A regular meeting of the Village of Walton Trustees was held July 11, 2011 at 6:00 p.m. in the Village Hall.  Mayor Meredith started the pledge of allegiance followed by prayer from Rev. Lisa Mays.

Motion was made by Trustee Bell approving Abstract as provided by the Clerk totaling $249,833.64. Motion was seconded by Trustee Reynolds passing unanimously.

DPW Superintendent Roger Hoyt addressed the board regarding a number of items. First item of business was the generator maintenance agreement that is up for renewal. Roger proposed changing companies as it was going to save approximately $600.00. Motion was made by Trustee O’Leary granting Roger permission to go with Cumming Northeast for the new amount of $1,048.56, motion was seconded by Trustee Reynolds passing unanimously with all voting in favor. Next order of business was the need to purchase a new tire changer. Mr. Hoyt advised they have called around and gotten bids for a new machine ranging from $3,240 to $3,900 stating the cheapest bid was received from a local business. Trustee Reynolds made a motion granting permission for purchase of a new tire machine at lowest cost, with Trustee O’Leary seconding. Motion passed unanimously with all voting in favor.  Trustee Bell asked Roger the status of the new truck, it was advised that we were just waiting delivery of the new vehicle.

Dave Ohman and Bill Brown addressed the board regarding work that has been done at the Waste Water Treatment plant.  They advised there was a section of the sludge line air piping that was corroded that was cut and replaced by J.S. Enterprises. Dave recommended the board pay J.S. Enterprises in the full contract amount of $11,000.  Motion was made by Trustee Reynolds authorizing the Clerk make payment to J.S. Enterprises in the amount of $11,000, motion was seconded by Trustee Bell passing unanimously with all voting in favor. Next line of business for the WWTP was the Eq. Blower and the need for it to be fixed or new one purchased as soon as possible.  Mr. Ohman stated a quote from Siewert Equipment to rebuild the blower will cost $3,986, instead of purchasing a new one in the amount of $7,000 or more. Mr. Ohman stated either way the life expectancy will be the same, suggests doing the rebuild option at this time. Trustee Bell made a motion to allow Siewert Equipment to rebuild as needed for the amount quoted of $3,986.00, motion was seconded by Trustee Reynolds passing unanimously with all voting in favor. Mr. Ohman went onto discuss the Water System Project and the stage they are currently at. At this time he recommends the Village Board authorize Mayor to sign an Engineering contract amendment to incorporate American Recovery & Reinvestment Act (ARRA) as requested by USDA-RD. Motion was made by Trustee O’Leary authorizing the Mayor to sign the amended Engineering contract as requested by USDA-RD to include the ARRA language. Motion was seconded by Trustee Reynolds passing unanimously with all voting in favor.  Bill Brown gave an update of the New Police Station stating it is coming together nicely and looks like they should be in there soon. Trustee Bell stated he was led to believe the administration should be in there by fair time, was that still a reasonable goal? Mr. Brown stated they should be in the beginning of August yes. At this time there will not be sign offs from Department of Courts or Department of Corrections but Administration was still good to start using the building when the last few pieces come together!  Mr. Brown went onto discuss Park street and where things were at with that project.  He recommended the Village Board authorize payment to Wakin Land Surveying in the amount of $8,250.00 for the completed work regarding the Park Street survey.  Motion was made by Trustee O’Leary to authorize clerk to pay Wakin Land Surveying in the amount of $8,250.00 for survey work on Park Street. Motion was seconded by Trustee Reynolds passing unanimously with all voting in favor. Mr. Brown went onto suggest the next step be started and stated that would be the soil boarings & analysis. Mr. Brown suggested the village authorize Hawk Engineering do the work stating they have done work in the Village in the past. Bill stated the work is proposed to cost $8,851.00 and asks the Village Board authorize the Mayor to sign the agreement as presented from Hawk Engineering.  Motion was made by Trustee Reynolds authorizing the Mayor to sign Hawk Engineering proposal for geotechnical services on Park Street in the amount of $8,851.00. Motion was seconded by Trustee Rutherford passing unanimously with all voting in favor.  Bill went onto explain that they are planning on using Lower Bassett Park for a staging area once construction starts and suggested the board grant Wakin Land Surveying performing an additional topo survey of the park. Motion was made by Trustee Rutherford allowing Wakin land Surveying do an additional survey of Lower Bassett Park for $2,500 for lower portion or to the top of park to High Street in the amount of $3,000. Motion was seconded by Trustee Bell passing unanimously with all voting in favor.

