A regular meeting of the Village of Walton Trustees was held September 12, 2011 at 6:00 p.m. in the Village Hall.  Present were Mayor Patrick Meredith, and Trustees Andrew Rutherford, James Bell, Teresa O'Leary, and Allan Reynolds as well as DPW Supervisor Roger Hoyt, Acting Police Chief Brian Laauser and Bill Brown of Delaware Engineering.

Mayor Meredith presented a plaque to Mrs. Esposito in honor of her husband John for his many years of services for our community. 

Motion was made by Trustee Bell approving abstract as presented by the clerk totaling $407,718.75 with a break down as follows: General $94,366.47, Water $9,145.61, Sewer $273,091.92, Police Capital $30,286.00 and Water System Improvements $828.75. Motion was made by Trustee Bell approving abstract as presented and seconded by Trustee O’Leary, motion passed unanimously. 

DPW Supervisor Roger Hoyt addressed the Board with a number of items. First mentioned was that the Village faired the last mini flood very well with minimal damages within the Village. He advised there was some damage at Austin Lincoln Park but again made out very well with damages thru the village. Roger also advised there was a pump failure on Garden Street at the Pump Station where one pump shut down Thursday. At this time he is working on getting a company in here late this week to check out the situation. He advised the pump was self replaced approximately 9 years ago and feels there should be a professional input on it at this time. Roger has also advised the board there was an issue at the bathhouse today at Austin Lincoln Park, it is believed the septic tank has collapsed. At this time all rentals should be advised the bathhouse will be off limits due to the situation, he will also let us know the findings later this week.  Roger also reported that the roof at the DPW Garage has been completed by V & H Builders and just in time as it was finished just before the recent storms.

Bill Brown with Delaware Engineering spoke to the board regarding the Park Street project. At this time the property has been surveyed and Hawk Engineering has done soil borings, and was found to have good consistencies. At this time they are recommending the Village removes existing block wall and replace with concrete block retaining wall. He states if this proposal is done as stated the work could be done by the end of the year however paving will need to be held over into next year, with that means the road will obviously be in need of higher maintenance than normal but the contractor would return in the Spring and prep the road for paving. The alternative to this is to wait and do construction next year.  Bill stated this proposed wall is DOT  approved meaning there is a 75 year minimum life expectancy and will include curb & gutters which will then help with drainage and in the long run will help avoid this situation again. Trustee Rutherford voiced his opinion that we should move ASAP on this project as it is a safety concern for homeowners on Park Street as it’s the main route of travel. Trustee Bell voiced concern with the expense of this project and asked that time be allowed for another company to look at the survey and give their thoughts on the project. He asked Mr. Brown what the normal bond length would be with a project this large and was told usually 20-30 year span.  Trustee Bell asked when Delaware Engineering started working with the Village, reason for asking was that he wondered who designed current wall that has failed in such a short period of time, Bill’s response was he would guess about 15 years give or take.  Roger voiced he believed it was designed by previous Public Works Supervisor as an in house job. Trustee Bell again advised he has spoken with Callis & Serena and they are willing to look over the survey at no cost to the Village for their opinion on Delaware Engineering’s proposal. Brown reassured the board that they have done extensive research for this project and feel this is the best solution. At this time Trustee O’Leary asked if the Clerk has looked into financing this project, at this time there has been no research of funding as there needs to be specific numbers in order to do so.  Trustee Reynolds stated he feels we have started with Delaware Engineering and feels we should continue with them if we had wanted a second opinion we should’ve had another firm involved from the start. Trustee Rutherford made a motion to commence with retaining wall project and to start searching for the lowest interest rate for bonding the project in the proposed amount of $777,885.00 motion was seconded by Trustee Reynolds with Trustee Bell obtaining vote. 

Acting Police Chief Laauser addressed the board by first and foremost commending his department as well as assisting agencies for an amazing job during the murder case, they all worked long hard hours and solved the case in a timely manner. He also advised the board that he has been contacted by Chief Hood of Sidney Police Department and he is asking for some help with manpower as his force is exhausted due to the long days they are putting in since the flood, Laauser requested permission to this request as they were a huge help to our department after the flood of 2006. Chief Hood advises they are having a problem with looters and that any help our agency can provide will be appreciated. Laauser advised he is planning to send two full time officers from our agency for 10-hour shifts on Wednesday and Thursday. Motion was made by Trustee Bell allowing two full time officers respond to the Village of Sidney to assist with patrolling the Village of Sidney, motion was seconded by Trustee O’Leary and passed unanimously with all trustees in favor.

Respectfully submitted,

Melinda S. Westcott

Village Clerk

