The regular meeting of the Walton Village Board was held on Monday, October 1, 2007, at 6:00 p.m. in the Village Clerk’s Office, 21 North Street, Walton.

Present:  Edward H. Snow, Sr., Mayor

Trustees:   Rich Morley


    Michael Freeman arrived at 6:10 p.m.   

    Teresa O’Leary was absent

    Edward Balfour  
Attorney:  David Merzig, Esq. 
Clerk- Virginia L. O’Dell
Reporters:  Glenn Graves – Walton Reporter

     T.J.E. Productions – Channel 23
                   Zach Parrish - WDLA
     
Mayor Edward H. Snow, Sr. called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. and led the Board in the Pledge of Allegiance.

INTRODUCE
Mayor Snow introduced David Merzig, Esq., the Village’s new attorney.

DAVID MERZIG

PUBLIC

The annual public hearing on the HUD annual implementation plan was the first item on 

HEARING
the agenda.  A list of persons attending the public hearing is attached and becomes a part 
HUD

of these minutes.  The Clerk read the notice of public hearing.  Rich Morley made a  
ANNUAL
motion to open the public hearing.  Edward Balfour seconded.  Carried unanimously.

IMPLEMENTATION

PLAN

Lynda Hitt of Delaware Opportunities was present and explained that this is the same plan 


that has been in place for several years. 



Rich Morley made a motion to close the public hearing.  Edward Balfour seconded.
Carried unanimously.



Rich Morley made a motion to adopt the resolution for the annual implementation plan
for the rental assistance program as submitted (Copy attached).  Edward Balfour 


seconded.  Carried unanimously.



Rich Morley made a motion to adopt the resolution for the consolidation of housing

choice vouchers as submitted (Copy attached).  Edward Balfour seconded.  Carried

unanimously.

PUBLIC

A public hearing on Local Law #5-2007 which is a local law to revise Chapter 23 as 
HEARING
necessary to comply with the new universal building code was submitted to the Board.  A 
LOCAL LAW
list of persons attending this public hearing is attached and becomes a part of these 
#5-2007

minutes.  The Clerk read the notice of public hearing.  Rich Morley made a motion to


open the public hearing.  Edward Balfour seconded.  Carried unanimously.



No public comment was offered.


Rich Morley made a motion to close the public hearing.  Edward Balfour seconded.
Carried unanimously.



Edward Balfour made a motion to adopt Local Law #5-2007 as submitted.  Rich Morley 


seconded.  Carried unanimously.

PUBLIC

A public hearing on Local Law #6-2007 which is a local law to revise Chapter 53, Zoning

HEARING
Code to allow the Village to charge an administrative fee to offset the cost of clerical and

LOCAL LAW
code work related to condemnation of properties and property maintenance was submitted
#6-2007

to the Board.  The Clerk read the notice of public hearing.  Edward Balfour made a
motion to open the public hearing.  Rich Morley seconded.  Carried unanimously.



Keath Davis commented that this is what we pay the code enforcement officer to do. 

Attorney Merzig explained that this law only comes into play when people refuse to do

their own proper maintenance and is there to prevent the other taxpayers from having to 
subsidize the people who are in violation.  More discussion followed.



Edward Balfour made a motion to close the public hearing.  Rich Morley seconded.
Carried unanimously.



Edward Balfour made a motion to adopt Local Law #6-2007 as submitted.  Rich Morley 

seconded.  Carried unanimously.



Michael Freeman arrived at the meeting at 6:10 p.m.

PUBLIC 
A public hearing on Local Law #7-2007 which is a local law to revise Chapter 49, HEARING
Vehicle and Traffic Code, Section 49-10 (G) (6) was submitted to the Board.  The Clerk

LOCAL LAW
read the notice of public hearing.  Edward Balfour made a motion to open the public 

#7-2007

hearing.  Michael Freeman seconded.  Carried unanimously.



No public comment was offered.



