A regular meeting of the Village of Walton Trustees was held August 1, 2011 at 6:00 p.m. in the Village Hall.  Mayor Meredith started the pledge of allegiance followed by prayer by Rev. Darvell.

Motion was made by Trustee Reynolds approving Abstract as provided by the Clerk totaling $177,357.29. Motion was seconded by Trustee Rutherford passing unanimously.

DPW Superintendent Roger Hoyt had a few items for the board. He started by discussing the water main his crew repaired on North Street this week. He advised the flagpole has gone up at the new Police Station and work continues, small items being done there at this time. Mayor Meredith advised Mr. Hoyt of the partial payment and note written on the water bill from Northeast Fabricators and Bill Broader. Roger stated the fire system doesn’t go thru the meter and that the water bill pertains to water that has been used within the building. Motion was made by Trustee Rutherford the bill is to be paid in full and if he wishes for further testing to be done on the meter they will change it as they had planned. Motion was seconded by Trustee Reynolds passing unanimously with all voting in favor.  Roger went onto advised the board he has received three (3) bids from area contractors regarding the roof at the shop as it’s in need of repair. After discussion Trustee Rutherford made a motion to award the bid to V & H Builders in the amount of $19,915.00 for the shop roof, work not to include soffits. Motion was seconded by Trustee Reynolds passing unanimously with all voting in favor.

Dave Ohman’s first bit of business was reporting everything was good at the WWTP; there are no expected purchases this month. He did talk with the Clerk about getting together and going over steps to be done for the Kraft invoices to get everything out as well as Leachate billing to Delaware County as well as Gary’s Countryside Septic and Sunnyside Farms.

Bill Brown addressed the board stating the water project is expected to start in the next couple weeks in the area of Maple Street, Bush, Cherry and Guild Ave.  He stated around August 15th equipment will be delivered to the property on Water Street, to be staged behind McDonalds. For the Currey well work.  He stated after fair week they will dig under the stream to connect the lines to the fairgrounds.  Bill went onto to state the well at Austin Lincoln Park is also being replaced. Due to the delay this year the water project won’t happen on Townsend and Liberty Street area until next year and should be finished early August 2012.Bill stated the Police Department has started moving in just waiting on a few small items such as light fixtures, holding cell lock and specialty ordered items that take longer getting in. He advised Superior wall came to look at the block window and were unable to come up with a reason as to why it cracked, it will be replaced.  Mr. Brown stated we are currently waiting on results for soil boarings from the last week in July.

Sgt Demeo apologized to the board for not having a monthly report stating it is delayed due to the move stating they are approximately 90% moved in.  His first item for discussion was the fire system. He stated it is wired and will dial 911 in case of emergency such as fire. Motion was made by Trustee Rutherford authorizing Sgt. Demeo and Village Clerk sign the contract with J Hubner LLC for the alarm system to dial 911 automatically. Motion was seconded by Trustee O’Leary passing unanimously with all voting in favor.  Next on Sgt. Demeo’s agenda was a training class he would like to send officer St. Jacques to at no cost to the Village other than time. Motion was made by Trustee O’Leary authorizing officer St. Jacques attend the three (3) day class for Standard Field Sobriety Tests (SFST’s) for three days at no cost to the Village other than the officer’s time. Motion was seconded by Trustee Rutherford passing unanimously with all voting in favor. Sgt Demeo moved onto the next item which was requesting payment to V&H Builders for material they have purchased on their own credit cards. The clerk was asked if there was a problem with payment and she advised the board at this time no receipts have been turned in to support the payment.  Motion was made by Trustee O’Leary authorizing payment be made in the amount requested and that any available receipts be turned into the clerk. Motion was seconded by Trustee Rutherford with Trustee Reynolds abstaining and Mayor Meredith voting in favor as well. Last item for discussion was a wireless intercom system to be purchased from Gadget Shack. Sgt Demeo explained he is unable to set up an account for this purchase and would like permission to pre-pay for these items with a money order in the amount of $158.00.  Motion was made by Trustee O’Leary to purchase the intercom system and pre-pay with a money order in the amount of $158.00. Motion was seconded by Trustee Reynolds and passed unanimously with all voting in favor.

