A regular meeting of the Village of Walton Trustees was held November 7, 2011 at 6:00 p.m. in the Village Hall.  Mayor Meredith began the meeting with the pledge followed by Pastor Root offering Prayer.

Motion was made by Trustee Bell approving abstract as presented by the clerk totaling $205,828.43 with a break down as follows: General $38,828.54, Water $4,057.23, Sewer $161,889.52 and Police Capital $1,053.14. Motion was seconded by Trustee Reynolds and passed unanimously with all voting in favor.

DPW Supervisor Roger Hoyt reviewed his monthly report adding they will be doing leaf pick up for another week or so. He also stated they expect to pave East Street and the Police Parking lot on the 14th, weather permitting.  Roger stated there was an issue with the dead-end main on East Brook Rd., it’s been temporarily fixed at this time. He stated Schmidt’s price for the repair is $2,138.00. Motion was made by Trustee Reynolds authorizing Schmidt’s to repair the main in the amount of $2,138.00. Motion was seconded by Trustee O’Leary passing unanimously with all voting in favor.  Mayor Meredith reviewed the water line issue at Mr. Baldi’s property at 40 ½ North St.  At this time there is a leak in the line going to the Baldi residents behind the businesses but they are all hooked to the same main making it difficult to shut off the problem area. Roger stated he has talked with Mr. Baldi’s son and they are planning on doing the repairs this week. It was also stated that code states every separate dwelling needs to have their own shut off, at this time Roger suggested letting the leak get fixed and come spring time we can address the houses with the same shut off valve as there are a number of them within the Village limits.

Mayor Meredith then addressed Steve Dutcher, Code Enforcement Officer, asking the regulations of outdoor wood boilers. Steve went onto state the regulations are set by DEC there’s not a state code. He continued saying he doesn’t believe there is anyone with a large enough lot in the Village allowing anyone to install a new stove. Steve went onto discuss the West Brook project stating things continue looking good there and they expect to be done by the end of the week into next week at the latest. He continued by letting the board know he had attended a FEMA meeting a week and a half ago and that he’s expecting the project coordinator to contact him any day now to get the ball rolling.

Dave Ohman & Bill Brown of Delaware Operations reviewed the monthly report.  Dave stated all is well at the WWTP with only one purchase this month. Andy purchased a new knuckle valve for blower. Dave stated the last one lasted 11 years when they usually have a 5-year life span. Dave also explained new airlifts for the sand filters were needed. Motion was made by Trustee Reynolds allowing Andy to purchase the airlifts for sand filters from Parkson in the amount of $3,211.00 100% city expense. Motion was seconded by Trustee O’Leary passing unanimously.

Bill Brown advised the board Mental Health has been connected today to the new water project. He also stated the Austin Lincoln Park pump replacement process started today.  Bill requested payment to Vacri in the amount of $515,249.12 for requisition #2. Motion was made by Trustee Bell with Trustee Reynolds seconding payment to Vacri in the amount of $515,249.12 be made to Vacri Construction.  Bill Brown also advised the board the flow meter has failed and will need to be changed immediately to be in compliance with Department of Health again.  Motion was made by Trustee Reynolds granting permission to repair flow meter right away. Motion was seconded by Trustee Bell passing unanimously.  Motion was made by Trustee Reynolds allowing change order #1 for the electrical contract to show an increase of $15,167.41, making the new total $109,167.41.  Motion was seconded by Trustee Bell passing unanimously.   Bill advised tomorrow there is a meeting with USDA and the Contractors to sign paperwork for these payments to be made. Meeting will take place at Village Hall at 10am. Brown stated the Police Station is just waiting to get the approval of Office of Court Administration allowing use of the Juvenile interview room.  Mr. Brown went onto discuss the Park St. project and that the plans have been sent back to the block manufacturer for final design details and review. At this time he suggested sending letters to homeowner requesting they attend a special meeting to review the plans, suggested this be done before Thanksgiving.  Motion was made by Trustee Bell and seconded by Trustee Reynolds to go further with Bonding for the project. Motion passed unanimously with all voting in favor including Mayor Meredith.

Mayor Meredith read a letter from Delaware Opportunities regarding their request to use the WWTP as an evacuation site for the children. Mayor advised he has spoken with Andy and they both agreed that with the chemicals and pumps and everything else in the buildings it’s not a safe environment for the kids and they feel there wouldn’t be enough space for everyone to be safely in the building. Another concern with it is that the parking area would not be large enough to accommodate parents coming to pick the children up, at this time they are suggesting Delaware Opportunities find a safer place for the kids. Mayor Meredith advised the Clerk to send a letter of regret to Allison Davis stating it is not the safest option.

