A regular meeting of the Village of Walton Trustees was held May 2, 2011 at 6:00 p.m. in the Village Hall.  Present were Mayor Patrick Meredith, and Trustees Andrew Rutherford, James Bell, Teresa O'Leary, and Allan Reynolds as well as DPW Supervisor Roger Hoyt, Acting Police Chief Brian Laauser and Bill Brown of Delaware Engineering.
Mayor Meredith started the pledge of allegiance followed by prayer.

Trustee O’Leary made a motion to open Public Hearing regarding DEC and the idea of purchasing land within Village limits. Motion was seconded by Trustee Bell.  Dean Frazier with NYS DEC started the discussion by saying only land with 10 or more acres would be purchasable and at this time it was believed there was no property of this size located within the Village limits.  There were concerns from Village residence stating they fear the City will eventually flood all village property like they’ve done in the past. Clayton Stanton asked who owned the property behind the Country Store and was advised it currently belongs to the Open Space Institute and will eventually be turned back over to the Village after being reclaimed as Flood Plain. After many discussions and no forward action regarding the Public Hearing Trustee Reynolds made a motion to close the public hearing at this time with the vote being tabled until next meeting when the motion can be written up and proposed in exact wording. Motion was seconded by Trustee O’Leary with all voting in favor.

Dave Ohman and Bill Brown addressed the Village Board stating there was another alarm activation at the WWTP, they advised this matter needs to be addressed by the end of the week or the Village would be in violation. During the month of April there were no equipment purchases and none are expected at this time for May.  At this time Bill Brown asked permission for advertisements be placed in the paper for bids on the Water project to begin. Motion was made by Trustee Bell granting permission to the Clerk to advertise for sealed bids on the Water project, Motion was seconded by Trustee O’Leary passing unanimously.  Bids will be available for the June meeting.

Bill Brown advised the board the new Police Station building was moving along nicely, there was a delay with the stone fascia due to the rain at this time 99% is complete but should be completed by the end of the week at which time paperwork should also be in. $5,484 is remaining to be paid and at this time Trustee Bell suggested payment wait until work is completed, all agreed.  At this time he stated the interior walls are up with electrical and plumbing being worked on with an expected completion date near the end of June, with the detention grade area obviously taking longer.

Bill Brown then spoke about the Park Street issue. He stated the retaining wall fails more with every rain fall. He advised that all options are being visited with bids from surveyors, Dave has put together plans and specs for the project and it’s guaranteed to be greater than $35,000 for sure. At this time there’s no way the project will be starting before mid to end of summer and the project is going to need to be bonded for there is no outside funding available at this time. It’s expected to cost half million or more to fix the street at this time. 

Acting Chief Laauser addressed the board and asked the board think about setting aside money for a new police vehicle in next years budget as the last vehicles have either been given by the DWI Program or funded thru grants.  He also stated at this time there are currently two guys in the Police Academy who are personally funded and self-transporting and on their own time. He addressed the board regarding this as the two will need ammo come June for Fire Arms qualifying/training and they will need over one thousand rounds each, he is requesting permission to purchase the ammo for the cadets. Trustee O’Leary made a motion to purchase ammo for the two cadets from Gifford’s Sport Supply in the amount of $708.00, with Trustee Reynolds seconding. Motion passed unanimously with all voting in favor. 

Public Works Superintendent Roger Hoyt advised the board they have been installing new water meters and have approximately half of them changed out that the biggest delay in getting them changed out is the availability of the homeowner; he estimated last month they had done roughly 20 of them. Trustee O’Leary expressed appreciation of his crew and the work they’ve done on the new Police Station.   Roger went onto say there was a tree that has partially come down across from the new Police station, he advised it’s going to cost around $500 to be taken down and asked the board grant him permission to hire someone to do the job. Motion was made by Trustee O’Leary to hire Upstate Tree Service to remove the tree in the amount of $500, with Trustee Reynolds seconding the motion. All voted in favor, motion passed unanimously.  Mayor Meredith read a letter from Jack Steele resident at 41 Griswold Street regarding an old tree he would like to have taken down due to it’s current condition. Mayor Meredith advised he had left a message and as of the meeting has not heard back from Mr. Steele. Mayor Meredith also read a letter from Helen Pratti regarding hazardous sidewalk outside of her building on the corner of Mead and North Street.  Roger stated he was unaware of such complaint and that he would look at it and see what could be done about it. Roger went on to state there was a training seminar taking place on June 9th in Sidney he would like permission for two of them to attend with a cost of $20 per person. Motion was made by Trustee Bell allowing Roger and Matt to attend said training in Sidney for $20 each, motion was seconded by Trustee Reynolds with all in favor.  Roger reminded the board that the cut off date for replacing the truck that was lost due to accident last winter is May 10th and he would like to continue with the replacement procedure as previously planned. Motion was made by Trustee O’Leary allowing Roger to replace the mentioned lost truck with a price not to exceed $65,000 as per state bid pricing with the works. Trustee Reynolds seconded the motion with all voting in favor.

