A regular meeting of the Village of Walton Trustees was held October 3, 2011 at 6:00 p.m. in the Village Hall.  Mayor Meredith started the pledge of allegiance followed by prayer offered by Rev. Light.

Motion was made by Trustee Reynolds approving Abstract as provided by the Clerk totaling $122,675.33. Motion was seconded by Trustee Bell passing unanimously.

DPW Superintendent Roger Hoyt started by requesting permission for himself, Matt Meyer and Ernest Smith to attend a Water Works fall meeting in the amount of $16.50 each. Motion was made by Trustee Reynolds and seconded by Trustee Bell. Motion passed unanimously with all voting in favor. Mr. Hoyt advised the board Siewert gave an amount of $3,399.00 for the replacement and installation of the pump on Water Street. Motion was made by Trustee Bell granting permission for the pump work in the amount of $3,399.00 by Siewert Equipment. Motion was seconded by Trustee Reynolds passing unanimously with all voting in favor. Roger advised he had 43 applications for the laborer position and did 4 interviews. At this time he has narrowed down his decision and is asking the board to consider Jon Hoffman for the position.  Motion was made by Trustee Reynolds to hire Jon Hoffman as laborer with a 1 year probation period.  Motion was seconded by Trustee Rutherford passing unanimously.

Bill Brown advised there are no issues at the WWTP everything is functioning well and there are no compliance issues. Brown advised new water mains have been installed on Maple Street and Camp Ave by Vacri and they are currently working on Bush, Cherry and Guild loop. He stated due to it getting late in the season they will pave only what was dug up to return next year to pave the entire street from curb to curb as stated in the agreement. With this work being done to this point Brown requested the board grant permission to the Clerk to request $385,594.92 from EFC for payment to Vacri for work done. Motion was made by Trustee Reynolds approving Mayor sign paperwork for payment #1 of the General Construction to Vacri. Motion was seconded by Trustee Reynolds passing unanimously.  Motion was made by Trustee Reynolds authorizing Mayor to sign paperwork for payment #1 for Electrical Contractor Vacri in the amount of $3,021.00.  Motion was seconded by Trustee Rutherford passing unanimously.  Brown went onto discuss Park Street project stating again that while the wall work is being done the sewer line behind it will also need to be repaired.  He stated the precast block has a life expectancy of 75 plus years and is NYS DOT approved. He suggested the board consider looking into a BAN for the work to be completed in the amount not to exceed $825,000.00.  Motion was made by Trustee Bell approving the BAN resolution as prepared by Walsh & Walsh changing 15 years to 50 years. Motion was seconded by Trustee Reynolds. Motion passed unanimously with all voting in favor, including the Mayor.  Trustee Rutherford made a motion authorizing the Clerk advertise for bids on the project. Trustee Bell suggested waiting until closer to the spring due to winter months approaching. Trustee Reynolds agreed with Bell stating shouldn’t pour concrete in temperatures less than 50 degrees. Trustee Rutherford stated we could still go out to bid noting that construction wouldn’t start until later. With that Trustee Reynolds seconded the motion passing unanimously with all voting in favor.

Sgt Laauser started asked if there were any questions on the monthly report, with none he moved on. He went onto say the dedication of the new police held September 30th in honor of former Chief of Police Mel Woodin for his year of service went well and commented on the number of people in attendance.  Sgt. Laauser went onto request permission to send a full time officer to Breath Analysis Operator training. He requested Officer Cornwell be sent explaining it’s to perform breath tests in DWI arrests. Motion was made by Trustee Rutherford authorizing Officer Cornwell attend this class at no cost to the Village except for travel there by patrol car and his time. Motion was seconded by Trustee Reynolds passing unanimously with all voting in favor.  Last item for Sgt. Laauser was the request of a SUNY Delhi student who is currently in the Criminal Justice Program to be an intern with our police department, explaining it’s a program that’s been done in the past. Motion was made by Trustee Reynolds authorizing the internship of the SUNY Delhi student. Motion was seconded by Trustee Bell passing unanimously with all voting in favor.  Trustee Rutherford suggested having the intern ride with different officers.

Steve Dutcher Code Enforcement Officer advised the original notice was sent to Mr. O’Sullivan on July 19th however unsure if he received it as it was not sent certified mail. A second letter was sent on September 19th sent certified and have received the signed card back, at this time just waiting for a response from Mr. O’Sullivan.  Mr. Dutcher stated he has attended a few FEMA meetings for both Irene and Lee between September 2nd and the 7th and has the necessary paperwork for submission there will be another meeting date soon and he is continuing to work on damaged areas.  He stated he heard back from Mr. Cox with CWC stating tomorrow evening is their meeting and the building at 141 Delaware is on the agenda and he will be calling after their meeting tomorrow.  He went onto discuss the antiques at the intersection of Bridge and Delaware stating he has spoken with the owner and that there is to be a 6’ area around the hydrant that needs to remain clear as well as keeping a walking space open for walkers.

Starting Trustee Reports was Trustee Rutherford stating Steve needs steel toed boots for certain job sites and he is suggesting the Village purchase them or reimburse for them. Mayor spoke up stating that his belief at this time is that the only department that has a boot/uniform allowance is the Police department and that DPW doesn’t even have such an allowance in place at this time. Trustee Reynolds stated that if we do this for Mr. Dutcher that will commit us to doing it for the Highway department automatically. Topic is tabled at this time and options will be looked at.

Trustee Bell brought up the topic of LL 43-8 Snow & Ice removal asking permission for the law to be sent to Attorney Merzig for changes. Motion was made by Trustee Rutherford allowing new proposed law be sent to Attorney Merzig with a public hearing to follow in either November or December depending on his response to the proposal. Motion was seconded by Trustee Bell passing unanimously with all voting in favor.

