The regular meeting of the Walton Village Board was held on Monday, October 6, 2008, at 6:00 p.m. in the Village Clerk’s Office, 21 North Street, Walton.

Present:  Edward H. Snow, Sr., Mayor

Trustees:   Rich Morley


    Teresa O’Leary was absent

    Lillian Browne


    Kenneth Landry   
Attorney:  David Merzig, Esq. 
Clerk- Virginia L. O’Dell
Reporters:  Glenn Graves – Walton Reporter

     T.J.E. Productions – Channel 23

Mayor Edward H. Snow, Sr. called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. 

ABSTRACTS:
The audit committee reviewed the abstracts and recommended approval as follows:

The General Fund Abstract in the sum of $203,743.45 was presented to the Board. 

The Water Fund Abstract in the sum of $17,819.54 was presented to the Board. 

The Wastewater Fund Abstract in the sum of $133,990.52 was presented to the Board.
The Village of Walton Prescription Insurance Fund Abstract in the sum of $249.90 was

  presented to the Board.

The Village of Walton Housing Rehabilitation Fund Abstract in the sum of $19,838.67

   was presented to the Board.

After review and discussion, Rich Morley made a motion to approve the abstracts as
submitted.  Lillian Browne seconded.  Edward Snow, Rich Morley and Lillian Browne

   voted yes.  Kenneth Landry abstained.  Motion was carried.   
DEPARTMENT HEADS:
VILLAGE   
David Ohman of Delaware Engineering submitted a written monthly report for September  

ENGINEER
2008.   

LOCATION
Mr. Ohman reported that he has reviewed the paperwork from NYSDEC regarding the OF POLICE
clearing of the St. John St. site relative to historic gas tank issues and found that no STATION
further action is required by them.  A lengthy discussion of the concerns about further

contamination followed.
FEMA

Discussion of the status of FEMA projects and the reimbursement of funds to the Village
PROJECTS
ensued.  Attorney Dave Merzig suggested that the Village Board should contact our

Federal and State representatives to see if they could help us with obtaining our

reimbursements in a more timely manner.
PUBLIC  
Joseph Cetta, DPW Superintendent submitted his written monthly report for September 

WORKS
2008.
BRIDGE ST.
Joseph Cetta reported that he has received a bill from Robinson Bros. Excavating

BRIDGE 
Contractors for the Bridge Street Bridge gravel removal in the sum of $7,900.00.  After 
GRAVEL
discussion and review, Lillian Browne made a motion to pay Robinson Bros. Excavating REMOVAL
the sum of $7900.00 for Bridge Street Bridge gravel removal.  Rich Morley seconded. 


Carried unanimously.

TREE 

Joseph Cetta reported that he has contacted four tree services and received quotes for tree

REMOVAL
from two of those contractors.  Mr. Cetta reported that the low bid for the list of trees for

removal or trimming would be $16,400.00.  Mr. Cetta reported that the Village has
budgeted $10,000.00 for tree removal and $2,000.00 for tree replanting.  After review
and discussion, Lillian Browne made a motion to make a budget modification to decrease
account A08560.410 by $2000.00 and to increase account A08560.400.  Kenneth Landry

seconded.  Carried unanimously.   After further discussion and review, Lillian Browne

made a motion that Joseph Cetta revise the tree removal list and to expend a sum not to

exceed $12,000.00 for tree removal.  Rich Morley seconded.  Carried unanimously.
PUBLIC SAFETY Police Chief David Halaquist submitted his written monthly report for September 2008.

DRUG ARRESTS  Chief Halaquist updated the Board on recent drug arrests and said more would be

  forthcoming.
TRAINING
Chief Halaquist requested permission to send Patrolman Laauser and one other officer
DEFENSIVE
to attend a defensive tactics refresher training course at the Sheriff’s Department in Delhi.  TACTICS
After discussion and review, Rich Morley made a motion to send Patrolman Brian

Laauser and one other officer to attend a defensive tactics refresher training course at the

Sheriff’s Department in Delhi.  Lillian Browne seconded.  Carried unanimously. 

CROP

Chief Halaquist reported that he has received a letter from the CROP Walk Committee WALK

requesting assistance to start the annual walk on October 19, 2008 at 2:00 p.m. After 


discussion and review, Lillian Browne made a motion to allow the Walton Police

Department to assist the start of the annual CROP Walk on October 19, 2008 at 2:00 p.m.