Rich Morley made a motion to close the public hearing.  Michael Freeman seconded. 

Carried unanimously.



Rich Morley made a motion to adopt Local Law #7-2007 as submitted.  Michael Freeman 

seconded.  Carried unanimously.

CONSENT AGENDA:

MINUTES:  The minutes of the September 10, 2007 Village Board of Trustees were submitted to the
 Board.    

ABSTRACTS:
The audit committee reviewed the abstracts and recommended approval as follows:

The General Fund Abstract in the sum of $189,968.56 was presented to the Board. 

The Water Fund Abstract in the sum of $36,794.33 was presented to the Board. 

The Wastewater Fund Abstract in the sum of $61,046.84 was presented to the Board.
The Prescription Plan Fund Abstract in the sum of $442.10 was presented to the Board.



The Medical Reimbursement Plan Abstract in the sum of $249.79 was presented to the
     Board.

After review, Michael Freeman made a motion to approve the consent agenda items as

submitted.  Rich Morley seconded.  Carried unanimously.

DEPARTMENT HEADS:
POLICE CHIEF
Police Chief David Halaquist submitted a written monthly report for September 2007.

RENTAL OF
Chief Halaquist reported that with the sale of the old police station that he needs a place 

STORAGE
to temporarily store his gun lockers, files, evidence, etc.  Chief Halaquist reported that he 

TRAILER
has been in contact with the owner of the trailer that is set up behind the current police 



department and can rent this unit which has electric heat and lights hooked up for $150.00

per month on a month-to-month basis.  After discussion and review, Edward Balfour

made a motion to allow Chief Halaquist to rent the storage trailer on a temporary basis

and to pay the $150.00 per month rental fee and electric costs.  Michael Freeman

seconded.  Carried unanimously.

TRACS

Chief Halaquist reported that the TRACS computers for the vehicles have arrived and will 
COMPUTER
be installed this week.  Chief Halaquist stated that once the installs are completed, 

FOR POLICE
software uploaded, training and the experimental period, then they will go online to

transmit all UTT and PAR data via the TRACS system electronically. 
TOWNSEND
Chief Halaquist reported his concern with the safety of children being dropped off at the 
SCHOOL
Townsend Elementary School.  Chief Halaquist reported that he has sent a letter to the 



First Congregational Church and the Walton Central School Superintendent asking that 



they explore a possibility of using the Church’s parking lot as a temporary drop off point.



Chief Halaquist reported that the school has plans for making a drop off zone and the

Chief will talk to the Board of Education about making this a priority.  Chief Halaquist

reported that several tickets have been issued to persons in the fire lane.  Chief Halaquist

reported that we are using the Village Clerk’s column in the Walton Reporter to get the 

 

word out about no stopping in the fire lane.

PUBLIC  
Joseph Cetta, DPW Superintendent submitted his monthly report for September 2007.

WORKS
FEMA 

Joe Cetta reported that work on the FEMA projects is progressing well and thanked the 
WORK

residents in those areas for their patience and cooperation.
SENYWWC
Joe Cetta requested permission for himself, Matt Myer and Ernest Smith to attend a

SEMINAR
SENYWWC seminar in Sidney on October 11, 2007 for continuing education

requirements set by the NYSDOH.  After discussion and review, Edward Balfour made a 

motion to allow Joe Cetta, Matt Myer and Ernest Smith to attend a SENYWWC seminar 

in Sidney on October 11, 2007 and to pay the fee as well as dues for Myer and Smith. 
Rich Morley seconded.  Carried unanimously.
ROGER 
Joe Cetta reported that Roger Hoyt had surgery and should be able to return to work in 4

HOYT

-6 weeks.

20 HOWELL
A letter from Thomas Batson, Delaware County Whatever It Takes Inc. regarding
STREET
increasing the curb cut at 20 Howell Street to allow for a two car wide driveway was
CURB CUT
submitted to the Board.  Joseph Cetta reported that he has looked at this area and



recommended allowing the increase in the curb cut.  After review and discussion, Edward

Balfour made a motion to remove a portion of the curb cut in front of 20 Howell Street

based on recommendation from DPW Superintendent Joe Cetta.  Rich Morley seconded.
Carried unanimously.

