A regular meeting of the Village of Walton Trustees was held June 6, 2011 at 6:00 p.m. in the Village Hall.  Mayor Meredith started the pledge of allegiance followed by a moment of silence in honor of John Esposito.

Resolution regarding the Land Acquisition and DEP buying property within the Village limits was presented again. Motion was made by Trustee Bell with Trustee Rutherford seconding and all voting in favor of not allowing NYC DEP to purchase property within Village limits. It was stated that there is very little if any property within Village limits that would even meet DEP’s requirements.

DPW Superintendent Roger Hoyt addressed the board with his monthly report stating there was no new business to report at this time. He went on to discuss paving plans for the summer. He started by saying the contract with Fred’s Garage and the Village from years ago needs to be addressed and correctly this time. Roger stated that in 2005 it had been oil and stoned and did not hold up, he’s requesting it be done the right way with paving the area this year and sealing it next year. Roger advised when the area of Fred’s was being done the parking lot for the new Police Station as well as the shop area would all be done at the same time. Roger also advised there were other areas within the Village that he would like to get paved with CHIPS money, Roger did let the Village know that as there was a court agreement with Fred’s Garage that area would not fall under the CHIPS section nor would the new Police Station. Trustee O’Leary stated she was satisfied with Rogers recommendations but also mentioned the area of Fancher street going into the Cemetery, Trustee Reynolds stated he would like to table any final decisions with areas other than the shop for a week or so with a special meeting to take place after more discussion.  Motion approving the paving of the shop area was made by Trustee Reynolds with Trustee O’Leary seconding with all voting in favor, motion passed unanimously to pave the Shop parking lot.

Dave Ohman and Bill Brown addressed the board regarding bids they’ve received and what the next steps are going to be. Bill advised the issue with the alarm at the WWTP has been resolved with help from Time Warner.  Bill Brown went over the bids for the Water Project advising low bid was received from Vacri Construction as follows, General in the amount of $2,469,000.00 and Electric in the amount of $94,000.00. Motion was made by Trustee O’Leary granting Vacri Construction the General contract in the amount of $2,469,000.00 with Trustee Reynolds seconding and all voting in favor. Motion was made by Trustee O’Leary granting Vacri Construction the Electrical Contract in the amount of $94,000.00 with Trustee Rutherford seconding, all voting in favor.  Bill Brown went onto request the board approve final payment for Tom Howard for work done at the new Police Station. Motion was made by Trustee Bell to pay Howard Construction for final work in the amount of $5,484.65, motion was seconded by Trustee O’Leary with all voting in favor. At this time Bill Brown advised they are still waiting on some materials to complete work on the interior of the building.  Mr. Brown advised the board that Waikin Surveying has started and is half way done, or a little more, just has another map or two and when he has it available will forward it onto the Village for everyone to look over as well as Roger.

Sgt. Laauser addressed the board requesting permission to purchase another taser for the department as per budget. Motion was made by Trustee Rutherford and seconded by Trustee Bell allowing Sgt. Laauser to order a second taser as per budget.  Motion passed unanimously with all voting in favor.  Sgt. Laauser would also like the board to start thinking of purchasing a new patrol car within the next year or so.

Trustee O’Leary addressed the board with recommending Jonathan Brooks as the Arts & Crafts director as well as hiring Brett Brite and Carley Hoyt on as lifeguards. Motion was made by Trustee Rutherford to hire Brooks, Bright and Hoyt as summer employees with Trustee O’Leary seconding and all voting in favor.  Trustee O’Leary advised the pool would be open again this summer with the same schedule as in the past 10-12 noon open swim, closed for lunch from noon to 1pm, reopening at 1pm until 5pm for open swim from 5pm-6pm adult swim and from 6pm to 7pm swimming lessons and weather permitting possibly from 7pm to 8pm for open swim, that would vary on a daily basis.

Trustee Rutherford addressed the board stating that Steve Dutcher is currently at training and that this is the final class.  He is requesting the board grant Steve permission to purchase the software he’s been testing out in the amount of $2,000 and an annual maintenance amount of $500.  Motion was made by Trustee Rutherford and seconded by Trustee O’Leary with all voting in favor.

At this time the floor was opened for public input. 

Mary Phraner of Union Street inquired when the pool was to open, she was advised it would open on June 17th
Michael Reed of St. John Street addressed the board stating he owns five (5) parcels at the end of St. John Street and he wishes to succeed from the Village limits.  He was advised to put his request in writing and come to next months board meeting.

Maureen Wacha addressed the board regarding the community lawn sale stating the event will take place July 1st and 2nd which is Friday and Saturday. She stated any resident wishing to participate should register with the Chamber and from there the Chamber will generate a map of all the locations.  Maureen went onto state the concert in the park event will begin Monday with a rain date of Wednesday and to kick off the season will be Hillbilly Junk Yard.  She advised Sim and Ernie will play Monday July 11th, with rain date to be Wednesday. Her last bit of business she advised Community Clean up day is this Saturday with everyone to meet at Danny’s Restaurant at 9:30am.

