Judith Wildenstein and Margaret Haley.  After review and

INSPECTORS
discussion, David Breese made a motion to approve the appointment of election

inspectors as submitted and to pay $7.50 per hour, the same rate of pay as 2005.  Rich
Morley seconded.  Carried unanimously.

LETTER FROM
A letter from Terence O’Leary regarding a request for an adjustment of the sewer use 
TERENCE
portion of his bill due to a broken water heater and water not being discharged into the O’LEARY
wastewater system was submitted to the Board.  After discussion and review, Richard

SEWER USE
Moore made a motion to reduce the sewer use portion of the bill for Terence O’Leary
ADJUSTMENT  in the sum of $57.29 due to a broken water heater and water not being discharged into  


the wastewater system.  David Breese seconded.  Carried unanimously.
DELAWARE
Phil Pierce of the Delaware County DPW was present to update the Board on the Route 

COUNTY DPW
21 Corridor Project.  Mr. Pierce explained to the Board that the State wants to consider
ROUTE 21
the intersection of Route 21 at the Village of Walton line as part of this project.  Since 
CORRIDOR
the State wants to come into the Village with this project, the County would need the
PROJECT
the Village to pay a percentage of the study.  Mr. Pierce said the County has hired a 


consultant to develop plans for safety and mobility.  Mr. Pierce said a public information



meeting is scheduled for Wednesday night at 6:00 p.m. at the Walton High School and 



on February 16, 2006 in Franklin.  Mr. Pierce said the Village’s portion of the study 



could be as low as $1000.00 to a maximum of $2,500.00.  Mr. Pierce advised that the



study completion date is December 31, 2006.  David Breese asked where do the

recommendations come from and is it binding on the Village to participate in this study.
Mr. Pierce said the study report will lead to recommendations.  Richard Moore asked if 



any consultant work is being done on a Route 10 to Route 21 connection.  Mr. Pierce 



said there is no design or analysis work done.  Edward Snow said this is a good idea to 



participate in this study.  After further review and discussion, Rich Morley made a 



motion to participate in the study for the Route 21 Corridor Project in a sum not to 



exceed $2500.00 to the planning stage.  David Breese seconded.  Carried unanimously.

CIVIL WAR
A letter from T.J.E. Productions requesting the Village to cosponsor the annual Civil 

REENACTMENT War Reenactment was submitted to the Board.  After discussion and review, David 


Breese made a motion to cosponsor the annual Civil War Reenactment in the sum of



$500.00.  Lillian Browne seconded.  Carried unanimously.

UNPAID
The Clerk advised the Board that 95% of the 2005-06 taxes have been collected.  The

2005-06 remaining 5% are still outstanding.  After discussion and review, Richard Moore made a

VILLAGE   
motion to enforce the unpaid 2005-06 Village tax accounts by civil action.  Lillian 

TAXES

Browne seconded.  Carried unanimously.

MOTION TO   
Richard Moore made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 8:40 p.m.  Lillian Browne                                                       

ADJOURN          seconded.  Carried unanimously.

NEXT
          Next regular meeting of the Village Board will be held on Monday, March 6, 2006 at  

MEETING      6:00 p.m. in the Village Clerk’s Office, 21 North Street.

Virginia L. O’Dell, Clerk 