VILLAGE   
David Ohman of Delaware Engineering submitted a written outline of issues to be

ENGINEER
discussed by the Board. 

WWTP

Dave Ohman reported that the wastewater treatment plant was in compliance in August OPERATIONS
2007 for all SPDES permit limits, except flow.  Mr. Ohman reported that the average
flow for the month was under the 1.55 MGD and that lower flow is due to dry weather. 
Mr. Ohman reported that the plant is functioning well and updated the Board on required
maintenance and repairs. Equipment purchases made this month included replacing the

scum pit pump, parts and service for dechlorination system, and sludge pump motors. Mr.
Ohman reported that no inspections were conducted by NYSDEC or NYCDEP this
month.  Mr. Ohman reported that no service contract work was performed during

September.  
CURRY WELL
Mr. Ohman reported that no information was received this month.  
REMEDIATION 
EWP      
Dave Ohman reported that the permits are in place for three Village sponsored projects: PROGRAM

  West Brook – Upper Townsend St. (below pool parking lot)


(work to be done by TC Briggs)

                Third Brook – Above Ogden St. (by Del-Ton) – (work by RWS Gravel)

  Third Brook – Behind J & J Bluestone – (work by RWS Gravel)
and work is underway.  Mr. Ohman reported a permit extension is being sought from  NYSDEC since work will go beyond September 30, 2007.
JUNE 2006
Mr. Ohman reported that he continues to work with the Village on all aspects of flood 

FLOOD

work.  Mr. Ohman reported that the critical projects underway now include:

1. Sanitary Sewer Infiltration and Inflow Reduction – study work – Mr. Ohman reported that internal inspection tapes/CD’s and the written report were received. Mr. Ohman will prepare a summary report with recommendations for repairs for submittal to FEMA. 

2. Park Street Embankment – (FEMA PW #4779) and East Brook Waterline Embankment Repair – (FEMA PW #4517) - Contract VW2-G-07 – contract work is underway by LaFever Excavating.  Mr. Ohman reported that access and staging area has been established as well as access road into East Brook.  Mr. Ohman anticipates beginning sheet pile driving on October 1.  Mr. Ohman reported that overhead utilities are being relocated on Park Street in the work area to allow for the work to take place.  Mr. Ohman reported that NYSDEC and NYCDEP permits are in place and allows work to proceed until October 31, 2007 with a final permit end date of September 2008.  Mr. Ohman reviewed
Payment Application #1 for LaFever Excavating in the sum of $14,531.20 and recommends that the Village make this payment.  After discussion and review,

Michael Freeman made a motion to approve Payment Application #1 in the sum of $14,531.20 to LaFever Excavating.  Edward Balfour seconded.  Carried unanimously.