Floor was opened at this time for public input. First to speak was Eveylyn Anderson, who is a resident at Sheffield Estates, inquiring about the noise ordinance for her section of living. Mayor addressed her concerns stating that unfortunately she lives in an industrial zone and there is no noise ordinance currently in place. Sgt. Laauser did advise that if the board felt it necessary he would be willing to sit with the board or Village Attorney to set something into place. The board agreed to look into the options and see what can be done to help with this situation as well as other noise complaints.

Next to address the board was Carolyn Dutcher of Park Street. Mrs. Dutcher gave the board a letter from residents of Park Street thanking the Village for going thru with the project stating there are 26 homes and between 4 & 6 different businesses up there. Residents understand the current hardship and again she thanked the board for continuing to research all options on getting their street repaired and opened again.  One concern she voiced is the winter months approaching and the fact High Street is going to be packed with snow banks making the intersection of High & Park difficult at times, as well as the 90˚corner there. It was also asked that detour signs be put up so that businesses having deliveries or residents having visitors know where to go instead of the normal route of travel. 

Keith Davis addressed the board asking if anyone has been in contact with NYS DOT regarding the potholes on Delaware Street at both Bridge Street and Townsend street intersections. Sgt. Laauser suggested anyone having concerns with potholes to call 800-POTHOLES that he seems to get the best response from calling this number with trouble locations. Mr. Davis stated he would get business owners together and have them call.  Mr. Davis moved onto his next item of business asking if the Village is doing anything to remove gravel from the riverbeds. Mayor Meredith advised we cannot dig in the rivers as we had missed that small open window of time.  Mr. Davis presented a picture of a tree under a bridge asking why it was still there and was advised again, this is a state bridge making it a state matter.

Patti Wood next addressed the board regarding the issues of having parades on State Highways for longer than 10 minutes. She asked if the Village would sponsor the Christmas Parade stating she felt if something were to happen it would fall back on the Village anyways.  Mayor stated that he has spoken with a few area municipalities finding that Deposit does not use state highways for parades, Delhi makes them get a permit does not sponsor the event and Hancock is looking into passing a resolution for parades.  He stated that he is doing some more investigation regarding the new state requirements and will see what the Village can do. She stated with so many parades that take place in the community the Village could just “rubber stamp” the applications and the State wouldn’t have any issues with the applications then and they would be processed sooner. Trustees Reynolds and Rutherford agreed we should talk with Mr. Merzig and see if the Village can sponsor these events, will also have the clerk contact the insurance company to see if the events would be covered by our insurance policy. Keith Davis suggested the Village Board as Mr. Merzig to help rescind the law.

Mary Phraner addressed the board asking when Halloween would be celebrated. Mayor Meredith stated Halloween fell on a Monday this year and would be celebrated the same pending a motion. Motion was made by Trustee Reynolds to have Halloween on Monday same date the school was to celebrate. Motion was seconded by Trustee Rutherford passing unanimously.

Mayor Meredith read a letter from Lisa Elliot showing that due to a Postal Service error she did not receive her tax bill or water bill and is asking the Village forgive penalties for her as she’s always paid on time.  Motion was made by Trustee Rutherford that due to the supporting information sent by the USPS he feels it’s not her fault and bills would’ve been paid on time. Motion was seconded by Trustee Bell passing unanimously.

Mayor Meredith read a letter from David Buteau regarding past due water and sewer bills and he doesn’t feel he should be responsible for bills incurred before he purchased the property.  After discussion the Clerk was directed to send a letter or advise Mr. Buteau on his next visit the water/sewer bill is always with the property and these charges are his responsibility now if he’s the property owner.

Motion was made by Trustee O’Leary to amend the Roxbury Arts Grant Application to have it read Village of Walton instead of Jonathan Brooks. Motion was seconded by Trustee Rutherford passing unanimously.

Mayor Meredith read a letter from Maureen Wacha Walton Chamber of Commerce President announcing the upcoming event of Spend the day in Walton as well as the Christmas Parade to take place on November 26th.

Mayor Meredith and the Clerk advised the board of the issue with Ms. Lingardo disputing the penalties on her water/sewer bill. After discussion motion was made by Trustee Rutherford directing the Clerk to send a letter to Ms. Lingardo advising she is responsible to pay her bill in full including penalties. Motion was seconded by Trustee Reynolds passing unanimously.

Mayor reviewed a draft from Merzig to be sent to Mr. Perrault suggesting he have a survey done proving the boundaries.

Motion was made at 7:45 by Trustee Reynolds to enter into executive session to discuss personnel matters. Motion was seconded by Trustee Rutherford passing unanimously.

Motion was made at 8:02 by Trustee Reynolds to come out of executive session with Trustee Bell seconding the motion. No decisions were made while in executive session.

Trustee Reynolds advised the board that Robert Dutcher of Howell Street wanting to give Village part of his property for Police Parking. Mr. Dutcher is asking that the Village pay attorney expenses asks that yard work be done for drainage as well as a fence on the boundary line. The next step is to discuss with Merzig the steps to be taken next for survey.

Mayor Meredith advised there is an individual needing to do community service asking the board grant him permission. Motion was made by Trustee Bell authorizing Brian Caffery do 40 hours of community service to be supervised by Brian Sprague for those hours. Motion was seconded by Trustee Reynolds passing unanimously with all voting in favor.

Motion was made at 8:09 by Trustee Rutherford to adjourn the meeting with Trustee Reynolds seconding the motion with all voting in favor.

Respectfully submitted,

Melinda S. Westcott

Village Clerk