Steve Dutcher Code Enforcement Officer addressed the board stating he has completed all the required training just waiting on his final completion certificate.  He gave a brief summation of various things taking place within the Village stating there have been a few lawns sited, a few pools going up but no major issues at this time with any properties.

Sgt. Demeo addressed the board with a few small things. He stated the new taser has been received and is service at this time.  He gave an update of Sgt. Laauser stating it does not look like he will be back before fair week and that he would be using more part time officers.  He extended his thanks to Roger Hoyt and his crew for their work on the Police Station. He presented the board with his monthly report stating things have been going well.

Starting Trustee Reports was Trustee O’Leary.  She started by making a motion to hire Abigail Butler on an as needed basis as her application was received today. Motion was seconded by Trustee Reynolds passing unanimously with a ll voting in favor.  She continued by stating there are 250 kids currently taking swimming lessons at this time, there are approximately 40-50 kids enrolled in Tennis and Basketball and that the Arts & Crafts programs seems to have a large amount of participants as well.

Trustees Reynolds, Rutherford and Bell had nothing new or that wasn’t already covered to report. 

At this time the Mayor opened the floor for public input.  Nothing from the audience at this time.

Mayor Meredith read a letter from Barb Budine, Committee member with United Presbyterian Church requesting permission for East Street to be closed for three (3) hours on July 16th as the church celebrates its 100th anniversary. She stated the hours of closure would be from 5pm-8pm instead of 6pm-9pm as originally stated in the letter.  Motion was made by Trustee O’Leary and seconded by Trustee Reynolds passing unanimously.

Mayor Meredith continued the meeting by addressing Mr. Reed and his paperwork requesting to succeed from the Village limits.  Mayor asked why 19 years after  buying his property was he asking to succeed. He asked if he ever asked for services in the past. Mr. Reed stated he had asked former Village Clerk Virginia O’Dell approximately 10 years ago why he had to pay Village taxes if he had no Village Services. He stated he was told he received Village police coverage.  Mr. Reed went onto explain he didn’t feel that justified him having to pay Village taxes when the Delaware County Sheriff’s Office as well as New York State Police and at time DEP Police were all within the area.  Conversation continued between Mr. Reed and the Board as he stated he had a fire in 2009 and the closest hydrant was ¼ mile away that he was the furthest house from any hydrant. After much discussion Mayor Meredith advised Mr. Reed that he had spoken with Village Attorney Mr. Merzig and that at this time there was nothing the Village could do that he needed to start with the Town asking for permission to be taken over by them as far as jurisdiction. Mr. Reed continued with complaints of Snowmobiles traveling on his POSTED property ruining stonewalls and ripping down posted signs. He admitted he has not filed any formal complaint with the Police department regarding ATV’s but stated that Earl has spent hours out there putting up signs and fences and feels these machines should not be on their property.

Next line of Business was Leah Hall of 25 Burton Street addressing the board regarding her large Water bill.  Leah stated she is no longer contesting the bill as she understands they have turned her request for forgiveness down, stating that at this time she is requesting special permission be granted by the board for a payment plan. Motion was made by Trustee O’Leary allowing Leah to pay her bill in payments to be paid in full at the end of 6 months.  Motion was seconded by Trustee Reynolds passing unanimously with all voting in favor.