3. East Brook Waterline Bore (PW #4517)  – Mr. Ohman reported that this project is vital to the Village’s water supply as it will replace the second line down from the water tanks which is currently shut off on the bridge. Mr. Ohman reported that work is underway by Directional Drilling.  Mr. Ohman reported that they are working with the surveyor, REGEN, LLC to develop a map plan and description for filing a 10’ wide permanent utility easement for the new waterline.  Mr. Ohman reported that the Village has verbal approval from both property owners for the easement.  Mr. Ohman reported that there is some difficulty in the boring. 
4. Austin-Lincoln Park Bridge – Mr. Ohman reported that T.C. Briggs is working on the field work.  Mr. Ohman reported that a permit extension from NYSDEC has been submitted requesting that work be allowed until October 31, 2007.  The project includes installation of a new 10’ wide laminated wood pedestrian bridge on concrete abutments and associated work.  A metal railing is being installed for the same price as the wood railing.  
5. West Brook Waterline Crossings – Mr. Ohman reported that four water mains are exposed at various locations and FEMA has written a PW to include directional drilling under the stream and installing high density polyethylene pipe under the stream and reconnecting to existing cast or ductile iron at an estimated cost of $168,000.  The Village DPW is working to better locate the water line that crosses by the Pool parking lot and on to Flynn Street before finalizing contract documents to determine its actual route, and to coordinate access onto private property in that location and/or a new easement.  Mr. Ohman reported that we may extend that bore out onto Flynn Street to minimize impact to private property but may require a new easement.  Mr. Ohman will continue working on contract documents.  
6. Benton Avenue Pedestrian Bridge – includes installation of a new 6’ wide laminated wood pedestrian bridge. The design work is  underway and Mr. Ohman anticipates that this will likely be a 2008 project.  Mr. Ohman reported that the FEMA PW is for $57,359.00 making this a minor project with a fixed budget.  Mr. Ohman reported that they are working on the most cost effective design possible but bids may come in higher than this and may require the Village to pick up the balance.  
Other flood work to be addressed is:

1. Third Brook Watershed Study – Last meeting was held on August 27, 2007 at

Delaware County Watershed Affairs office in Delhi.  Delaware County Soil and

Water has taken the lead to look at spending the $50,000 LTAP grant

monies.  The short term plan is to continue to maintain capacity of the streambed

and  structures while long term solutions are developed.  The first effort will be

to determine the conceptual stream geometry plan to see, then look at stormwater

 


contributions and then look at ways to address critical slopes.  Mr. Ohman

thanked these two organizations for keeping this project moving forward.
2. Pool Repairs – Mr. Ohman reported that we need to look at the amount of water lost and repair options including lining of the pool instead of replacing the bottom.  Mr. Ohman reported that we need to fix leaking main pool and address deck issues by the wading pool.

3. Police Station – Mr. Ohman reported that he has revised the floor plan again for a new Police Department after meeting with Chief Halaquist.  Mr. Ohman reported that the revised floor plan has been forwarded to the Commission of Corrections for approval before proceeding further.  Mr. Ohman reported that he is working on an overall site plan so that the Village can locate the building, parking lot, etc.
NOVEMBER
Mr. Ohman reported that he is working on a proposal to amend the current contract for

2006 FLOOD
the wall repair behind Klinger's on Third Brook from the November 16, 2006 flood
since some funds remain after completion of the work by Robinson Brothers Excavating.  
The proposed work which would include adding approximately four feet to the top of the
remaining rock wall and extending downstream approximately 75 lineal feet, work to be

conducted out of the streambed.  Mr. Ohman has received conditional approval from
NYCDEP for the work.  He will check with the Soil and Water to see if they will work
with us to establish and monitor stream cross sections for five years.  If so we will

respond to NYCDEP that we will be proceeding with the work in accordance with their 
conditions.  Mr. Ohman reported that he will be meeting with the CWC on October 3,

2007 to discuss the project particulars and plans to do this work in October.
CONTRACTORS Mr. Ohman reported that developing a list of contractors to post with equipment at 
COVERAGE
certain bridges in advance of and during a major storm is on his list of things to do. 

BRIDGES


CODE ENFORCEMENT:  
MONTHLY
No code enforcement report was submitted for September 2007.
REPORT


TRUSTEES REPORTS:
   No reports were submitted.
MAYOR’S REPORT:
HALLOWEEN
Mayor Snow reported that Halloween will be celebrated on October 31, 2007 in

CELEBRATION conjunction with the Townsend Elementary School parade.  
CATHLEEN
Mayor Snow reported that a letter from Cathleen Leggiere regarding using her LEGGIERE
building at 119 Delaware Street for the new police station has been received.  Mayor
119 DELAWARE Snow reported that purchasing and renovating this property would not be cost effective 



because it is located in the flood plain.  The Clerk will send Ms. Leggiere a letter that the



Village is not interested in purchasing her property for a new police station.