Rich Morley seconded.  Carried unanimously.
HALLOWEEN 
Chief Halaquist reported that the Townsend School will be holding their annual

PARADE
Halloween parade on October 31, 2008 and requested permission for the Walton Police

Department to assist the school as in the past.  Mayor Snow declared that Halloween will

be observed on October 31, 2008 in conjunction with the Townsend School parade.  After 
review and discussion, Lillian Browne made a motion to allow the Walton Police

Department to assist the school with the Halloween Parade on October 31, 2008.  Rich

Morley seconded.  Carried unanimously.  
FINGERPRINT
Chief Halaquist reported that new regulations regarding criminal fingerprints and live

SCAN

scan mandates are set to take effect on January 2010 and will bring significant cost to the
MANDATES
Village.  Chief Halaquist asked permission to have Deputy Clerk John Clark assist him

with finding and writing a grant application for funding for this mandate.  After review 

and discussion, Lillian Browne made a motion to allow Chief Halaquist and Deputy Clerk

John Clark to search for and file a grant application for funding for the live criminal

fingerprint scan equipment on behalf of the Village.  Rich Morley seconded.  Carried

unanimously. 
CODE ENFORCEMENT:

Monthly

Code Enforcement Official Roger Hoyt submitted a written monthly report for September   Report

2008.



Building and/or sign permits issued during the month of September 2008 are as follows:



     Anthony Possemato – 81 North St. – roof


     Robert Vitti – 38 West St. – sign

SEWER 
A request from Lester and Lilla Darling to remove the sewer unit charge for 98 St. John

UNITS

St., Account #551 since the house has been removed and the property has been combined LESTER &
into the deed for 94 St. John St.  Roger Hoyt, Code Enforcement Official has filed a LILLA

sewer unit determination report for this parcel, verifying that it has been combined into DARLING
the deed for 94 St. John St.  After discussion and review, Rich Morley made a motion to 98 ST. JOHN
remove the sewer unit charge for 98 St. John St. as requested.  Lillian Browne seconded.

STREET
Carried unanimously. 
GREG

Greg Waldron of Scott Machine Development Co. was present to discuss a written report  WALDRON
that he had submitted to the Board Members regarding his study of the Village of Walton PRESENTATION Socio-Economic Trends.  Mr. Waldron gave a lengthy presentation and encouraged the 



Village Board to reach out and cooperate with the Town and other Delaware County
agencies.  Mr. Waldron reported on the continued decline of our economic base. More

discussion followed.
TRUSTEES REPORTS:  
 COURT
Lillian Browne reported that she has received information from Court Clerk Kris Beers CONSOLIDATION to share with Cheryl Boyd and Bruce Dolph as well as Village Trustee Teresa O’Leary

regarding the court.  After reviewing this information, Ms. Browne said we should

consolidate our Village court with the Town court. 
DELAWARE
Ms. Browne reported that Danny’s Restaurant purchased purple mums from Chris’

STREET
Flowers and Courtney Hannan planted them in the flower barrels on Delaware Street. 

DECORATING
Ms. Browne asked that a “thank you” be sent to them.  Ms. Browne reported that they 
want to decorate Delaware Street with corn stalks for the fall season.

VIDEO-

Lillian Browne reported that she has spoken with John and Eileen Esposito regarding the 
TAPING
video-taping of the Village Board meeting which was edited due to a profanity.  Ms. UNEDITED
Browne said she would like to amend the contract with T.J.E. Productions that the Village  

COPY

receive an unedited copy of the tape for its records.  A discussion of this tape and the

FOIL regulations ensued.  After further discussion and review, Lillian Browne made a

motion to amend the contract with T.J.E. Productions that they provide the Village with

an unedited version of the videotape of Village Board meetings.  Kenneth Landry

seconded.  Carried unanimously.
MAYOR’S REPORT:
SENIOR CITIZENS  Mayor Snow read a request from Frances Truman, Treasurer of the Walton Senior CLUB

Citizens Club to fund the annual Thanksgiving Dinner as has been done in the past.  The
THANKSGIVING Clerk reported that $350.00 has been budgeted for this event.  After discussion and DINNER
review, Rich Morley made a motion to expend a sum of up to $350.00 for the annual 



Thanksgiving dinner for the Walton Senior Citizens Club.  Edward Snow, Sr. seconded.  