Bill Rathmaul of Townsend Street addressed the board requesting the snow removal code currently in the book be resinded.  Trustee Rutherford responded by letting Mr. Rathmaul know he and Trustee Bell are currently looking at the code and working with Steve to see what they can do to make it better.

Richard Kelly of Bruce Street asked if there was any type of code on the books regulating items the antique shops can put out on or near the sidewalks seven (7) days a week. His concerns will be addressed with Steve and an answer will be given to Mr. Kelly.

Mayor Meredith addressed the board with his appointment of Misty Phoenix for Deputy Clerk at $11.25 per hour. Motion was made by Trustee Reynolds to hire Misty Phoenix for the position of Deputy Clerk, Deputy Treasurer and Deputy Registrar at $11.25 per hour with Trustee Bell seconding the motion. Trustee Rutherford voted in favor with Trustee O’Leary abstaining.

Board discussed water bill brought to their attention by the Clerk. Heather Murphy had been in requesting the clerk waive her penalties as she stated the error was really the banks. The Clerk advised she had contacted SFCU and spoke with Tammy there who advised there was money in Heathers savings account and she could’ve transferred money between the two accounts and this was NOT a bank error. The bank agreed that Ms. Murphy is responsible for the penalties and the non sufficient fees due to her check bouncing.

Mayor Meredith read a letter from Leah Hall in regards to her water bill on a home just had just purchased in December.  The board empathized with her and the large bill however they are going to have to agree with Roger and the fact that she is responsible for the bill in full, a letter is to be sent to her stating the same.

Mayor Meredith spoke to the board in regards to A-1 Tree Service having been in and requesting money he was owed for trees taken down within the Village. His request was for $25,000 however in looking in the budget the previous staff had only budgeted for $20,000.00, motion was made by Trustee Rutherford to write a check to A-1 Tree Service in the amount of $20,000 as per budget. Motion was seconded by Trustee Bell passing unanimously with all voting in favor.

Trustee Bell addressed the board with a proposition to purchase new software. He stated he has spoken with the new clerk and been advised she has used another program in the past and he feels with no update recently and her being familiar with another program could possibly speed things up in the office allowing focus to be put on other things sooner. Trustee Bell made a motion allowing the clerk to spend up to $16,500 for the purchase of new software, Trustee O’Leary stated the previous staff had no problems working with the current software and believes there’s no feasible way to spend that kind of money being the previous clerk is collecting unemployment.  Motion failed.

Motion was made by Trustee O’Leary allowing Clerk to attend Cornell Municipal Clerk Institute at Cornell University for a week with Trustee Rutherford seconding. Motion passed unanimously with all voting in favor.

Mayor Meredith read a letter from local business owner Wilma Hannon of Danny’s Restaurant regarding a weekend flea market she’d like to set up in her parking lot during the summer months.  Maureen Wacha from the audience stated it was her belief that in order to set up as a vendor at a flea market you had to have a re-sale certificate.  At this time the board decided to table this matter until they could speak with Steve more about it.

Discussion regarding residents filling their pools was held among board members.  It has been in the past when anyone fills a pool the sewer portion of the quantity used has been forgiven.  Motion was made by Trustee Rutherford forgiving sewer portion. Motion passed with Trustee Reynolds voting against it.

Mayor Meredith asked for a motion for Delaware Opportunities CDBG Rehab WVR CD-17 change order be approved in the amount of $14,425.00 instead of $13,455 as originally submitted. Trustee Bell made motion to approve the change order with an increase of $970.00 with Trustee Reynolds seconding. Motion passed unanimously with all voting in favor.

Motion was made by Trustee O’Leary granting Jonathan Brooks permission to apply for grant with Delaware County Youth Bureau on behalf of the Village. Trustee Reynolds seconded the motion.   Motion passed unanimously with all voting in favor. Mr. Brooks advised he would like the wording on the permission slips to be changed before going out as it suggests what people should give as a donation. Motion was made by Trustee Rutherford to issue a re-vision to be handed out and redistributed, motion was seconded by Trustee O’Leary passing unanimously.  Mr. Brooks also advised the board he has spoken with Lara Yambour who advised to turn the form in ASAP as the next meeting for them is the next two Tuesdays. 

Mayor Meredith reminded everyone Walton Clean up day was coming and anyone wanting to participate would be welcomed.

Trustee Rutherford made a motion at 7:50 to enter into executive session for the purpose of discussing DPW & Police personnel matters. Trustee Bell seconded the motion with all voting in favor.

Motion was made at 8:10 by Trustee O’Leary to come out of executive session with Trustee Bell seconding the motion. No decisions were made while in executive session.

Motion was made by Trustee O’Leary to hire Oliver Tallman as a temporary Full Time police officer at $16.50 per hour at step 2. Trustee Reynolds seconded the motion with all others voting in favor, passing motion unanimously.

Motion was made at 8:25 by Trustee O’Leary to adjourn the meeting with Trustee Bell seconding the motion with all voting in favor.

Respectfully submitted,

Melinda S. Westcott

Village Clerk