Steve Dutcher Code Enforcement Officer stated the new software program was loaded on all the computers on July 20th and he has been playing with information for reports stating the program is user friendly and customizable if they’d like to see something different on the report he can play with it to provide it for them. He stated there were a few pool issues, nothing major and all have been addressed.  Steve advised the board at this point there have been no annual fire inspections done in July as he ran out of time. He advised as the summer comes to an end so will construction and he will have more time for the inspections.  Steve also addressed the board regarding his memo about his wages. He stated as agreed he completed all required training and received his certificate in July and is requesting his wages be changed as he has completed his end of the agreement.  Motion was made by Trustee Rutherford to increase Mr. Dutcher’s salary to $20.00 per hour and retroactive to June 13th, date of completion. Motion was seconded by Trustee Reynolds passing unanimously with all voting in favor.

Trustee O’Leary reported the recreation programs were winding down and another very successful year completed.  

Trustees Reynolds and Rutherford had nothing new or that wasn’t already covered to report. 

Mayor Meredith opened the floor for public input.  

First to address the board was Gill Williams. He stated approximately two years ago former mayor Ed Snow issued the water capital charge on all water/sewer bills and he was wondering when this charge is going to go down or be gone. He stated if it’s not going to go down or away to say so, he as a senior citizen would like a discount on something and he has already tried with the Town of Walton being told no. Mayor Meredith responded to Mr. Williams by stating the grant was cut in half from $800 Thousand to $470 Thousand and that this water capital charge is there to help with the funding of this project. When the time comes they can lower the charge it will be done.

Next Mary Phraner of 40 Union Street wondering if the pool is going to be open during the evening swimming lesson time being the lessons are over.  She was advised if the weather permitted there would be longer evening hours.

Mayor Meredith read a letter from Mr. Browning reporting an injury to his ankle while walking on property located on Benton Ave. Mr. Browning stated he fell in a hole on the grass located between the street and the sidewalk. Mayor Meredith advised the Clerk has been in contact with the insurance company and at this time an adjuster is going to meet with Mr. Browning as well as check out the area the injury occurred. No action required at this time just advising the board.

Mayor Meredith addressed the board regarding the open space property on Delaware Street stating it will become Village property and our responsibility to maintain it. There will be no more ATV’s on the property and it will have to stay as it is, vacant land.  Motion was made by Trustee Rutherford to accept the license agreement Delaware County Soil and Water and the Village. Motion was seconded by Trustee Reynolds with Trustee O’Leary voting against the motion. Mayor Meredith voted in favor as well.

Next line of Business was the request for the clerk and deputy clerk to attend NYCOM Fall training. Trustee O’Leary feels Village Hall should NOT be closed during this week with Trustee Rutherford agreeing stating that he feels the Clerk should be the one to go.  Motion was made by Trustee Rutherford to send the Clerk to NYCOM.  Motion was seconded by Trustee Reynolds passing unanimously with all voting in favor.

Mayor Meredith read a letter from Mr. & Mrs. Angelillo regarding their property at 19 South Street. Mrs. Angelillo is requesting the Village board allow her to continue sending weekly checks in the amount of $25 to pay off her water bill.  After discussion Trustee Reynolds made a motion to send checks back and request the bill be paid in full. Motion was seconded by Trustee Rutherford passing unanimously with all voting in favor.

Trustee Reynolds made a motion at 7:21 to enter into executive session for the purpose of discussing Police personnel matters. Trustee Rutherford seconded the motion with all voting in favor.

Motion was made at 7:47 by Trustee Reynolds to come out of executive session with Trustee Rutherford seconding the motion. No decisions were made while in executive session.

Motion was made by Trustee Reynolds to hire Coughlin & Gerhart LLP as per letter from Mary Louise Conrow.  Motion was seconded by Trustee Rutherford passing unanimously with all voting in favor.

Motion was made by Trustee O’Leary authorizing payment be made for the sign on the new Police building. Motion was seconded by Trustee Reynolds passing unanimously with all voting in favor.

Motion was made at 7:55 by Trustee Reynolds to adjourn the meeting with Trustee O’Leary seconding the motion with all voting in favor.

Respectfully submitted,

Melinda S. Westcott

Village Clerk