Sgt. Laauser asked if there were any questions with his monthly report, with none he touched base on a few things.  Laauser advised Officer Tallman has finished the academy and passed with flying colors stating graduation will be sometime in January.  Laauser advised he attended a dinner in Montour Falls where Walton Police Department was recognized for their timely prosecutions in recent arsons.  Sgt. Laauser discussed possible changes to the parking tickets and the fact that the fines haven’t changed on them in over 30 years. He asked the board consider changing the minimum fine from $10 to $25 and after 30 days change from $20 to $50. Handicap zone tickets are to remain the same as they are now. He advised he will get a quote for reprint of tickets while researching how to go about doing the process properly.  Sgt. Laauser advised the Intern has asked to come back next semester for credits with new insurance paperwork provided by SUNY Delhi. Motion was made by Trustee Bell authorizing the return of the intern. Motion was seconded by Trustee O’Leary passing unanimously.

At this time there were no Trustee reports as everything was covered by Department heads.

Mayor Meredith opened the floor for public input.

Eric Wood of 81 St. John Street addressed the board wondering when East Street was going to be completed stating he has popped two tires due to the extremely deep cut outs stating the street was not marked properly.  Mr. Wood was advised of the paving plan and to come speak with the Clerk and they could contact the insurance company.

Maureen Wacha with Walton Chamber of Commerce wanted to remind everyone of the Christmas parade and the spend the day in Walton event taking place the Saturday after Thanksgiving.

Keith Davis of Breakey Motors asked what the total expense of the Police Department is to this point.  The Clerk advised as of this time $350,000 has been bonded, asking what effect this will have on his taxes.   Mr. Davis then asked if the Village had an amount of the excavating taking place at the Open Space Property on Delaware Street, he was advised we do not know the expense of their project.  Mr. Davis also stated that he feels the expected cost of $700-800 Thousand dollars for the Park street project is extremely high especially since tax payers are struggling now to pay bills.

Dr. Prieser of Terrace Ave. was next to address the board. Dr. Prieser stated that he was under the impression from former Mayor Ed Snow that Terrace Ave.  Bill Brown & Mayor Meredith advised Dr. Prieser that Terrace Ave. was taken off the project this time around due to funding, they stated the lines that were being replaced at this time are the ones with major problems. Dr. Prieser had brought in a sample of his water showing the discoloration in it and explained how often he had to change his filter on his system. Bill Brown stated he does understand his concerns but the lines being changed had asbestos in the lines and showed greater needs. He stated he understood and asked if there was anything that could be done to help him out. Trustee Reynolds requested more time to look into this further. Trustee Bell asked if it were possible for the Village to put a filter in the line. Dave Ohman advised it is the pipe itself that is corroding making this result. Keith Davis spoke up asking why the Village doesn’t just provide filters for homes with this same situation.  Keith also stated the Prieser’s should be getting a break in their water bill with this situation.  

Mayor Meredith closed public input part of the meeting with no additional matters.

Town Supervisor Bruce Dolph spoke to the board regarding NYC Land Acquisition stating the town will be addressing at tomorrow nights meeting. He advised the Town of Walton will not be changing the resolution they will be doing it as is.  Bruce stated there is no time frame for this just the sooner the better.   Trustee O’Leary stated she would like more time to look this over and if need be they would call a special meeting.

Mayor Meredith addressed the CD that has matured and asked the board for direction as requested by the Clerk.  Trustee O’Leary asked the Clerk to call area banks and get current interest rates and when that information is gathered a special meeting will be called to determine what to do with the CD.

Mayor Meredith read a letter from Norma Cucciarre of 25 Maple Street regarding the quality of her water as well as some damages her driveway and sidewalk received during the water project. Her largest concern was the milky water coming into her house since the installation of the new pipes. Bill Brown advised this is air in the line that in time the color will return to normal and for the damages to property, Vacri will be returning to repair any damages to lawns, sidewalks and driveways.

Trustee O’Leary made a motion at 7:10 to enter into executive session to address DPW personnel matters. Motion was seconded by Trustee Reynolds passing unanimously.

Trustee Reynolds made a motion at 7:37 to come out of executive session. Motion was seconded by Trustee O’Leary passing unanimously. No decisions were made during executive session.

Before closing the meeting Mayor Meredith advised at this time Mr. Perrault has responded to our letter and at this time we are awaiting the results of his survey before moving further.

Motion was made by Trustee Reynolds at 7:55 to adjourn the meeting with Trustee O’Leary seconding. Motion passed unanimously.

Respectfully submitted,

Melinda S. Westcott

Village Clerk