BUILDING
The Clerk submitted a building permit to the Board under Chapter 53, Section 53-57 (A) PERMIT
which states that prior to the issuance of a building permit, approval by the Village Board 

EARL SINES
of Trustees shall be required if the lot or lots included within the application for a permit 
103 TOWNSEND abuts one (1) or more banks of a waterway.   After review and discussion, Edward

Balfour made a motion to approve the building permit for Earl Sines, 103 Townsend

Street to construct a single story attached garage.  Michael Freeman seconded.  Carried 

unanimously.

LOCAL LAW
The Clerk reported to the Board that certain sections of Chapter 53 referenced the HUD
#8-2007

code rather that the NYS Uniform Building Code Minimum Property Standards under

Sections 53-11 15 (A&B) and Section 53-11 16 (A).  According to Code Enforcement

Official Dale Downin these sections need to be revised to bring the code into compliance.  

Also to be considered under this local law is changing the approval from the Board under 

section 53-57 (A) to approval by the Flood Plain Administrator.  After discussion and

review, Edward Balfour made a motion to allow the Clerk to publish a legal notice for a

public hearing to be held on November 5, 2007 at 6:00 p.m. for Local Law #8-2007 to

revise Chapter 53, Section 53-11 (15) (A), (B),  Section 53-11 (16) (A) and, Section 53

-57 (A) of the Village of Walton Code.  Rich Morley seconded.  Carried unanimously. 


DOCUMENT
An invoice for the records damaged by the flood has been received by the Village.  These
REPROCESSORS records are scheduled to be returned to the Village on Wednesday, October 3, 2007.  

RECORDS
While the Village issued purchase orders for the two components of Phase II with a not-



to-exceed price which after paying 25% down, came to $133,220.85, the invoice for the



two components of Phase II, minus the 25% down, had a net balance of $146,146.16 or a



difference of $12,925.31.  The Clerk reported that she spoke with Document

Reprocessors and advised them of this difference.  After further discussion and review,
Edward Balfour made a motion to allow the Clerk to pay the $133,220.85 based on the

purchase orders issued.  Michael Freeman seconded.  Carried unanimously.

KEATH 
A request for 245 Delaware Street to allow the manufacture of high-end stereo cabinet 
DAVIS

speakers in a Business-General Zone was submitted to the Board.  Since the Village
245 DELAWARE Board cannot allow something that is not a permitted use in a Business-General Zone, 

STREET
 under the Village code, Edward Balfour made a motion to deny the request from Keath 



Davis to allow the manufacture of high-end stereo cabinet speakers at 245 Delaware 


Street in a Business-General zone.  Rich Morley seconded.  Carried unanimously.  The



Clerk will send Mr. Davis a letter that he may appeal this denial to the Village of Walton



Zoning Board of Appeals. 

SEMINAR 
A seminar dealing with neglected, vacant and abandoned properties is being offered by
ON DEALING
NYCOM.  Mayor Snow felt it would beneficial if someone from the Clerk’s office 

WITH

would attend this seminar.  After discussion and review, Edward Balfour made a motion 

BLIGHTED
to allow a member from the Village Clerk’s office to attend this seminar dealing with

PROPERTIES
neglected, vacant and abandoned properties.  Michael Freeman seconded.  Carried

unanimously.

PUBLIC

Mayor Snow laid down the ground rules for public input and then opened the floor to 

INPUT

the public.  Mayor Snow asked people to identify themselves and state their address.

MIKE

Mike Sheldon stated his address as 61 ½ St. John Street Extension and asked why the SHELDON
street sign was removed.  DPW Superintendent Joe Cetta stated that it is not a dedicated


street therefore he removed the sign.  Mr. Sheldon asked how 911 would be able to find



his house without a street sign.  Deborah Sheldon stated that she runs a daycare center and



that she has special needs children.  Ms. Sheldon said they have done a lot of work and

the surface is smooth.  Mr. Sheldon said the fire department has a right of way through

there for the Westbrook Apartments.  Attorney David Merzig explained that the Village

cannot expend public funds on private property as well as liability issues.  Attorney

Merzig said they can request the Village to make this a dedicated street but it would be 

required to meet the standards of a Village street prior to being turned over to the Village. 