Teresa O'Leary addressed the board with the request of the Summer Recreation Director to hire those he recommends. Motion was made by Trustee O’Leary to hire as per recommendations received from Brian Sprague excluding the summer arts & crafts director. Motion was seconded by Trustee Reynolds passing unanimously with all in favor. At this time there are no set hours for the pool as we are still waiting for a response from other towns, hopefully will have for the June meeting. 

In Public Input Len Govern, Commissioner for the Walton Fire Department addressed the board regarding a public safety issue involving the fire hydrants and their maintenance.  He stated there are some that are not in working condition and asks that they be marked as such as it holds a potential for injury.  Govern advised the Fire Department might be willing to pay some towards the repairs of these hydrants as they understand the Public Works department is tight on time. Walton Fire Chief advised they’re just asking for help on getting these hydrants checked, repaired and marked if in not working condition as again it is a safety issue for village residence, he stated an estimated expense for these repairs is approximately $1500/hydrant, he stated they are willing to purchase the hydrants if the Village is willing to install them, he stated it is usually $1500 for the hydrant and about the same for the installation. It was also suggested the hydrants be flushed on a more regular basis.

Maureen Wacha addressed the board stating she believes there is more property eligible in the village for the City to purchase for their Land Acquisition request than everyone is aware of.

Mrs. Kelly Gates of 36 Park Street addressed the board regarding the use of High Street at this time as Park Street is closed due to it’s state.  She stated concern in case of a fire, can the trucks get around the High Street corner being as narrow as it is?  The Fire Chief advised they can get thru if there is nothing parked on the corner. He went onto explain that when new trucks are purchased they take them around on streets they know have narrow intersections or tricky corners and yes they can get thru there. They could always go thru the Vet’s Club parking lot if needed however it is not a pass thru type of parking lot.  Steve Plank advised he parks along the road to slow vehicles down on his corner.

Mrs. Evelyn Anderson of Tulip Circle was addressing the board in regards to a noise ordinance, as the noise that comes from the area of West 38 is unbearable at times and would like the issue addressed.  She was advised the Police patrol the area at night and are sure to do their best at keeping excessive noise to a minimal, the Village board will see what they can do in regards to such ordinance. 

Tara Sparling addressed the board asking how many summer employees will be hired, at time of meeting there was not an exact number to be given.

Mr. Gill Williams addressed the board as well as the audience letting everyone know that National Day of Prayer will be held Thursday May 5th at the following places. At 7:30-8:00 am United Presbyterian Church, 12noon until 1pm at Village Hall and later at 7pm at the New Hope Church.

Dave Stanton addressed to board with concerns of the tax increases asking how much shared services are there with the Town of Walton?  He made a suggestion that the Town help with snow removal and voiced maybe the village shouldn’t have spent so much on the smaller truck but on other things, the Town could handle removing the snow from the side of the streets.

Mr. Austin, Walton Central School Superintendent handed out pamphlets regarding the upcoming School Election, just wanting to share some information and to let anyone know if there are questions regarding the school’s budget that they should contact himself or a member of the board.

Jane Francisco submitted a letter on behalf of the Restoration Committee acting as the Program Director for RSS requesting renewal of their 2 year lease. Motion was made by Trustee O’Leary renewing lease agreement with RSS for the Walton Theater for two years with a 2% increase annually, motion seconded by Trustee Bell and passed unanimously.

Letter received from United Methodist Church in regards to their annual block party and a request to block off the street to traffic as done in the past. Motion was made by Trustee O’Leary allowing United Methodist Church to use Village barricades to block off intersections of North and Union as well as North and East Streets for their annual block party, motion was seconded by Trustee Reynolds and passed unanimously.

Letter was received from Mr. Synder, Walton Elementary School Principle, requesting part of North Street from Mead Street to Platt Street be closed off during school hours on May 25th for the 14th Annual Chalk Art Day with a rain date of May 26th. Motion was made by Trustee Bell granting permission for the street to be closed as requested with Trustee O’Leary seconding motion, passed unanimously.

Letter was received from John T. Hannum Extension Team Coordinator with Cornell University Cooperative Extension of Delaware County requesting permission to hold the 9th Annual 4-H Duck Race on Sunday July 9, 2011.  Motion was made by Trustee O’Leary and seconded by Trustee Reynolds granting permission for the 4-H Duck Race to take place as requested on July 9th in the Village.

Motion was made at 7:39 by Trustee Reynolds to enter into executive session for purpose of discussing DPW personnel matters; Trustee O’Leary seconded the motion with all voting in favor.

Motion was made at 8:45 by Trustee O’Leary to come out of executive session with Trustee Bell seconding motion with all voting in favor.

Motion was made at 8:46 by Trustee Bell to adjourn the meeting with Trustee O’Leary seconding the motion with all voting in favor.

Respectfully submitted,

Melinda S. Westcott

Village Clerk