Rich Morley and Edward Snow, Sr. voted yes.  Lillian Browne and Kenneth Landry voted

no.  Motion was defeated.

SEMINAR
Village Clerk Virginia O’Dell recommended sending Assistant Clerk Jody Brown to 

ON

attend a two day employer seminar on retirement benefits and reporting in Binghamton on RETIREMENT
October 27 and 28, 2008 with no fee to attend.  After discussion and review, Rich Morley
SYSTEM
made a motion to allow Assistant Clerk Jody Brown to attend a two day employer

seminar on retirement benefits and reporting in Binghamton on October 27 and 28, 2008.

Lillian Browne seconded.  Carried unanimously.

SEMINAR ON
Village Clerk Virginia O’Dell recommended sending Assistant Clerk Jody Brown to 

FILES

attend a Files Management seminar in Delhi on October 16, 2008 with no fee to attend.  
MANAGEMENT After discussion and review, Rich Morley made a motion to allow Assistant Clerk Jody 



Brown to attend a Files Management seminar in Delhi on October 16, 2008.  Lillian

Browne seconded.  Carried unanimously. 

PUBLIC

Mayor Snow laid down the ground rules for public input and then opened the floor to 

INPUT

the public.  Mayor Snow asked people to stand, identify themselves and state their
address.

DYLAN

Dylan DeBrock addressed the Board about a place for people to skateboard.  Lillian
DEBROCK
Browne advised that the ice skating rink at Austin-Lincoln Park was designed to allow
SKATE-

for roller skating and skateboarding as well.  Ms. Browne reported that the Village has

BOARDING
ramps available and that Recreation Leader Brian Sprague could have them installed in



a couple of days.

DELAWARE
An application #W4-68 for $25,000.00 for the Firsttime Homebuyers Programs was OPPORTUNITIES submitted to the Board by Delaware Opportunities.  After discussion and review,

FIRSTTIME
Rich Morley made a motion to approve application #W4-68 in the sum of $25,000.00


HOMEBUYERS
for the Firsttime Homebuyers Program.  Lillian Browne seconded.  Carried 

PROGRAM
unanimously.

DEBRA

A letter from Debra and Brian Caruso of 71 Griswold Street regarding a tree in front of AND BRIAN
their property was submitted to the Board.  After discussion and review, Joseph Cetta 
CARUSO RE:
reported that this tree is on his original list and will advise the Clerk after he has

TREE

reprioritized the list to keep within the $12,000.00 cost limit.
RESOLUTION
The Clerk requested permission to apply for 2009 funding for the Village of Walton RECREATION
Recreation Program from NYS.  After discussion and review, Lillian Browne made a 
PROGRAM
motion to apply for NYS 2009 funding for the Village of Walton Recreation Program.
FUNDING
Lillian Browne seconded.  Carried unanimously.

2009 

BANNER
A letter from the Walton Chamber of Commerce requesting that the Village of Walton PERMIT
apply for a banner permit on their behalf from NYS Department of Transportation for WALTON
their annual holiday decorations was submitted to the Board.  After discussion and
CHAMBER
review, Lillian Browne made a motion to allow the Clerk to apply for the banner permit 
OF COMMERCE on behalf of the Walton Chamber of Commerce. Rich Morley seconded.  Carried
unanimously.

WALTON
A letter from the Walton Chamber of Commerce regarding the annual holiday parade and 

CHAMBER
activities was submitted to the Board.  After discussion and review, Lillian Browne made  

OF COMMERCE a motion to allow the Walton Chamber of Commerce to hold its annual holiday parade 
HOLIDAY
 on November 29, 2008.  Rich Morley seconded.  Carried unanimously.

DELAWARE
A lead agency request form from Delaware County Planning Department for the Adoption

COUNTY
of Stream Corridor Management Plans was submitted to the Board.  After discussion and PLANNING
review, Rich Morley made a motion to support the Delaware County Planning 

DEPARTMENT
Department as lead agency in the Adoption of Stream Corridor Management Plans as LEAD AGENCY
requested.  Lillian Browne seconded.  Carried unanimously.

MOTION TO
Lillian Browne made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 7:40 p.m.  Kenneth Landry                                                                                                               

ADJOURN          seconded.  Carried unanimously.

NEXT
              Next regular meeting of the Village Board will be held on Monday, November 3, 2008 at     

MEETING          6:00 p.m. in the Village Clerk’s Office, 21 North Street.

Virginia L. O’Dell, Clerk