Mr. Sheldon said he would be willing to turn it over to the Village.  Joe Cetta said it

would be very expensive to bring it up to code.  When asked if they could put up a street

sign, Attorney Merzig said as long as it was on their property, with private road on the

sign, and not in the Village’s right of way.

RICHARD 
Dick Bartz of 67 Mead Street had a question about the work on Keath Davis’s property BARTZ

on Delaware Street and how it would affect them.  Mayor Snow reported that Tom

Blanchard from the NYSDEC has been down and looked at these areas.  Mayor Snow

reported that a letter will be forthcoming from Mr. Blanchard with recommendations

regarding this property.  Mr. Bartz asked about contractors on the bridges to prevent

flood damage.  Mayor Snow reported that we are still working on getting the contractors  


list compiled.  Joe Cetta said he will be meeting with Ron Meiser of NYSDOT.  Mr. Cetta

reported that some contractors are very reluctant to make an agreement since they cannot

guarantee their availability or capability of handling the issue with the equipment they

have.  Mr. Cetta said as the FEMA projects slow down, this will be made a priority.  Mrs.
Bartz asked about West Brook by Big M.  Dave Ohman said NYSDEC has determined

that area does not need to be cleaned.

KEATH 
Keath Davis had a question about gravel under the Bridge Street Bridge.  Joe Cetta

DAVIS

reported that he has finalized an agreement with Cathleen Leggiere to access the River.


Joe Cetta said he needs to put this project together and send it back to NYSDEC for a

permit.  Joe Cetta reported that because of the length of the project, a 60 day legal

notification is necessary.


Keath Davis asked about the use of the Delaware County Code Enforcement Official and 



if the Village has a telephone number to contact him.



Mr. Davis asked where we stand with the cell tower issue.  Attorney Merzig said we are

“status quo”.  Mr. Davis feels the Stop Work Order should be lifted.  Mr. Davis stated he 

is concerned with children not being able to use cell phones and becoming victims of

pedophiles.

DELAWARE
Housing rehabilitation applicationsWRCD-6 in the sum of $24,495 and WRCD-08 in the OPPORTUNITIES sum of $15,150 were submitted to the Board.  After discussion and review, Edward  
HOUSING
Balfour made a motion to approve Housing Rehabilitation Applications #WRCD-6 in the 
REHABILITATION sum of $24,495.00 and WRCD-08 in the sum of $15,150.00.  Rich Morley seconded. 
Carried unanimously.
BANNER
A request from the Walton Chamber of Commerce to apply for a banner permit for the  

PERMIT
annual holiday decorations was submitted to the Board.  After discussion and review,  
WALTON
Rich Morley made a motion to allow the Clerk to apply for a banner permit for the 
CHAMBER OF
Walton Chamber of Commerce annual holiday decorations.  Michael Freeman seconded.  COMMERCE
Carried unanimously.
EXECUTIVE
Edward Balfour made a motion to go into executive session to discuss litigation at 7:17 
SESSION
p.m.  Rich Morley seconded.  Carried unanimously.



No action was taken during executive session.



Rich Morley made a motion to come out of executive session at 7:50 p.m. Edward

Balfour seconded.  Carried unanimously.

MOTION TO
Rich Morley made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 7:51 p.m.  Edward Balfour                                                                                     

ADJOURN          seconded.  Carried unanimously.

NEXT
              Next regular meeting of the Village Board will be held on Monday, November 5, 2007   

MEETING          at 6:00 p.m. in the Village Clerk’s Office, 21 North Street.

Virginia L. O’Dell, Clerk 