Mayor Meredith read a letter from residents on St. John Street regarding the old Marlett garage property.  After reading the letter Steve Dutcher stated the property is still in limbo due to bankruptcy claim being filed.  He stated the County was supposed to take over the property but at this time they want to wait until they have a buyer in contract to purchase the property. Trustee Bell asked if there was any thoughts on the cost to take the building down and could it be split three ways between the Village, Town and County? No strong thoughts on such cost at this time.  Steve did add that there have been soil samples done in the past and they came back “ok” suggesting the property could possibly be used for something.

Mayor Meredith presented change orders for approval from Delaware Opportunities Inc.

Mayor Meredith asked for a motion for Delaware Opportunities CDBG Rehab WVR CD-15 change order be approved in the amount of $21,098from $18,712.00 as originally submitted. Trustee Bell made motion to approve the change order with an increase of $2,386.00 with Trustee Rutherford seconding. Motion passed unanimously with all voting in favor.

Mayor Meredith asked for a motion for Delaware Opportunities CDBG Rehab WVR CD-07 change order be approved in the amount of $49,550.00 from $34,550.00 as originally submitted. Trustee Rutherford made motion to approve the change order with an increase of $15,000.00 with Trustee Bell seconding. Motion passed unanimously with all voting in favor.

Mayor Meredith asked for a motion for Delaware Opportunities CDBG Rehab WVR CD-19 change order be approved in the amount of $23,895.65 from $18,550.00 as originally submitted. Trustee Bell made motion to approve the change order with an increase of $5,345.65 with Trustee Reynolds seconding. Motion passed unanimously with all voting in favor.

Mayor Meredith asked for a motion for Delaware Opportunities CDBG Rehab WVR CD-18 project for work be approved in the amount of $24,400.00. Motion was made by Trustee Reynolds and seconded by Trustee Bell granting permission for CDBG project be awarded as proposed. Motion passed unanimously will all voting in favor.

Mayor Meredith asked for a motion for Delaware Opportunities CDBG Rehab WVR CD-20 project for work be approved in the amount of $21,100.00. Motion was made by Trustee Reynolds and seconded by Trustee Bell granting permission for CDBG project be awarded as proposed. Motion passed unanimously will all voting in favor.

Mayor Meredith shared concerns of water on Liberty Street every time it rains. He stated Mr. Barber has contacted the clerk’s office as well as members of the Highway department with his concern of the issues the water in the roadway brings.  He states the water started about the time of the bridge replacement took place on East Street. He stated the area effected by the standing water is an area of approximately 30’ long by 10’ wide and 5-6” in depth.  Roger and Bill Brown both advised original plan was to do a catch basin on this part of the street while doing the water project however the cost was too great and had been cut from the project, will see what else can be done to fix the problem.

Mayor Meredith read with great regret the resignation letter from Mrs. Donna Beers.  Trustee O’Leary expressed gratitude for her years of service and asked if the Clerk could look to the CDO workforce for someone to clean Village Hall.  Village Clerk Westcott stated they had contacted the CDO workforce and found being it was previously a paid position they couldn’t provide anyone in the program to do the same work, topic tabled at this time.

Mayor Meredith read a letter received from Jessica Houck regarding damages to her vehicle while driving on village streets.  He stated she has been directed to turn it into her insurance company and then information can be gotten regarding the Village’s insurance as well. No further action at this time.

Mayor asked the board for permission to place an add as done in the past for the Delaware County Fair, a note from the Mayor.  Motion was made by Trustee Reynolds granting permission for Mayors note be placed in the flyer for the Delaware County Fair with Karen Naden of Delaware County Times, price not to exceed $175.00. Motion was seconded by Trustee O’Leary passing unanimously with all voting in favor.

Trustee Bell made a motion at 7:15 to enter into executive session for the purpose of discussing DPW & Police personnel matters. Trustee O’Leary seconded the motion with all voting in favor.

Motion was made at 7:30 by Trustee Rutherford to come out of executive session with Trustee O’Leary seconding the motion. No decisions were made while in executive session.

Motion was made at 7:40 by Trustee Bell to adjourn the meeting with Trustee O’Leary seconding the motion with all voting in favor.

Respectfully submitted,

Melinda S. Westcott

Village Clerk

